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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Mediation 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Marie Rimmer [6940] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what steps he is taking to 
reform regulation of the Civil Mediation Council and the wider mediation industry. 
Marie Rimmer [6941] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what assessment his 
Department has made of the policies and procedures of (a) the Civil Mediation Council 
and (b) CMCL and the verification processes to recognise and accredit Registered 
Mediation Providers and CMC Registered Mediators. 

Dominic Raab: We have no current plans to regulate the Civil Mediation Council 
or the wider mediation industry. 
My Department has not made any detailed assessment of the Civil Mediation 
Council’s policies and procedures or the CML’s verification processes to 
recognise registered mediation providers or CMC registered mediators. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6940/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6941/  
 

Mediation 
Marie Rimmer [6946] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what information and 
guidance his Department has published online since 1 July 2013 on (a) mediating legal 
disputes and (b) the identity and costs charged by providers of mediation services. 

Dominic Raab: The government encourages people to use mediation as a way of 
solving legal disputes rather than going to court. Our web pages which can be 
found under gov.uk, includes information about neighbour disputes, debt, and 
accidents and injuries and encourages parties to consider mediation. Information 
is also available for family disputes where it is now a legislative requirement that 
anyone considering applying to court for an order about their children or finances 
is legally obliged to attend a Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting first, 
unless specific exemptions apply (for example domestic violence). 
This Department publishes information about mediation providers annually at 
http://www.civilmediation.justice.gov.uk/ Those mediators listed are accredited by  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6940/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6940/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6941/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6941/
http://www.civilmediation.justice.gov.uk/
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the Civil Mediation Council. The mediators have agreed to a sliding scale of fees 
depending on the monetary value of the claim. The scale can also be found at the 
link above.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-14/6946/  
 

Radicalism 
Andrew Rosindell [4896] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps she is taking to reduce radicalisation of British nationals in the UK. 

John Hayes: Protecting those who are vulnerable and at risk of radicalisation is a 
job for all of us. This is the purpose of the Prevent programme. We have delivered 
over 180 community-based Prevent projects since 2011. In 2014 we supported 
over 70 community Prevent projects which involved almost 40,000 people. Our 
work with social media providers has disrupted online ISIL propaganda, and we 
have excluded more preachers of hate from the UK than any previous 
government. We work with hundreds of mosques, faith groups and community 
organisations. The new Prevent duty that came into force on 1 July will make sure 
key bodies across the country play their part and work in partnership to prevent 
people from being drawn into terrorism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-30/4896/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Wandsworth Prison 
Lord Kennedy of Southwark [HL1383] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what facilities 
are available for prisoners at HMP Wandsworth to participate in acts of worship. 

Lord Faulks: HMP Wandsworth is a large, diverse London prison catering for 
approximately 1620 men and comprising two units, a B-category local prison and 
a C-category resettlement unit. The religious affiliation of these prisoners is 
similarly diverse and is supported by a large multi-faith chaplaincy team. Recent 
HMIP inspections of the prison have given positive reports of chaplaincy provision 
and access to religious services. 
The prison has a good range and quality of religious space that allows each faith 
group to meet regularly in suitable surroundings. These include a designated 
mosque, a church and two multi-faith chaplaincy rooms that are adaptable and 
used by the Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Orthodox and Jehovah Witness faith 
communities. 
All prisoners are seen on arrival by the chaplaincy team and their religious 
affiliation ascertained. For the smaller faith groups, prisoners will be followed up 
by the individual chaplains and invited to a weekly time of worship. All faith groups 
have at least a minimum of one hour of weekly corporate worship and the offer of 
additional religious classes. For Christian and Muslim denominations, because of 
the substantial numbers involved, prisoners are asked to request whether they 
would like to attend a weekly time of worship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-13/HL1383/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Armed Conflict 
Baroness Tonge [HL1419] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many (1) single 
amputee, and (2) multiple amputee, children require prosthetics as a result of being 
injured in Operation Protective Edge; what assessment they have made of the access 
Gazan children have to prosthetics and rehabilitation; and what assessment they have 
made of the cost of funding a single prosthetic limb for a child through to adulthood. 

Baroness Verma: DFID does not routinely carry out such assessments. Following 
the conflict in Gaza, DFID provided £724,518 to a Medical Aid for Palestinians 
(MAP) project which provided support for trauma and plastic reconstructive 
surgery and essential medical equipment to Gaza hospitals. 
MAP published a report on a mission carried out in August 2014 to make an 
assessment of needs and any immediate surgical work if required which can be 
read here:  
http://www.map-uk.org/downloads/map-ideals-gaza-medical-report-august-2014-
(2).pdf. 

Assessment Mission of MAP, 9-14 August 2014  
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/389984/original/Assessment%20Mission%20of%20MAP,%20Ideals
%20Medical%20Team%20-%20East%20Jerusalem%20and%20Gaza%209%20-
14%20August%202014.pdf  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1419/  

 
Visas: Palestinians 

Baroness Tonge [HL1423] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they 
have given to relaxing visa restrictions for Palestinians in line with Israeli visa 
requirements. 

Lord Bates: Nationals or citizens of Israel, who hold a full Israeli passport, do not 
require a visa to come to the UK as a visitor or for short-term study for less than 
six months. Holders of Palestinian travel documents require a visa to come to the 
UK for any purpose in the Immigration Rules. 
The government regularly reviews the visa system. Visa regimes are imposed and 
removed on the basis of the risk that the country’s citizens pose to the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1423/  
 
 

United Nations Association – UK 

UK Government risks weakening ATT by putting arms sales before human rights 
A recent relaxing of restrictions on arms exports to Israel raises concerns that the new 
government may be taking a less cautious approach to arms exports to countries with 
bad human rights records. Such actions risk undermining the UK’s reputation as a 
champion of the Arms Trade Treaty …  
Following a year-long review, the Government announced on 14 July that it would 
remove the additional measures being applied to arms licences to Israel. The 
measures, which UNA-UK argued did not go far enough, were imposed following last 
summer’s hostilities where arms containing British components may have been used in 
Gaza by Israeli forces.  
The  Israel  decision  is  emblematic  of  a  much  wider  issue - the  UK's widespread and  
 

http://www.map-uk.org/downloads/map-ideals-gaza-medical-report-august-2014-(2).pdf
http://www.map-uk.org/downloads/map-ideals-gaza-medical-report-august-2014-(2).pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/389984/original/Assessment%20Mission%20of%20MAP,%20Ideals%20Medical%20Team%20-%20East%20Jerusalem%20and%20Gaza%209%20-14%20August%202014.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/389984/original/Assessment%20Mission%20of%20MAP,%20Ideals%20Medical%20Team%20-%20East%20Jerusalem%20and%20Gaza%209%20-14%20August%202014.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/389984/original/Assessment%20Mission%20of%20MAP,%20Ideals%20Medical%20Team%20-%20East%20Jerusalem%20and%20Gaza%209%20-14%20August%202014.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/389984/original/Assessment%20Mission%20of%20MAP,%20Ideals%20Medical%20Team%20-%20East%20Jerusalem%20and%20Gaza%209%20-14%20August%202014.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1419/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1419/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1423/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-07-14/HL1423/
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controversial practice of granting licences to states classified by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office as 'Countries of Human Rights Concern'. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.una.org.uk/news/15/07/uk-government-risks-weakening-att-putting-arms-
sales-human-rights  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

ODIHR Director Link joins call for establishing 22 July as European Day for the 
Victims of Hate Crime and victim-centred approach to countering hate crimes 
Michael Georg Link, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights, added his voice to calls for the establishment of 22 July as the European Day for 
the Victims of Hate Crime. … 
“Hate crimes affect the security of individuals, their communities and societies as a 
whole. … We must send a clear message that these crimes will not be tolerated … 
State institutions must have comprehensive approaches to effectively counter these 
crimes. For example, police officers are most often the first contacts for victims of hate 
crimes. They need to be able to support and be sensitive to victims in that first encounter. 
This is why effective work by law enforcement agencies is vital to increasing confidence 
and security,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/173996  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 

http://www.una.org.uk/news/15/07/uk-government-risks-weakening-att-putting-arms-sales-human-rights
http://www.una.org.uk/news/15/07/uk-government-risks-weakening-att-putting-arms-sales-human-rights
http://www.osce.org/odihr/173996
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Triennial Review of Human Tissue Authority (closes 31 August 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444552/CfE
_HTA.pdf  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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