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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Garnethill Synagogue 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, along with representatives of the Scottish Council of 
Jewish Communities (SCoJeC), Glasgow Jewish Representative Council and members 
of the Jewish community recently toured Garnethill Synagogue and the Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre. 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: “… We value and appreciate our relationship with 
Scotland’s Jewish communities, and welcome their contribution and input into our 
nation’s civic life.  The facilities at Garnethill Synagogue in Glasgow provide an excellent 
educational resource for everyone and help to raise awareness of the Jewish heritage in 
Scotland.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://firstminister.gov.scot/garnethill-synagogue/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Byron Davies [12666] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority in response 
to reports of incitement to violence against Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We deplore all incitement to violence and have urged the 
leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to avoid engaging in or 
encouraging the type of action and language which will make it more difficult to 
achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel to deal with 
allegations of incitement from either side. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) also raised the importance of calming tensions when 
he spoke to President Abbas on 9 October. 
 

https://firstminister.gov.scot/garnethill-synagogue/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12666/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Byron Davies [12568] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority on the recent violence 
in Israel and the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since the start of the current violence we have spoken regularly 
to both the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli government, urging them to use 
their influence to de-escalate the tensions. The most recent discussion with the 
Palestinian Authority was on 9 October when the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) spoke to President Abbas about the violence. On 8 
October, our Consul General in Jerusalem raised our concerns in his meetings 
with President Abbas’ political adviser, Majdi Khaldi; Palestinian chief negotiator 
and Secretary-General of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation, Sa’eb Erekat; 
and the Palestinian Chief of Police, Hazem Attallah. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12568/  
 

Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [12814] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to encourage Palestinian Authority officials to 
address the issue of incitement to violence. 

Tobias Ellwood: We deplore all incitement to violence and have urged the 
leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to avoid engaging in or 
encouraging the type of action and language which will make it more difficult to 
achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee as the appropriate channel to deal with 
allegations of incitement from either side. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) also raised the importance of calming tensions when 
he spoke to President Abbas on 9 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12814/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [12815] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations his Department has made to the Palestinian Authority on its 
involvement in direct peace talks without preconditions with the Israeli government. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK has made clear, in conversations with the Palestinian 
Authority, that the best way to achieve a two-state solution is through 
negotiations. However, in order to achieve this, there must be an environment 
conducive to peace, and that is why we are urging all parties to de-escalate 
current tensions across Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymead and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) emphasised 
the importance of resolving the current tensions when he spoke to President 
Abbas on 9 October. On 8 October, our Consul General in Jerusalem raised our 
concerns with President Abbas’ political adviser, Majdi Khaldi; Palestinian chief 
negotiator and Secretary-General of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation, 
Sa’eb Erekat; and the Palestinian Chief of Police, Hazem Attallah; as well as with 
Amal Jadou, Palestinian Assistant Minister for European Affairs, on 21 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-21/12815/  
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Scottish Parliament Debate 

Gaza 
17.17  Sandra White: … Let us be clear. The issue is about people: it is about a 
humanitarian crisis that is unfolding before our eyes. Regardless of where we sit on the 
debate on the on-going situation between the state of Palestine and the state of Israel, 
we cannot ignore or turn a blind eye to their plight. … 
I am heartened by the number of Israelis and Palestinians—Jews and non-Jews alike—
who wish to see a peaceful resolution to the situation and who, like me, condemn 
violence and extremism in any form. It is vital that we continue to speak out against the 
injustices and that we continue to strive for a real peace deal. … 

 

17.25  Claudia Beamish: … I first learned of the plight of the Palestinians from my 
father, who was a regular soldier in the British Army and was based in Bethlehem during 
the mandate. Because he had witnessed the injustice of the settlement, throughout his 
political life as a member of Parliament, he was an advocate for a Palestinian state and 
for support of refugees. Sixty years later, there is collective amnesia about the historical 
facts among many—although, of course, not all—Israelis. That is demonstrated by the 
Governments that they elect. Too often, other Governments and people across the world 
fail to understand the truth. … 

 

17.30  John Finnie:  … We can commend the Scottish Government for the support that 
it has shown to Gaza but we can also legitimately criticise it because, last month, it gave 
£2.5 million to a military corporation that made $3.614 billion of profit. That corporation is 
Lockheed Martin. I looked at its website today. It says: “Lockheed Martin is proud of the 
significant role it has fulfilled in the security of the State of Israel. The company is proud 
of the C-130 and F-16 aircraft that are faithfully serving the Israel Air Force since the 
970s and 1980s.” … 
£2.5 million could have done a lot of good in Gaza. … 
I encourage people to support Gaza effectively through boycotts, divestments and 
sanctions. … Israel’s regime is one of occupation, colonialism and apartheid. It is 
attacking the basics of living. … 

 

17.34  Kenny MacAskill: … Of course, Israel says that it is attacked, and that rockets 
come out of Gaza. I put on record my condemnation of the rockets that are fired into 
Israeli civilian areas, but two things must be said. First, the response of Israel is entirely 
disproportionate and goes way beyond what could ever be countenanced. Secondly, as 
everyone knows, a cat that is put in a corner will scratch and, if the people in Gaza are 
treated like that, nothing else can be expected. … 
Israel has created something that is to all intents and purposes a Bantustan. It is a 
society that cannot be expected to live as it is, because it requires access to areas 
beyond its borders, which have been encroached on by Israel. … in the limited space 
that Israel has allowed the Palestinian people in Gaza, civic society cannot be sustained. 
… Things have to change. Israel has to allow Gaza to live, develop and breathe and to 
have a civic society that can be maintained. … 

 

17.38  Jamie McGrigor: … We are pleased that Israel has taken some steps to ease the 
restrictions in Gaza … However, we believe, too, that some action is needed from both 
sides, which is why we continue to call on the Palestinian Authority, led by President 
Abbas, to take steps to return to Gaza and advance reconciliation. The Palestinians must 
also take steps to address Israel’s significant and legitimate security concerns. We 
should all recognise that Israel has faced an unacceptable barrage of rockets from 
Hamas and other militant groups. That is unsustainable. Israeli people cannot be 
expected to do nothing in the face of aggressive missiles. …  

 

17.43  Malcolm Chisholm: … There is a different story to be told of Gaza and her 
people—one of potential, resilience and a tenacity to grasp hope in the ruins of despair. 
Gaza’s children are among the most literate in the Arab world and they are imbued with a 
passion for learning. The culture and tradition of their land and their  close  connection  to  
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the sea and to the tending of their crops survive in the pages of their books. The height of 
their ambition is matched only by the height of the walls that lock them in—such is the 
nature of this conflict. … 
Israel must lift the blockade immediately. It must honour its obligations as an occupying 
force in the occupied Palestinian territories. It must then allow a sustainable economy to 
grow and lift the land out of its current crisis. … I join others in the chamber today in 
calling for the international community to put pressure on Israel as an immediate priority. 
…  

 

17.47  John Mason: … The motion refers to “justice” and a “just solution”. I certainly 
hope that we all support justice, but justice on its own can be quite a harsh concept. It is 
one of the words on our mace in the Parliament, but it is not the only word; “compassion” 
is another word that appears there. We need both those qualities when we talk about 
Israel and Gaza. We should look at the situation by seeking justice with compassion and 
we should encourage both sides to seek justice along with compassion for the other side. 
The key word in the motion that made me feel that I had to speak today was “genocide.” 
It is a strong word that we should not use lightly. … 

 

Sandra White: I will read out the dictionary definition of genocide, which is the deliberate 
killing or elimination of all or part of a racial, ethnic, religious, cultural or national group. I 
think that that is what has been happening in Gaza. I make no excuse or apology for 
using the word “genocide” in the manner that I did.  

 

John Mason: … The Nazis intended to destroy the Jews, but I do not think that there is 
any evidence or serious suggestion that Israel intends to destroy the Palestinians. 
This is not just an academic debate that we are engaged in. Criticism of Israel might not 
be intended to be an attack on the Jews but, in practice, it can be perceived in that way. 
The Jews in Glasgow and the west of Scotland tell us that they feel more threatened at 
present than they have done in living memory. 
I am not here to defend the Israeli Government and its actions—it is well able to do that 
itself—but we need to decide what our aim is when we have such debates and more 
generally when we consider the middle east situation. I hope that we want to do all that 
we can to bring peace to that region and that we want to be as supportive as we can be 
to Jews who live in Scotland. … 

 

17.56  The Minister for Europe and International Development (Humza Yousaf): … 
The Scottish Government unreservedly condemns all acts of violence, whichever party 
perpetrates them. It does not matter whether they be Muslim, Christian, Jewish, atheist, 
Palestinian or Israeli, because the deaths of all innocent persons are to be condemned 
and mourned equally. … 
Hamas is, of course, not a blameless party. A recent UN report accused it of war crimes 
for which it must answer. … 
… the situation in Gaza is unsustainable. I would go as far as to say that the Government 
believes that Gaza has been turned into the largest open-air prison in the world. The 
Scottish Government unequivocally condemns, in the strongest possible manner, the 
collective punishment of the people of Gaza. … 
… the Scottish Government … have consistently condemned obstacles to progressing 
the peace process, such as the continued expansion of illegal settlements—I use the 
term deliberately; we view the settlements as illegal. We have strongly discouraged trade 
and investment from illegal settlements, and last year we published guidance for public 
purchasers on dealing with companies that might be involved with illegal settlements. 
Cara Hilton asked about that. Our procurement guidelines are a step in the right 
direction. … 
The Scottish Government does not tolerate violence or extremism in any form in 
Scotland. Just as we condemn violence and extremism in Israel and Palestine, we 
condemn violence and extremism here when they are directed at our Palestinian, Israeli, 
Jewish or Muslim communities. 
We all hope for peace in Israel and Palestine, but the anger and frustration that fuel much  
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of the current violence will not subside unless there is hope for a better future. … 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10157&i=93675#
ScotParlOR  
 
 

European Union 

Opening Statement by the High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini 
on the Situation in Israel and Palestine at the European Parliament plenary session 
… The new wave of violence and terror is affecting innocents Israelis and Palestinians 
alike. There can be no excuse for terror: the incitement and the violence must end. The 
response of security forces needs to be proportionate and consistent regardless of who 
is the perpetrator. …  Both leaderships have responsibility to contain the situation of 
violence and to promote calm. … 
…  as we try to de-escalate the crisis, we must not lose sight of the underlying causes of 
tensions – the frustrations, the sense of insecurity, the lack of hope, the lack of political 
horizon. Without a political horizon, any de-escalation that we might even get, will only 
last for a limited time and we will go back again, and again, and again to the cycle of 
violence. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151028_01_en.htm  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Statement by the High Commissioner at the Special Meeting of the Human Rights 
Council on the occasion of the visit of the President of the State of Palestine 
The violence between Palestinians and the Israelis will draw us ever closer to a 
catastrophe if not stopped immediately.  The latest wave of violence has resulted in 58 
Palestinian deaths, with 2100 wounded; and 11 Israeli deaths, with 127 wounded. Some 
of these people were stabbed, shot, and even beaten to death by members of the public, 
both Israeli and Palestinian. In the context of suspected attacks, several Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli security forces, sometimes allegedly acting with 
disproportionate force, to the extent that extra-judicial killings are strongly suspected. In 
other incidents, Palestinians involved in demonstrations in the West Bank and along the 
Gaza fence have been reportedly shot by security forces using live ammunition – raising 
strong concerns again about excessive use of force. The stabbing and shooting and car 
attacks that have targeted Israelis are also totally unjustifiable. No matter what the 
grievances on both sides, violence cannot be the answer. … 
It is a confrontation between peoples who fear each other, who fear the corresponding 
motives of each other, and so fear the future. … unless checked quickly … There will be 
no mutual accommodation, no mutual acceptance, no warmth, no peace, only hate and 
bloodshed, and fear mixing, constantly, both into a poison for all. … 
The knifings must stop.  The incitement and car attacks must stop; the shootings and 
beatings must cease. Impunity for human rights violations, and violations of international 
humanitarian law should end, and there must be justice for the victims.  The actions by 
the settler movement throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, but particularly in 
and around occupied East Jerusalem, must be halted.  The excessive use of force by 
Israeli military and police, house demolitions and other collective punishments also 
cannot be permitted to continue. The blockade of Gaza must be ended. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Yemen: Jews 
Jim Shannon [12574] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Yemeni government on treatment of the 
Jewish community in that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain deeply concerned about the human rights situation 
in Yemen. The conflict and temporary suspension of Embassy operations in 
Sana’a in February 2015 has hampered our ability to pursue human rights work. 
The UK has previously lobbied the Yemeni Government – both bilaterally and 
through the Human Rights Council – on a wide range of human rights issues. We 
continue to raise the importance of compliance with human rights law with all 
sides to the conflict and to find a political solution to the conflict, which will help 
create the conditions for the legitimate Government to improve its capacity to 
protect human rights. The UK welcomes Yemen's commitment at the last Human 
Rights Council session to cooperate with the UN on protection of human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-20/12574/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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