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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Lord Hylton [HL2187] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they define extremism, 
other than violent extremism, as mentioned in the Statement of 7 September regarding 
Syria (HL Deb, cols 1246–50). 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Since 2011, we have consistently defined 
extremism as ‘Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs. We also include in our definition of extremism calls for 
the death of members of our armed forces, whether in this country or overseas’. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2187/  

 

The Statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150907-
0001.htm#15090716000026  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Safeguarding animal welfare at slaughter 
Rebecca Evans, Deputy Minister for Farming and Food:  The safeguarding of the 
health and welfare of all animals kept in Wales throughout their lives - up to and including 
the point of slaughter - is a priority for the Welsh Government. … While there have been 
no reported cases in Wales, the reports earlier this year about animal welfare abuses in 
slaughterhouses in England should be of concern to all of us.   
In Wales, we have already put in place additional welfare safeguards that improve the 
welfare of animals produced for food. The Welfare of Animals at Time of Killing (Wales) 
Regulations 2014 implemented the provisions of EC Regulation 1099/2009. These 
Regulations apply to slaughter and related operations in slaughterhouses, and also to 
seasonal slaughter and related operations outside a slaughterhouse in Wales. The 
provisions place greater responsibility on the slaughterhouse operator relating to the 
welfare of the animals, including a standard operating procedure for killing and handling. 
They also require the appointment of an Animal Welfare Officer at slaughterhouses 
operating at throughputs of 1,000 livestock units or 150,000 birds per year. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2015/animalwelfareslaughter/?lang=en  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns violence in Israel and OPTs 
Philip Hammond concerned by clashes, and urges calm.  
I continue to be deeply concerned by violent clashes across the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and Israel which have resulted in a number of deaths and hundreds of injuries. 
We condemn all acts of violence, including attacks by Palestinians and by Israeli settlers. 
We urge all sides to take immediate steps to de-escalate the tensions and avoid actions 
that threaten to exacerbate the situation. 
Every Israeli and Palestinian has the right to live in peace and security. We understand, 
and share, the deep frustration on all sides at the lack of progress on the Middle East 
Peace Process. The current violence underlines that a just and lasting resolution that 
ends the occupation and delivers peace for both Israelis and Palestinians is long 
overdue. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-
opts  
 
 

United Nations 

‘Extremely concerned’ by escalating West Bank violence, UN rights chief urges 
restraint 
Voicing extreme concern over escalating tensions and rapidly-spreading violence in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, the United Nations human rights chief today called for 
urgent action by both Israelis and Palestinians to halt the violence, while stressing the 
need to ensure security forces comply with international standards and respect for 
human rights. … 
More bloodshed, he warned, will only lead to more hatred on both sides, and offer no 
solution in the long run. 
According to High Commissioner Zeid, growing frustration and despair of the prolonged 
occupation have led to escalating tensions, which caused high number of casualties 
resulting from the use of live ammunition by Israeli security forces. 
“The use of .22 calibre rifles against protestors is of particular concern,” said Mr. Zeid, 
which has caused many Palestinian deaths in the past. “The use of any firearms by law 
enforcement should be the exception, and only where less extreme means are 
insufficient to put a stop to an imminent threat of death or serious injury,” he stressed. 
Further, collective punishments, such as punitive home demolitions, are being stepped 
up in East Jerusalem as part of the response of Israeli authorities to the situation. 
Calling those operations both illegal and counterproductive, the UN rights chief 
underscored that “any response to the current situation must be strictly in accordance 
with norms and standards contained in international law.” 
While fully supporting the Secretary-General’s call for urgent action by both sides to stop 
any further escalation, the High Commissioner reiterated the imperative need to ensure 
that security forces comply with international standards on use of force. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52204  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52204


 3 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
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