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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Lord Hylton [HL845] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
ensure that all departments promote greater social cohesion and positive relations 
between all faiths, cultures and opinions, in addition to preventing extreme and criminal 
behaviour. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Strong communities, built on a shared set of 
values, are the foundations of a strong society. Our approach to integration 
breaks down barriers: emphasising local action and bringing people together; 
celebrating what we have in common rather than what divides us and protecting 
and promoting our core values. My Department has spent over £45 million on 
integration projects since 2010 as part of a more targeted approach - building 
integrated communities and supporting British values. This includes £12 million in 
2014 - 15 to support 30 projects to build integration, reaching over 335,000 
people. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL845/  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons 

col 1637  Graham Evans: Will my right hon. Friend join me in paying tribute to Sir 
Nicholas Winton and the work that he did, saving hundreds of Jewish children’s lives? 
Will my right hon. Friend remind the House of the role of this country in saving the lives of 
10,000 Jewish children prior to world war two? 
Chris Grayling: I gladly do that. Sir Nicholas Winton was a great figure at a difficult time 
for this country and for Europe. He is one of a small number of people who performed 
heroic acts in saving the lives of a large number of people. His memory should always be 
cherished in this country. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/debtext/15070
2-0001.htm#15070233000002  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL845/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-25/HL845/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/debtext/150702-0001.htm#15070233000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/debtext/150702-0001.htm#15070233000002
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-13698 Jamie McGrigor: Death of Sir Nicholas Winton, the British Schindler –  
That the Parliament expresses its sadness at the death, at the age of 106, of Sir Nicholas 
Winton, whose kindertransports earned him the name “the British Schindler”; sends its 
sincere condolences to Sir Nicholas’s family and friends; is aware that he organised the 
rescue of 669 Jewish children destined for the Nazi concentration camps by arranging for 
them to be transported to the UK, where they were placed with foster families; notes that 
he was knighted by Her Majesty The Queen in 2003 and that in 2014 he was awarded 
the Order of the White Lion, the highest state honour of the Czech Republic, and hopes 
that Sir Nicholas’s exceptional humanity and modesty will continue to inspire this and 
future generations. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13698&ResultsPerPage=10  
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Iranian Nuclear Programme 
col 557WH  Ian Austin: … We appear set to enter an agreement that, within 10 to 15 
years, will allow Iran to reduce its breakout time to almost zero … As the sanctions fall 
away, Iran will receive a huge economic and political boost, greatly empowering it in its 
ambitions to dominate the region. It is not surprising that that has united Israel and some 
Arab states in deep concern. 

 

Mark Pritchard: … Great leaders from Persian history, such as King Darius and King 
Cyrus, supported the return of Jews from Persia to Jerusalem and helped to pay for the 
building of the Temple. That is real leadership, and it shows how to live in peace with 
Israel, rather than threaten it. …  

 

col 558WH  Ian Austin: There is also real concern that Iran will use its strengthened 
economic and political position to expand its existing destabilising activities. The country 
is shipping rockets to Palestinian armed groups in the Gaza strip and paying them to fire 
those rockets at Israel. It is also shipping rockets to Hezbollah in Lebanon, which now 
has 100,000 rockets aimed at Israel. In addition, it is shipping weapons to Houthi rebels 
in Yemen, propping up Assad in Syria and expanding its attempt to dominate a Shi’a-
controlled Iraq. It is worth recalling that Hezbollah, which answers to the Iranian regime, 
is also guilty of murderous attacks on European soil. Just this week, a Hezbollah 
operative was convicted in Cyprus and sentenced to six years’ imprisonment for planning 
an attack against Israeli targets there. 
Will the Minister tell us what discussions the Government are having with our US and EU 
allies and with friends in the region, including the Gulf states, Egypt, Jordan and Israel, 
about how to contain an Iran that will be unbound by this deal? How does the UK plan to 
work with its allies to deter Iran from pursuing more destabilising behaviour? In the short 
term, the deal is likely to grant Iran an immediate bonus, which could amount to up to 
$50 billion, as a result of the lifting of sanctions. How will the Government ensure that 
that money is not used to increase Iranian insurgent activities in Syria, Iraq and Yemen 
or to continue supporting and arming Hezbollah and Hamas? … 
It is particularly disgraceful that Iranian leaders have repeated open calls for the 
destruction of Israel. That includes the supreme leader, in November last year, tweeting 
a nine-point plan for Israel’s elimination. Will the Minister assure us that the tone of 
relations between this country and  Iran will  reflect the  deep  distaste  we have for  such  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13698&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13698&ResultsPerPage=10
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rhetoric and for Iran’s general approach to the region? Finally, will he give a commitment 
that the UK will continue to enhance its strategic co-operation with Israel against shared 
threats, including Iranian behaviour? … 

 

col 559WH  Daniel Poulter: … Iran has a distasteful track record of supporting states 
that have supported acts of terrorism. The supreme leader also has an unacceptable 
track record in terms of his behaviour towards the state of Israel. … 

 

col 562WH  Neil Parish: … If we—the international community—sign a flawed 
agreement with Iran, that will most definitely lead to war, for the simple reason that Iran 
will produce a nuclear weapon. Many of the states in the middle east—not just Israel—
will want to follow suit, and all that we will have will be a huge proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in the middle east. Are we all, including the Americans, going to sit back and let 
that happen, when the Iranian President still will not recognise the state of Israel, and 
would prefer it to be written off the face of the map? … 

 

col 566WH  Pat McFadden: … Throughout this process, facilities have been discovered 
whose existence had not been previously admitted; uranium has been enriched beyond 
the levels needed for civilian use; and Iran has continued to sponsor client groups in the 
region, such as Hamas and Hezbollah … It is little wonder that in this environment trust is 
in short supply. Does the Minister agree that calls by Iran for sanctions to be lifted as 
soon as an agreement is signed should be resisted? …  
This discussion … is also about whether Iran is really serious about adopting a different 
role in the region, and a wider role than the one it has pursued in recent years. The 
rhetoric that comes from the top of the regime continues to be belligerent, to call for the 
annihilation of the state of Israel and to cause huge concern, even among our non-Israeli 
allies in the region. …  

 

col 571WH  The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … we completely 
understand that Israel and our partners in the Gulf have concerns. To them we say, as 
we have said consistently: we do not want and will not do a bad deal. We will only do a 
deal that provides assurances about the peaceful nature of Iran’s programme. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/halltext/150702
h0001.htm#15070234000002  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Ensuring the right to freedom of religion or belief vital to ensuring security and 
stability, say participants at OSCE meeting 
Work by states, both in national policies and in co-operation with a range of actors at the 
national and international levels, including religious and belief communities, to ensure the 
freedom of religion or belief is vital to ensuring security and stability … 
Michael Georg Link, Director of ODIHR, told the meeting that the practice in some OSCE 
participating States of limiting the full and free exercise of the right to freedom of religion 
or belief to a list of religious and belief communities pre-defined and approved by the 
state, and the rise in some places of “hostile social forces, born of prejudice, fear and 
contempt,” which have created intolerable and dangerous environments for particular 
religious or belief communities, were two issues of particular concern. … 
The meeting will address opportunities to advance freedom of religion or belief and 
promote mutual respect and understanding in the OSCE area, creating conditions for 
meaningful and sustained dialogue between and among religious or belief communities 
in order to ensure stability and security, and advancing  freedom of  religion or  belief and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/halltext/150702h0001.htm#15070234000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150702/halltext/150702h0001.htm#15070234000002
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fostering mutual respect and understanding through dialogue and co-operation among 
and between authorities, religious and belief communities, and civil society. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/169051  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 7 days 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/169051
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
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Education and Adoption Bill (closing date 14 July 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/june/call-for-written-evidence-education-and-
adoption-bill/  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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