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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Secondary Education: Racial Discrimination 
David Simpson [15889] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps her 
Department is taking to tackle racism in secondary schools. 

Nick Gibb: All forms of bullying and discrimination are unacceptable and all 
schools are required to have in place a behaviour policy with measures to tackle 
bullying, which includes racist bullying. They are held to account by Ofsted and 
inspectors will look at records and analysis of bullying, discriminatory and 
prejudicial behaviour, either directly or indirectly. This includes racist, disability 
and homophobic bullying, use of derogatory language and racist incidents. 
In addition, all schools are required to promote the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 
those with different faith and beliefs. Our guidance published in November 2014 
says that British values include accepting that others of different faiths or beliefs to 
oneself (or having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the 
cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour. 
All publicly funded schools are required to promote community cohesion and 
teach a broad and balanced curriculum. The curriculum provides many 
opportunities to foster tolerance and understanding. As part of the history 
curriculum, pupils can learn about different cultures, and about how different 
groups have contributed to the development of Britain. The citizenship programme 
of study sets out a requirement for pupils to be taught about ‘the diverse national, 
regional, religious, and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for 
mutual respect and understanding’. PSHE can teach young people about the 
rights and responsibilities of living in a diverse community and how to respect 
others. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15889/  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15889/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-10/15889/


 2 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Golan Heights: Oil 
Stephen Philips[15627] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to support the resolution of discussions on 
the sovereignty of oil  

Tobias Ellwood: The Government believes that Israel must continue to fulfil its 
obligations under the Oslo Accords, including through the exploration of shared 
natural resources. We continue to follow the situation of the oil exploration 
licences in the Golan Heights closely. We have been clear that Israel must comply 
with its obligations under international law, including the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-09/15627/ 
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief condemns terror attacks in Israel and the West Bank 
The United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned yesterday’s terror 
attacks in Israel and the occupied West Bank that killed five people, including three 
Israelis, a Palestinian and an American. 
In a statement issued by the Secretary-General’s spokesperson, Mr. Ban expressed 
hopes for a full and speedy recovery for those injured and stressed that it is imperative to 
restore calm. 
“The Secretary-General calls upon all political, religious and community leaders to speak 
out against such brutal acts and refrain from incendiary language,” said the statement. 
Mr. Ban reiterated that only a ‘negotiated solution to the conflict can bring peace and 
security to the peoples of this troubled land.’ 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52611#.VlH-oN8rKnY  
 
Settling Israeli-Palestinian conflict would help curb terrorism, says UN Middle East 
envoy 
Resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict would help counter the extremism behind the 
“abhorrent terrorist attacks" in Paris, Beirut and the Sinai, a senior United Nations official 
on the Middle East peace process said today, referring to last week’s bloody attacks and 
the downing of a Russian plane in Egypt last month. 
“These tragic events serve to reinforce the reality that the extremism and terrorism that 
has infected many parts of the Middle East is not constrained by borders,” Special 
Coordinator on the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov told the Security 
Council … 
Establishing a Palestinian state, while addressing Israel's substantial security concerns, 
would yield major dividends not only for Israelis and Palestinians alike, but for the entire 
region.” … 
The status quo on the major religious site in Jerusalem that houses the El Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock, known as Haram-Al Sharif to Muslims and the Temple Mount 
to Jews, must be maintained, he said, and Israel must address the apparent impunity for 
settler violence against Palestinians. 
He also called for bolstering security coordination between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority to prevent any further deterioration of the situation, and said the use of firearms 
by Israeli security forces should be employed only when less extreme means are 
insufficient to address an imminent threat of death or serious injury. … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-09/15627/
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“I refuse to be convinced that Israelis and Palestinians want to live ‘by the sword’ and in a 
state of perpetual violence,” he concluded. “We owe it to the many Palestinians and 
Israelis who, despite endless setbacks and disappointments, have continued to maintain 
hope that negotiated peace can be realised. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52600#.VlH-rN8rKnY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

Stage 1 informal meeting with faith and belief groups, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_HealthandSportCommittee/OR's/NoteofMeeting.pdf  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-coroner-reforms
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1

