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Israel 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Alarming accounts of human rights violations of Palestinians living under 
occupation – UN expert 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, Makarim Wibisono, today expressed deep concern about 
the human rights situation of Palestinians living under the 48-year-long Israeli 
occupation. 
“Accounts show that occupation policies constrain Palestinian life and push Palestinians 
to leave their land and homes, especially in area C of the West Bank, and East 
Jerusalem,” said the expert after his second mission to the region. … 
“… In the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, there are daily infringements of 
Palestinian rights as land is increasingly lost to illegal settlements,” the human rights 
expert warned.  “Simply closing our eyes is allowing these practices to continue – the 
international community must ensure the promise of universal human rights no longer 
rings hollow to Palestinians,” he stressed … 
“Accountability is critical for dealing with past violations as well as preventing future 
ones,” Mr. Wibisono explained. “This includes accountability for violations in the context 
of successive Israeli military operations, including the 2014 hostilities in Gaza. It is the 
only way to move forward.” … 
“The bottom line remains that, if Gaza is to recover from the damage wrought by multiple 
rounds of hostility and a shattered economy, the blockade must be lifted. The people 
deserve help and realisation of their human rights, not collective punishment,” he said. … 
“People are deprived of the means to help themselves and they cannot leave – this is a 
very dangerous situation,” … 
From Bedouin communities in the West Bank, to Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem, 
families live under the threat of settler violence, home demolitions and forcible transfer. 
… “Occupation policies and practices go beyond control of land – they impact every 
aspect of life and wear heavily on the social fabric of communities,” … 
“A high percentage of the Palestinian population, including hundreds of children, are 
detained by Israel every year and there are serious questions over lack of due process 
protections afforded under the military justice system,” he stated. “On the other hand, 
there appears to be little legal consequence for numerous allegations of settler violence 
or excessive use of force by Israeli security forces against Palestinians.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16110&LangID=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Political leadership key to implementing zero-tolerance policy towards anti-
Semitism in Hungary, say OSCE officials during joint visit 
… “OSCE commitments highlight the important role played by political leaders in 
countering anti-Semitism, but talk is not enough – what’s needed is action,” [OHDIR] 
Director Link said. “We see many opportunities to demonstrate such leadership in 
Hungary and are very concerned about worrying expressions of anti-Semitism in public 
discourse. … 
“Anti-Semitism, manifest more in extremist rhetoric than violent incidents, has contributed 
to the sense of anxiety and uncertainty felt by many Hungarian Jews,” said Rabbi Baker 
[Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating Anti-
Semitism] . …  
The importance of developing adequate and comprehensive responses to anti-Semitism 
was emphasized at a high level event in November to mark the 10th Anniversary of the 
OSCE’s Berlin Conference on Anti-Semitism. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/165361  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted

