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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Speaker marks Community Relations and Cultural Diversity Week 
As part of Community Relations and Cultural Diversity Week, the Speaker of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly, Mitchel McLaughlin MLA, hosted an event "One Assembly, Many 
Peoples" to celebrate the diversity of the community. … 
"I don't believe this community was ever just orange and green but it certainly is not now. 
This is one Assembly of many peoples. We are here to represent the whole spectrum of 
our society. We are to represent people of different political views, different religions, 
different ages, different genders, and different sexual preferences. … 
… we do have to challenge ourselves collectively and ask whether we recognise the 
diversity of our community enough. … Celebrating the diversity of our community should 
not be something we only do defensively in response to negative influences such as 
offensive remarks or racist attacks. 
We cannot just rely complacently on a reputation of hospitality. We should instead 
recognise and celebrate our diversity proactively and routinely. All of the new 
communities who have come here of course make an important contribution to our 
economy and our health service and so many more sectors. But it is much more than 
that. We should recognise our minority communities not just as workers but as 
neighbours and friends. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/news-and-media/press-releases/speaker-marks-
community-relations-and-cultural-diversity-week/  
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Israel 

BBC 

Government to introduce rules to stop 'political' boycotts 
The government is to introduce new rules to stop "politically-motivated" boycotts by local 
councils. Ministers said they would amend pension and procurement policies to prevent 
boycotts and removal of investments. … 
 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/news-and-media/press-releases/speaker-marks-community-relations-and-cultural-diversity-week/
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In recent months, Leicester City Council has boycotted goods from Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank - a move being challenged by Jewish Human Rights Watch.  
The Labour-run council says it opposes "the continuing illegal occupation". … 
Four Scottish councils have resolved to boycott Israeli goods in recent years, according 
to the Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign. 
Other councils in Wales and Northern Ireland have also backed boycotts. 
A Conservative spokesman said there was "growing concern over militant actions of left-
wing councils, spurred on by trade unions and the Labour leadership". … Such actions 
"threaten to poison community relations and harm Britain's economic and international 
interests", … 
Greg Clark, secretary of state for communities and local government, said: "Divisive 
policies undermine good community relations, and harm the economic security of 
families by pushing up council tax. We need to challenge and prevent the politics of 
division." 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34433313 
 

Information about the above proposals has not yet been published on the Gov.uk website 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister Tobias Ellwood statement on fatal shooting near Nablus 
FCO Minister Tobias Ellwood said: The UK strongly condemns the fatal shooting of two 
Israelis near Nablus in the West Bank. My thoughts are with the victims’ family.  
Violent attacks of this nature only undermine the cause of peace. We urge all sides to 
promote calm, to avoid escalating tensions, and to work together to ensure those 
responsible are brought to justice. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-fatal-
shooting-near-nablus  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on yesterday's killing of two Israeli civilians in the 
West Bank 
Today we mourn once again the loss of human lives. The killing of an Israeli couple has 
left four young children orphaned and, once again, civilians have been targeted so as to 
cause terrible suffering and to try to undermine any possibility of a political solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The EU expresses its condolences to the Henkin family. The 
perpetrators of this act must be brought to justice. 
Even in the face of such a crime, restraint and calm are needed on all sides to ensure 
that the violence witnessed yesterday and in recent months does not  aggravate the 
situation further. On the contrary, the continuing loss of life highlights once more the 
necessity for a political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict." 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151002_02_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

At UN, Israeli leader calls on Palestinians to resume peace talks, deplores Iran for 
annihilation threats 
… “I am prepared to immediately, immediately, resume direct peace negotiations with the 
Palestinian Authority without any preconditions whatsoever,” [Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu] told the  UN General Assembly on the fourth day of its 70th annual  
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34433313
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-fatal-shooting-near-nablus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-fatal-shooting-near-nablus
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151002_02_en.htm
http://gadebate.un.org/70/israel
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Debate. “Unfortunately, President Abbas said yesterday that he is not prepared to do 
this. I hope he changes his mind.” 
“Because I remain committed to a vision of two states for two peoples, in which a 
demilitarized Palestinian state recognizes the Jewish State,” he said. “Israel expects the 
Palestinian Authority to abide by its commitments. The Palestinians should not walk 
away from peace. President Abbas, I know it’s not easy. 
“I know it’s hard. But we owe it to our peoples to try, to continue to try, because together, 
if we actually negotiate and stop negotiating about the negotiation, if we actually sit down 
and try to resolve this conflict between us, recognize each other, not use a Palestinian 
state as a stepping stone for another Islamist dictatorship in the Middle East, but 
something that will live at peace next to the Jewish state, if we actually do that, we can 
do remarkable things for our peoples.” … 
Mr. Netanyahu devoted the lion’s share to Iran, this year denouncing the international 
deal on its nuclear programme, warning that it would the Islamic Republic would use the 
hundreds of billions of frozen dollars unlocked by the accord to further terrorism around 
the world. … 
“Unleashed and un-muzzled, Iran will go on the prowl, devouring more and more prey. In 
the wake of the nuclear deal, Iran is spending billions of dollars on weapons and 
satellites. … 
Last week, Iranian army commander Major-General Ataollah Salehi proclaimed ‘We will 
annihilate Israel for sure,’ … So here’s my message to the rulers of Iran: Your plan to 
destroy Israel will fail. Israel will not permit any force on earth to threaten its future,” … 
“And here’s my message to all the countries represented here: Whatever resolutions you 
may adopt in this building, whatever decisions you may take in your capitals, Israel will 
do whatever it must do to defend our State and to defend our people.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52101#.VhAHfROqqko  
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Other Relevant Information 

Employment Tribunal 

An Employment Appeals Tribunal has ruled that a limited company can bring a claim of 
direct discrimination under the Equality Act 2010, rejecting the argument that protection 
from discrimination under the Act is limited to individuals.  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKEAT/2015/0054_15_0506.html  
 
 

British Humanist Association 

‘An Unholy Mess’: New report reveals ‘near-universal noncompliance’ with School 
Admissions Code among religiously selective state schools in England 
As many as hundreds of thousands of children have been unlawfully denied access to 
religiously selective state schools in England, almost all of which are failing to comply 
with the School Admissions Code …  
The School Admissions Code sets out the rules that all state-funded schools in England 
must legally follow in setting their admission arrangements, and individuals are able to 
lodge objections with the Office of the Schools Adjudicator if they believe a school has 
failed to comply.  
In 2014  the  British Humanist Association and  Fair Admissions  Campaign  did  just that,  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52101#.VhAHfROqqko
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKEAT/2015/0054_15_0506.html
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lodging objections to the arrangements of a representative sample of nearly 50 religiously 
selective secondary schools. With rulings on all bar one of those objections now 
completed, the OSA identified well over a thousand Code breaches, with near-universal 
non-compliance amongst schools. The findings suggest that religiously selective 
secondary schools across England may be breaking the Admissions Code some 12,000 
times between them … 
To read the full press release see 
https://humanism.org.uk/2015/10/01/an-unholy-mess-new-report-reveals-near-universal-
noncompliance-with-school-admissions-code-among-state-faith-schools-in-england/ 
 
An Unholy Mess How virtually all religiously selective state schools in England are 
breaking the law  
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 

https://humanism.org.uk/2015/10/01/an-unholy-mess-new-report-reveals-near-universal-noncompliance-with-school-admissions-code-among-state-faith-schools-in-england/
https://humanism.org.uk/2015/10/01/an-unholy-mess-new-report-reveals-near-universal-noncompliance-with-school-admissions-code-among-state-faith-schools-in-england/
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
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** closes in 8 days 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
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