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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

BBC: Religion 
Stephen Timms [11308] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, 
whether requirements for religious content will be included in the new BBC Charter. 

Edward Vaizey: The overall scale and scope of the BBC, including the provision 
of different genres, is part of the Charter Review discussion. The public 
consultation looked at these issues and closed on 8 October having received 
more than 190,000 responses. In the coming months we will continue to listen to 
the views of the public, industry and this House as proposals for the future of the 
BBC are developed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11308/  
 

Charities: Islam 
Chris Leslie [11422] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she will 
meet representatives of the British Muslim charities sector to discuss concerns about the 
level of prejudice and unfair stigmatisation they may encounter in the course of their 
work; and if she will make a statement. 

Karen Bradley: Home Office Ministers and officials have meetings with a wide 
variety of organisations and individuals. Details of these meetings are published 
on the Cabinet Office website on a quarterly basis. 
I would be happy to consider further engagement as appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11422/  
 
 

Downing Street 

Hate Crime Awareness Week 2015: letter from the Prime Minister 
… Hate Crime Awareness Week is an important reminder of the need to continually 
confront hate crime and take every opportunity to celebrate diversity in Great Britain. 
It is also a chance to remember those who have been a victim of these despicable crimes 
and champion people who make it their duty to challenge intolerance and hatred. 
Crime   in  all  its   forms  is  wrong,   but  to  persecute  people  purely  because  of   their  
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background, gender, creed, sexual orientation or physical and mental ability is utterly 
abhorrent. … 
For too long, we’ve been so frightened of causing offence that we haven’t looked hard 
enough at what is going on in our communities. In too many cases there has been a 
passive tolerance in Britain of behaviour which fuels division and tensions in our 
communities. 
So let me be clear: no more passive tolerance in Britain. We all have a responsibility to 
stop this hatred: whether it is as simple as challenging the attitudes and behaviour that 
foster such prejudice at a young age or backing communities so they feel they have the 
tools to speak out against hatred. 
The government has a crucial role to play in this too, which is why we have one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to continue to protect communities from 
hostility, violence and bigotry. So we will continue to support communities and charities 
like Stop Hate UK and 17-24-30 so that victims are heard, perpetrators face justice and 
communities are protected. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hate-crime-awareness-week-2015-letter-from-the-
prime-minister  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Review of coroner services launched 
The review launched today will look at the impact of changes made in 2013, which 
included appointing the first national Chief Coroner to drive quality and consistency, 
allowing inquests to be held closer to the homes of the bereaved and creating more 
flexibility so services better meet faith requirements. … 
The review will also find out whether coroner services are responsive to faith group 
needs, particularly those who require less invasive post mortem examinations and timely 
funerals such as Jewish and Muslim communities. … 
The reforms introduced in 2013 include: 
 speeding up the release of bodies after post-mortem examination, and requiring 

coroners to notify the deceased’s next of kin or personal representative if the body 
cannot be released within 28 days … 

To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-of-coroner-services-launched  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Stephan Templ 
Baroness Deech [HL2403] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 
discussed with the government of Austria the case of Stephan Templ, chronicler of Nazi 
looting in Vienna, who has been sentenced to imprisonment in connection with his claim 
for restitution. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the legal case concerning 
Stephan Templ. Our Embassy has close relations with the Secretary General of 
the Austrian National Fund for Victims of National Socialism, which was 
established in 1995 to fulfil Austria’s responsibility towards the victims of National 
Socialism.  The  British  Government  encourages  the  authorities  in  Austria  and  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hate-crime-awareness-week-2015-letter-from-the-prime-minister
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other countries in the region to address restitution and compensation claims from 
those who were tragically affected by the Holocaust as soon as possible, in a way 
that would be just and satisfactory to the claimants. We will continue to engage 
with the authorities to press the case for victims of National Socialism to receive 
justice and fair compensation, particularly through the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. The Government has appointed Sir Eric Pickles as its 
envoy for post holocaust issues, and he will continue to raise such issues at every 
opportunity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2403/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Barry Sheerman [10685] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assistance her Department has given to the reconstruction of infrastructure in Gaza 
in the last five years. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK provided £349 million in support of Palestinian 
development between 20112015. This includes support for Gaza, the West Bank 
and Palestinian refugees throughout the region. 
In Gaza, DFID support has funded the construction of 13 schools. Following the 
2014 Gaza conflict, the UK provided £17 million of immediate humanitarian 
assistance and pledged a further £20 million of early recovery assistance at the 
2014 Cairo Gaza Reconstruction conference. DFID has already disbursed all of 
the Cairo pledge including £0.7 million to the Materials Monitoring Unit, which 
oversees and monitors the import, storage and supply of construction materials 
into Gaza under the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. DFID will exceed the Cairo 
pledge over the coming months, as residual funds are disbursed on rejuvenating 
business and boosting the economy in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10685/  
 

Palestinians 
Barry Sheerman [10686] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent discussions she has had with her international partners on the effectiveness 
of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID is supporting the temporary Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism (GRM) to facilitate the import of construction materials into Gaza. We 
are providing £0.7 million to the Materials Monitoring Unit which oversees and 
monitors the import, storage and supply of construction materials into Gaza under 
the GRM. We welcome the June 2015 agreement between the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities creating the Residential Stream of the GRM to allow 
imports of building materials into Gaza for the reconstruction of homes that were 
completely destroyed. Progress is being made with over 4,200 beneficiaries 
participating and almost 2,000 having bought construction material. The UK 
continues to call on international partners to disburse their pledges made at the 
October 2014 Cairo Gaza Reconstruction Conference without delay so that the 
pace of reconstruction in Gaza can increase. In addition, we continue to lobby the 
Israeli  authorities  to lift restrictions on movement and access as part of a political  
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agreement, which is the only long-term solution for reconstruction in Gaza. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10686/  
 

Palestinians 
Barry Sheerman [10687] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism. 

Tobias Ellwood: Through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) over 
95,000 people have now been able to buy materials to repair homes that were 
damaged during the conflict. However, we are concerned that none of the homes 
destroyed have been rebuilt yet. We therefore welcome the June 2015 agreement 
between the Israeli and the Palestinian authorities on the Residential Stream of 
the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism to support the reconstruction of homes that 
were completely destroyed. DFID is providing £700,000 to the Materials 
Monitoring Unit which monitors the import, storage, supply and use of construction 
materials into Gaza under the GRM. The UK is also calling on all donors to 
disburse pledges made at the October 2014 Cairo Gaza Reconstruction 
Conference without delay. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10687/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Brendan O’Hara [10767] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the demolition of the 
Samra School in Khirbeit Samra on 20 August 2015. 

Tobias Ellwood: Whilst we have not raised this particular demolition with Israel, 
our position is clear; demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and are, in all but the most 
exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. 
We regularly raise the issue of demolitions with our Israeli counterparts. For 
example on 24 September, Her Majesty's Ambassador to Israel raised demolitions 
with Israel's Justice Minister Shaked and on 10 September the Prime Minister, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (David Cameron), and the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymead and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) raised this issue with Israel's Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10767/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [10792] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assessment she has made of the effect in Gaza on (a) reconstruction and (b) the 
production of doors and furniture of the recent decision by the Israeli government to 
reduce the thickness of wood that can be imported into Gaza without prior approval to 
1cm. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID is aware of the issue of restrictions on the import of 
wood into Gaza and senior DFID officials have raised it with the Government of 
Israel at the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) meeting in September this year. 
We support calls to ease the number of items on the dual use list whilst 
recognising Israel’s legitimate security concerns about the use of materials for the 
manufacture of weapons. We urge Israel to make the process of listing materials 
as dual use more transparent and in line with internationally recognised dual use 
items. In the interim, DFID funding to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism is 
helping to ensure that construction materials reach Gaza. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10686/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10792/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [10793] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what representations she has made to her Israeli counterparts on reducing bureaucratic 
procedures around the  

Desmond Swayne: The UK government has consistently called on the 
Government of Israel to ease movement and access restrictions into and out of 
Gaza, including in a recent visit by the Minister of State for International 
Development. DFID officials also raised the issue of import restrictions on 
construction materials into Gaza with Israeli counterparts at the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee (AHLC) in September this year. The UK welcomed the June 2015 
agreement between the Israeli and the Palestinian authorities on the Residential 
Stream of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM), to allow imports of 
building materials into Gaza for the reconstruction of homes that were completely 
destroyed. Whilst this is a step in the right direction, we will continue to push for a 
durable solution in Gaza that will; address Israel’s legitimate security concerns, 
allow the opening up of movement and access and support the return of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10793/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Smith [10937] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what advice or guidance the Government provides on the potential risks 
associated with investing in or conducting business with Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: In December 2013, we placed advice online to raise awareness 
of the key security and political risks which UK businesses may face when 
operating abroad, including in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. This 
includes guidance on Israeli settlements  
(www.https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-business-risk-
palestinian-territories) 
We advise British businesses to bear in mind the British Government's view on the 
illegality of settlements under international law when considering investments and 
activities in the region. This is voluntary guidance to British businesses. It is the 
decision of an individual or company whether to operate in settlements in the 
Occupied Territories, but the British Government would neither encourage nor 
support such activity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10937/  
 

Palestinians 
Mark Pritchard [10984] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make representations to the Palestinian Authority on introducing 
legislation to abolish the death penalty. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government opposes all use of the death penalty as a 
matter of principle, including sentences imposed by the Palestinian Authority in 
the West Bank. I have asked that my officials in Jerusalem raise the issue of the 
death penalty with the Palestinian Authority in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10984/  
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Palestinians 
Mark Pritchard [10985] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what funding the UK provides for sports development in schools in the Palestinian 
territories. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK provided £349 million in support of Palestinian 
development between 2011-2015. DFID’s bilateral Palestinian programme 
supports UK Government objectives of a two-state solution and is structured 
around three key areas; helping the Palestinian Authority to build strong 
institutions and deliver essential services, promoting private sector growth to 
stimulate the economy, and providing humanitarian assistance and support to the 
vulnerable. The UK does not specifically fund sports development in schools in 
the occupied Palestinian territories (OPTs). Further details on DFID’s support to 
the OPTs can be found here: http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/countries/PS/projects/. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10985/  
 

Palestinians: Prisoners 
Mark Pritchard [11067] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps the Government has taken to stop UK funding being used to pay the 
wages of convicted terrorists from the Palestinian Territories in custody in Israeli prisons. 

Tobias Ellwood: No UK money is used for payments to Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails. The UK’s direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
is used to pay the salaries of PA public sector workers only. Our support is 
provided through a World Bank trust fund which carries out close monitoring of PA 
expenditure. The whole process is independently audited, which means we know 
exactly how our money is spent. We also have robust accounting procedures in 
place which mean we are confident that our funds do not benefit terrorist groups, 
and we ensure that our partners do the same. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11067/  
 

Palestinians 
Matthew Pennycook [11250] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism in enabling the construction and reconstruction of the Gaza 
Strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: Through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) over 
95,000 people have now been able to buy materials to repair homes that were 
damaged during the conflict. However, we are concerned that none of the homes 
destroyed have been rebuilt yet. We therefore welcome the June 2015 agreement 
between the Israeli and the Palestinian authorities on the Residential Stream of 
the GRM to support the reconstruction of homes that were completely destroyed. 
DFID is providing £700,000 to the Materials Monitoring Unit which monitors the 
import, storage, supply and use of construction materials into Gaza under the 
GRM. The UK is also calling on all donors to disburse pledges made at the 
October 2014 Cairo Gaza Reconstruction Conference without delay. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11250/  
 

Gaza: Reconstruction 
Steve McCabe [11441] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism with  officals from  Israel's Ministry of  Defence on 17 September.  We  
 

http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/countries/PS/projects/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/10985/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11067/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-09/11250/
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regularly urge the Israeli Government to intensify measures to support Gaza’s 
reconstruction and economic development. On 10 September, during Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s visit to the UK the Prime Minister, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Witney (David Cameron), and the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Runnymead 
and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), emphasised the importance of improving daily life 
for the people of Gaza, for example through better power and water supplies and 
facilitating exports from Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-10-12/11441/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
** Tomorrow’s BBC (closing date 5 November 2015) 
https://consultations.external.bbc.co.uk/bbc/future-ideas  
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 
** Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice 
Act 2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms  
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