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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza 
Nicholas Soames [11959] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what support he is giving to EU proposals to provide sea access to Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: The EU, with UK encouragement, has examined a number of 
options to encourage an easing of movement and access into and out of Gaza. 
This includes the possibility of EU assistance in establishing a sea-link from Gaza 
to another international port, currently envisaged in Cyprus. The UK and EU have 
consistently called on the Government of Israel to ease movement, including at 
sea, and will continue to do so. We have also been pushing for an increase in the 
size of the fishing zone off the coast of Gaza, in line with the limit of twenty 
nautical miles stipulated in the Oslo accords. On 10 September, during Israeli 
Prime Minister Mr Netanyahu’s visit to the UK, the Prime Minister, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Witney (Mr David Cameron), and the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Runnymead 
and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), emphasised the importance of improving access 
to Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-14/11959/  
 

Israel 
Hilary Benn [12182] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli government on the use of 
force by Israeli security personnel in response to protests. 

Philip Hammond: On 15 October, the Charge d'Affaires at our Embassy in Israel 
raised our concerns with Israel’s Deputy National Security Adviser, including 
specific discussions around punitive demolitions and the security at the Temple 
Mount/Haram al Sharif. On 16 October the National Security Adviser, Mark Lyall 
Grant, spoke with Israel’s National Security Adviser, Yossi Cohen, about the 
violence in Jerusalem and called for de-escalation and the need to do everything 
possible to keep the situation calm. Our officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
continue to urge both sides to de-escalate the current tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12182/  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-14/11959/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-14/11959/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12182/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12182/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Hilary Benn [12183] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority on action to 
prevent terrorist attacks in Israel. 

Philip Hammond: I spoke to President Abbas on 9 October about the violence in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and urged him to do everything in 
his power to reduce tensions and restore calm. In recent weeks, Her Majesty’s 
Consul General in Jerusalem has also pressed several senior Palestinian figures 
on the need to de-escalate the current tension. 
I strongly condemn the recent terrorist attacks. The effect that they are having on 
innocent civilians is appalling. I also strongly condemn all incitement to commit 
acts of violence by both sides. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12183/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"We remain convinced that a negotiated two-state solution is the only way to 
resolve the conflict." 
Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft of the UK Mission to the UN at the Security 
Council Open Debate on the Middle East … 
The British Government strongly condemns all acts of violence and incitement - no matter 
who committed them. We are clear that the parties need to agree on the status quo at 
Haram al-Sharif Temple Mount and commit to it. They need to tackle incitement, which 
fuels violence and hostility. And both sides need to do all they can to end the violence. If 
it doesn’t stop, it will only drag the parties further away from the solution that we all want. 
… 
Without progress in three areas, I fear that we will see only more violence. 
First, Gazans must be able to secure jobs and build their livelihoods. This means free 
movement of people and goods. It means immediate, practical measures from Israel to 
develop water and energy infrastructure. And it means Palestinian factions pushing 
forward with reconciliation and making reconstruction of Gaza a priority. 
Second, progress is desperately needed too in the West Bank. The transfer of authority 
over Area C to the Palestinian Authority, as the Oslo Accords set out, is critical to a 
successful two-state solution. It could unlock huge economic benefits. Immediate 
progress towards this would not only improve the lives of thousands of Palestinians, it 
would also help restore much needed faith in the peace process. 
And third, as my Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary made clear to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu last month, the expansion of settlements and demolition of Palestinian homes 
must stop. They are illegal under international law, they erode faith in the two-state 
solution, and they erode the physical viability of a Palestinian state. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-remain-convinced-that-a-negotiated-two-
state-solution-is-the-only-way-to-resolve-the-conflict  
 
 

United Nations 

Political failures, lack of hope, at root of latest Israeli-Palestinian violence – UN 
deputy chief 
The Israel-Palestine conflict has “once again entered a dangerous phase,” United 
Nations Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson told the Security Council today, warning 
that the  latest  eruption of  violence,  rising  tensions at  holy sites in  Jerusalem  and the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12183/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-16/12183/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-remain-convinced-that-a-negotiated-two-state-solution-is-the-only-way-to-resolve-the-conflict
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-remain-convinced-that-a-negotiated-two-state-solution-is-the-only-way-to-resolve-the-conflict
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alarmingly vitriolic nature of public discourse in the region is rooted in the lack of hope on 
both sides that peace is possible and the absence of a genuine political horizon. 
Stressing that the violence gripping the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
as well as Israel and Gaza shows no signs of abating, Mr. Eliasson strongly condemned 
all attacks against Israelis and Palestinians alike. “The recent wave of knife attacks and 
shootings is particularly appalling. There can be no justification for such despicable acts,” 
he declared. 
Mr Eliasson’s briefing to the Council … comes as Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is 
wrapping up a three-day mission to the region … 
He added that the conflict deteriorated mainly due to loss of hope in Palestinians to 
achieve a viable Palestinian state, poor economy in the country along with lack of job and 
opportunities, lack of security and legal and administrative processes and the ‘stifling and 
humiliating occupation’ that Palestinians have lived under for almost half a century. 
“They see, instead, the growth of illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank, which 
undermines the very possibility of a two-state solution and poses growing security risks 
to all. … 
Additionally, he stressed that the Israeli population is also gripped with a sense of fear as 
the recurrence of violence threatens their personal security. Moreover, Israeli’s are 
alarmed over the signs that anti-Semitism is on the rise globally. “We must understand 
these Israeli concerns. Israelis see growing attempts in the international community at 
what they believe is aimed at ‘de-legitimization’ of the State of Israel. When confronted 
with a climate of terror, Israelis rightly expect their authorities to enforce security,” …  
The vitriolic nature of the public discourse is alarming. “Every incident that takes place 
evokes impassioned narratives and counter-narratives that feed a vicious cycle of hatred 
and division,” he added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52341#.VipBt66rQqI  

 
Leaders of Israel, Palestine Must Take Public Stand against Extremism, Deputy 
Secretary-General Tells Security Council 
… Danny Danon (Israel) said the streets of his country had been swept by a “savage” 
tide of terror:  unprovoked attacks against Israelis for no reason other than that they were 
“Jews living in their historic homeland”.  Israel, like any country, was obliged to defend its 
citizens.  
He said Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas had repeatedly accused Israel of trying to 
change the status quo.  “This inflammatory allegation is false, and President Abbas 
knows it,” he said, stressing that Palestinians were trying to score easy victories without 
having to negotiate or recognize the Jewish State.  The best way to reduce tensions was 
to urge President Abbas to accept the Israeli Prime Minister’s call to meet with him. 
For its part, the United Nations must end its usual practice of calling on both sides to 
show restraint and state clearly:  there was one side that had been instigating a wave of 
terror.  “Stop making excuses for the Palestinians, and start holding them accountable,” 
… 
Nasser Judeh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign and Expatriates Affairs 
of Jordan, said …  Israel had been violating a number of Council resolutions, among 
them that all measures taken by the occupying Power were null and void and that East 
Jerusalem was part of the occupied territories. … The Israeli settlement policy and 
collective punishment against Palestinian, the blockade, seizure of lands and homes 
would not lead to peace.  The violations of the holy sites were ongoing and growing and 
had led to an escalation of the situation, threatening an explosion. …  
Samantha Power (United States) condemned terrorist attacks and other recent violence, 
urging both parties to exercise restraint.  That prospects for a two-State solution 
appeared to be diminishing was no excuse for stabbing innocent people.  She said that 
while her delegation supported Israel’s right to defend its citizens, it was concerned about  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/dsg/statements/index.asp?nid=674
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52341#.VipBt66rQqI
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Palestinian deaths under live fire by the Israeli Defence Forces, as well as settler 
violence against Palestinians in the West Bank. … 
Matthew Rycroft (United Kingdom) said the Council must send a clear message that 
frustration could not justify attacks and hate crimes.  He condemned all acts of violence 
and incitement, stressing that parties must agree on the status quo at Haram al-Sharif, 
tackle incitement and do their utmost to end the violence. … 
Maria Rubiales de Chamorro, Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, said the situation in Jerusalem had reached 
a point of conflagration, with despairing Palestinian youth driven to acts of violence as 
the only way they felt they would be heard, and Israeli communities acting out of fear and 
engendering a mob mentality. … 
Saad Abdullah N. al Saad (Saudi Arabia) said as P alestinian youth were being killed by 
Israeli occupation forces, bleeding continued at Haram al-Sharif.  Terrorist settlers killed, 
destroyed and burned.  The violence had started when settlers and soldiers stormed al-
Sharif and Israel had tried to impose new access restrictions.  Israel had failed to protect 
Islamic holy sites, demolished the gates of Haram al-Sharif and turned it into a prayer 
place for Jews.  Israeli extremists had set fire to the Cave of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron.  “Who can blame Palestinians if they do not believe the intentions of Israelis and 
its Government,” he asked … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12092.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-b.htm  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12092.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
** closes in 7 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
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