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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

New group to tackle hate crime 
… The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs, Paul Wheelhouse said: “There is 
absolutely no place for bigotry and prejudice in Scotland and this Government is clear 
that any form of hate crime is totally unacceptable and will not be tolerated in 21st century 
Scotland. 
“We have already invested more than £80 million since 2012 to advance equality and 
tackle discrimination and I am confident that progress is being made. 
“The overall number of hate crimes reported in Scotland have fallen compared to last 
year’s statistics, but we know that certain communities are less likely to report crimes of 
this nature. For our part, we remain absolutely committed to doing all we can as a 
Government to tackle inequality and create and support safer and stronger communities 
for all. 
“That is why I am pleased to announce that we are establishing an Independent Advisory 
Group on Hate Crime, Prejudice and Community Cohesion and I am delighted that this 
group will be chaired by Dr Duncan Morrow, who I greatly respect.  
… the main purpose of the group is to provide evidenced findings and recommendations 
which the Scottish Government can take forward in partnership with communities to help 
eliminate hate crime for good. … 
[The main findings of] the research report “What Works to Reduce Prejudice? A Review 
of the Evidence” which was published this morning … include: 
 There are two main theories of prejudice reduction - ‘Contact’ where exposure to 

others reduces prejudice itself and ‘education’ where information about other groups 
provides a challenge to negative attitudes; 

 Sustained activities have more impact than short-term interventions; and 
 Overly dramatic and factually incorrect interpretations of prejudice for the purpose of 

‘hard hitting’ messages could risk alienating sections of the audience. … 
Dr Duncan Morrow … said: “Hate crime and prejudice, regardless of whether this is 
violent or expressed through verbal comments and passive behaviours, has a corrosive 
and damaging effect on individuals and communities. It undermines community 
cohesion, isolates and alienates individuals and generates fear and mistrust of those who 
appear to be different from ourselves. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/New-group-to-tackle-hate-crime-1e54.aspx 
 
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/New-group-to-tackle-hate-crime-1e54.aspx
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What works to reduce prejudice and discrimination? - A review of the evidence 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00487370.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL2418] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the progress achieved at the meeting of the Middle East Quartet on 10 
September. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 30 September 2015, the Quartet met in the 
margins of the UN General Assembly. The Quartet released a statement 
reaffirming its commitment to the two state solution and noting the urgency of 
progress towards this objective, in the context of the intensifying threat of 
terrorism, sectarian extremism and radicalisation in the Middle East. Amongst 
other things, the Quartet expressed concern at current trends, and stressed the 
need for significant steps on the ground, consistent with past agreements. The 
UK, represented by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), 
attended the expanded second part of the meeting. The Foreign Secretary 
stressed the need for practical actions which would have impact on the ground 
and expressed concern at settlements, housing demolitions and population 
clearances. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2418/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-
Quartet_statement.pdf  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL2443] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the extension of the Separation Barrier 
in the Cremisan Valley and its effect on Christian families who previously occupied that 
land. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
raised the issue of the separation barrier though Cremisan Valley with the Israeli 
authorities on several occasions, most recently on 1 September. On 9 July, the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), issued a press 
statement which was clear that the UK is deeply concerned by the Israeli 
Supreme Court’s decision of 6 July to allow the construction of 1.2km of the 
Separation Barrier through the Cremisan Valley. If built, this section of the 
Separation Barrier will restrict 58 Palestinian families from accessing their land, 
which will have a detrimental effect on their livelihoods. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2443/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/foreign-office-minister-comments-
on-israel-supreme-court-decision-regarding-separation-barrier  
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00487370.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2418/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2418/
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-Quartet_statement.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/09-30-2015_Middle_East-Quartet_statement.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2443/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2443/
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/foreign-office-minister-comments-on-israel-supreme-court-decision-regarding-separation-barrier
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Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge [HL2444] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel following the stop-work order issued by the Israeli 
Civil Administration in relation to the construction of a football field in the Muslim village 
of Wadi Foquin in the Bethlehem district of the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While the British Government has not raised this 
specific case with the Israeli authorities, we frequently lobby the Israeli 
government on this issue more broadly: we urge them to take steps to enable 
Palestinian construction, most recently on 17 September with Deputy Head of 
Israeli Office for the Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories 
(COGAT). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2444/ 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2446] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what training has been 
provided to British military and police personnel by Israel in the past 12 months. 

Earl Howe: During the last 12 months, one military officer has attended an 
International Brigade Logistics Course in Israel at the invitation of the Israeli 
Defence Forces. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2446/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister Tobias Ellwood statement on violence in Israel and OPTs 
Speaking today Tobias Ellwood said: The UK Government remains extremely concerned 
by the violence that we have seen across Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
so far this month. 
We condemn the terrorist attacks in Jerusalem on 13 October which have resulted in the 
deaths of a number of Israeli citizens, as well as other attacks which have left multiple 
innocent civilians wounded. We are also concerned by the use of force by Israeli security 
personnel in response to protests and security incidents, which has resulted in several 
deaths and thousands of injuries. 
We urge all parties to refrain from violence, and encourage Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders to actively de-escalate the situation and avoid measures which could further fuel 
tensions. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-
in-israel-and-opts  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2444/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2444/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2446/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-05/HL2446/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-in-israel-and-opts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violence-in-israel-and-opts
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/news/consultation-seek-views-charities-accounts 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
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