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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Fiona Bruce [12771] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant 
to the oral contribution of the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, Official Report, columns 11-12, whether her Department's planned 
proposals on tackling hate speech and extremism will affect Christian ministers' ability to 
preach biblical values in non-religious locations. 

Karen Bradley: Nothing that the Government is doing or planning to do to tackle 
hate speech and extremism will affect Christian ministers’ ability to preach biblical 
values in non-religious locations. Our work will protect the freedom to exchange 
religious ideas - a fundamental part of our thriving democracy - against the 
extremists and hate preachers who shut down debate and condemn anyone who 
disagrees with them. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12771/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary speech on the challenges of extremism 
… As Prime Minister David Cameron has said … we in Britain, have recognised - 
perhaps later than we should have - that to prevail in … [the] struggle [against 
extremism], we have to tackle all forms of extremism, not just violent extremism. We 
have to tackle head-on the narrative of extremism – including, crucially, the claim that 
Islam is incompatible with good citizenship of a Western country and that voting is 
“haram”; as well as the celebration of, or apology for, violence, wherever it appears. 
Because even in forms that we have hitherto tended to ignore, extremist narrative, 
unchecked and uncountered, fosters the environment in which violence flourishes. 
And to do that we have to understand why people are drawn to extremism in the first 
place. And how they progress from early curiosity about extremism to violent 
engagement; why in Britain, educated young men and women give up good jobs and 
good prospects to fight and, often, die under Da’esh’s black banner. … 
… we’ve been too reluctant in the past to recognise the link between non-violent 
extremism and violent  extremism.  For  decades  we  have  clung  to  a  false  distinction  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12771/
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between the two; we have tolerated – in fact we’ve even celebrated in the name of 
multiculturalism – ideas, behaviours and institutions that have encouraged separateness 
of identity and intolerance of difference. With hindsight, we’ve been too tolerant of 
intolerance. Too anxious about causing offence instead of standing up for what is right 
and tackling head on the radicalisers and the extremists peddling their messages of 
hatred and division. 
But no longer. We have fundamentally changed our approach. A few days ago, we 
published a comprehensive counter-extremism strategy based on four strands: 
countering the ideology of extremism; building social cohesion; supporting moderate 
mainstream voices; and disrupting the extremists wherever they seek to operate – from 
our schools and mosques through to our universities, prisons and even charities. … 
… it is possible to be a good Muslim and a good British citizen – as millions of British 
Muslims demonstrate every day. The best defence, we believe, against extremism is that 
British Muslims who are proud of their faith and proud of their nationality. … 
… it is essential that in our enthusiasm to tackle extremism, we don’t allow ourselves to 
confuse intolerance of intolerance with intolerance of difference. … 
… our values are more powerful than the values of the extremists. That tolerance of our 
differences is not weakness, but is the greatest strength of all. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-the-challenges-
of-extremism  
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-14642 Jackson Carlaw: Israel Needs Cultural Bridges, not Boycotts—That the 
Parliament acknowledges the recently published open letter signed by over 150 high-
profile cultural and political figures in support of the aims of Culture for Coexistence, an 
independent UK network representing a cross-section from the cultural world; notes that 
this open letter calls for an end to cultural boycotts of Israel and Israeli artists; notes the 
views expressed in the letter in support of a two-state solution and the promotion of 
greater understanding, mutual acceptance and peace through cultural engagement; 
notes that one example of this cultural exchange took place in 2015 year when the Israeli 
artist, Matan Ben-Cnaan, won first prize in the 2015 BP International Portrait Award and 
was given the opportunity to teach art to local school children at the opening of the 
exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery; hopes that, through groups such as the Centre 
for Scotland and Israel Relations, based in East Renfrewshire, similar educational and 
cultural programmes will take place in the coming months, and notes the views 
expressed in the letter that “Cultural engagement builds bridges, nurtures freedom and 
positive movement for change. We wholly endorse encouraging such a powerful tool for 
change rather than boycotting its use”. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-the-challenges-of-extremism
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-the-challenges-of-extremism
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14642&ResultsPerPage=10


 3 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Is Britain Fairer? 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/uploads/IBF/Final-
reports/EHRC_IBF_MainReport_acc.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-d.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-e.htm  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1  
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