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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Islam 
Liam Byrne [13359] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what the framework is 
for assessing quality of education and inspecting standards and safety in settings where 
children are instructed in madrassas. 

Edward Timpson: Local authorities are responsible for safeguarding children in 
their areas, regardless of where they are educated. The statutory guidance on the 
Prevent Duty[1] makes it clear that local authorities should take steps to 
understand the range of out of school settings, such as supplementary schools 
and tuition centres, in their area and take appropriate steps to ensure that children 
attending such settings are properly safeguarded. 
The Prime Minister has recently announced that supplementary schools which 
provide intensive education will need to register themselves for inspection. The 
government’s counter-extremism strategy[2] sets out our intentions to introduce 
this system. We will be consulting on this regulatory framework. 
Intervention will apply if there are concerns about the safety or welfare of the 
children attending these supplementary schools. Where institutions are teaching 
intolerance we will not hesitate to take action. We are consulting on the coverage 
of this proposed scheme, which is likely to include some madrasa schools. 
[1] https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance 
[2] https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-extremism-strategy 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13359/  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Home Office ‘Project Innovation Fund for Prevent’ launched 
The Office for Security and Counter Terrorism in the Home Office has launched the 
Prevent Innovation Fund, inviting funding proposals costing up to £100,000 … supporting 
the following types of activities: 

 particularly innovative projects developing new methods and/or developing new 
technologies with a potential for replication nationally 

 projects promoting understanding and learning, identification and dissemination of 
best practices 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-extremism-strategy
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13359/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-26/13359/
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 pilot projects, including in sectors covered by the Prevent duty 
The fund will be available to all specified authorities under the Prevent duty, businesses, 
registered charities, civil society groups and third sector organisations. 
The fund competition and all associated documents are now on the Innovate UK website. 
The competition call will close on Wednesday 2 December. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/message-from-the-home-office-project-innovation-
fund-for-prevent-launched  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Alex Cunningham [14270] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
how much of the money pledged by the UK at the donor conference for Palestinians in 
Cairo in October 2014 has reached beneficiaries in the Gaza Strip; and what that money 
has been spent on. 

Desmond Swayne: In October 2014, the UK pledged £20 million in early recovery 
assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo. We have fully 
disbursed our pledge and will exceed it over the coming months, as we disburse 
residual funds on getting businesses back to work in Gaza. 
DFID’s support has included reconstructive surgery and rehabilitation for those 
injured in the conflict, clearance of unexploded ordnance, short-term employment 
schemes, shelter and basic services, support to the private sector, funding for the 
Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM), and direct support and technical 
assistance to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14270/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [14271] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what provisions her Department has made for (a) child and adolescent friendly spaces 
and (b) other psycho-social support for children affected by the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is the third largest donor to the UN Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), which is providing basic education and protection for over 
230,000 children in Gaza. 
As part of the UK’s humanitarian response to the 2014 conflict, DFID activated its 
£3 million Rapid Response Facility which included support to Handicap 
International, Plan International and International Medical Corps to provide 
psycho-social support, child protection and mental health support to children in 
Gaza. 
DFID also provided support to the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) who have 
cleared all UNRWA and 21 Palestinian Authority schools of unexploded ordnance 
allowing 250,000 students to return to school. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14271/  
 
 
 
 

https://sbri.innovateuk.org/competition-display-page/-/asset_publisher/E809e7RZ5ZTz/content/innovation-fund-for-prevent/1524978
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/message-from-the-home-office-project-innovation-fund-for-prevent-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/message-from-the-home-office-project-innovation-fund-for-prevent-launched
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14270/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14270/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14271/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-02/14271/
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United Nations 

Palestinians Remain among Most Marginalized Refugees, Due to Israel’s 
Occupation, Lack of Predictable Funding, Fourth Committee Told 
… “Palestine refugees today feel further than ever ‘left behind’,” Pierre Krähenbühl, 
UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, said …  The vulnerability and isolation of the refugees 
had intensified, and broader gains in social and economic development across the region 
were very much at risk. … a “warning to all of us that we must now take serious steps 
[…] to ensure that UNRWA is put on a more sustainable future financial basis”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaspd599.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons followed by Third Reading 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151109/debtext/15110
9-0002.htm#15110915000001 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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