
 1 

 

12 October 2015 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Israel Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Israel 

Scottish Green Party 

The following motion and amendment were approved by the Scottish Green Party 
Conference: 
… 11.4.4 … The Scottish Green Party recognises that historically the 
Palestinian peoples have enjoyed peaceful religious and ethnic cohabitation alongside 
political domination, sometimes justified by religious motivation. … The current 
occupation originates in the nationalist ideology of Zionism, which advocated that Jews 
should establish a new nation specifically for Jewish people rather than be citizens of 
the countries where they lived and where they were often persecuted. … This started in 
the 19th century … and escalated with the birth of the state of Israel in 1948 by military 
conquest … accompanied by the ethnic cleansing of 750,000 Palestinian people, 80% 
of the population of what became Israel (the Nakba, or 'catastrophe'). Colonisation and 
ethnic cleansing has continued: e.g. through war, military occupation, land confiscation, 
house demolition, control of water supplies, environmental degradation, building of 
settlements, the separation wall, the Gaza blockade and the collective punishment of 
communities, bombing of civilian populations etc. Much has been aided or tolerated 
by Western Governments and also infringes international law … 
Since its establishment, Israel has been a safe home for many Jews who survived the 
Nazi holocaust and for others escaping anti Semitism. However, modern day Zionism, 
which advocates that Jewish people have a superior right to the land of Palestine, is a 
racist ideology. Israel's claim to be a Jewish and democratic state, the home of all Jews 
in which non Jews have inferior rights constitutes apartheid and is unacceptable. It is 
not supported by the Scottish Green Party.   
11.4.5 Palestine and Israel: Objectives The Scottish Green Party will work towards: the 
recognition of a Palestinian state as a step towards full self determination for 
the Palestinian peoples; enforcement of UN Security Council Resolutions 242, 338 and 
146 and General Assembly Resolution 194; repeal of Israel's law of return (Aliyah); a 
two-way arms embargo on Israel and a transitional process of reconstruction 
and development … 
11.4.6.1.1 The Scottish Green Party believes that all peoples living in historic Palestine, 
whether their current status is Israeli or Palestinian; Jews, Muslims or Christians and 
those of all ethnic or religious backgrounds and identities, should have and be able to 
exercise full human and civil rights throughout the lands currently designated as Israel 
and the occupied territories.  
11.4.6.1.2 We support the recognition  of  a  Palestinian  state, affording  full  rights  and  
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duties under the United Nations, the International Court of Justice and 
international treaties, as a step towards fairly and freely agreed self-determination for all 
peoples of historic Palestine. … 
11.4.6.1.3 On fulfilment of its obligations under international law, we would support 
efforts at equal negotiations between the Israeli government and representatives 
of Palestinian people, … 
11.4.6.2.3 We call for the right of return of Palestinian refugees … 
11.4.6.2.5 We call for Israel to be subject to the Fourth Geneva Conventions (and UN 
Security Council Resolution 446) concerning the rights of individuals and communities, 
to cease building and to withdraw from all existing settlements beyond the 1967 borders 
of Israel; … 
11.4.6.3.1. The Scottish Green Party condemns Israel's claim to be 'the Jewish State' 
and the giving of preferential rights to Jews over Palestinians;  
11.4.6.3.2 We condemn the Jewish National Fund/Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael for 
activities in excluding non-Jews from Israeli land and denounce the organisation for 
claiming to be an 'ecological agency'. We endorse the international call for action 
against the JNF / KKL and support efforts to revoke the charitable status of its Scottish 
and UK organisations,  
11.4.6.3.3 We call on Israel to repeal its 'law of return' as this is incompatible with the full 
exercise of human rights and is discriminatory. We call on Israel to allow Palestinians 
and their families to exercise their right to return to their former homes and be offered 
full Israeli citizenship, or to compensate and afford full citizenship rights to those unable 
or unwilling to return to their homes and/or property. 
11.4.6.3.4 We condemn Zionism as a racist ideology based on Jewish supremacy in 
Palestine, as well as the related ideology of Christian Zionism. We oppose Green 
Zionism, the ideology of Green parties in Israel, which is an attempt to fuse Green 
values with Zionism. … 
11.4.6.4.1 We condemn the use of military force by Israel against Palestinians in Gaza, 
the West Bank and neighbouring countries and Israel and call for a complete twoway 
arms embargo on Israel. We condemn companies and public bodies in Scotland that 
participate in the arms trade with Israel and call on them to terminate all such contracts;  
11.4.6.4.2 We call for the removal of Hamas from the designation as a terrorist 
organization … 
11.4.6.4.3 We call on the unconditional release of all Palestinian political prisoners from 
Israeli jails … 
We call on all senior political and military personnel who have been named in the 
execution of war crimes and crimes against humanity, to be pursued and to stand trial in 
the International Criminal Court; … 
11.4.6.5.1 The Scottish Green Party will support the Palestinians' call for Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions against Israel, including a boycott of Israeli goods and 
services and an academic and cultural boycott, until Israel fulfils its obligations under 
international law … 
11.4.6.5.2 We will campaign for and support divestment by Local Authorities, other 
institutions of government (including the Local Government Pension Scheme) and civil 
society organisations from Israel, Israeli companies and companies supporting the 
Israeli government's illegal occupation of Palestine. … 
11.4.6.5.4 The Scottish Green Party will press for EU legislation to prohibit the import 
into the EU of products from Israeli settlements in the West Bank. … 
 

Amendment 1: In section 11.4.6.1.2, in the last sentence, insert "and” between "Israel" 
and "refugees" Delete the remainder of the final sentence.  
 

To read the full motion, see 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/086bf7fc9a069dfced2d14c66/files/FINAL_2nd_Agenda_C
onference_2015.pdf  (pp2-6) 
 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/086bf7fc9a069dfced2d14c66/files/FINAL_2nd_Agenda_Conference_2015.pdf
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European Union 

Federica Mogherini spoke to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Abbas 
… the High Representative underlined the need to promote calm, encourage restraint 
and avoid actions which would fuel the tensions even further. Too many people have 
died already and too many families were left bereaved. 
Federica Mogherini condemned acts of terror against civilians, and stressed that any 
reaction should be proportionate. 
The High Representative recalled in both conversations that the only way to tackle the 
violence and unrest is to quickly restart a credible political process. The immediate 
priority is for the parties to agree on substantial steps which would improve the situation 
on the ground and build a path back to final status negotiations. A negotiated two state 
solution is the only way to bring the lasting peace and security that both Israelis and 
Palestinians deserve. 
President Abbas assured the HRVP that he is determined to keep the situation under 
control. Prime Minister Netanyahu restated to the High Representative his commitment 
to maintain the status quo at the holy sites. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151011_02_en.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
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