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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Young People: Racial Discrimination 
David Simpson [1991] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps her 
Department is taking to prevent young people in schools and colleges from developing 
racist mindsets. 

Edward Timpson: All schools are subject to the Equality Act 2010, and are 
required to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs. This includes challenging prejudices or statements which counter 
British values. All state-funded schools are required to promote community 
cohesion, and the national curriculum for citizenship supports teachers to inform 
pupils about the diverse range of identities in the United Kingdom, and the 
importance of respecting others. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1991/  
 

Radicalism 
David Anderson [1486] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
whether under proposed legislation on tackling extremism and terrorism, if a person is 
found guilty of extremism for expressing certain views, all other people who have 
expressed those views will be prosecuted. 

Karen Bradley: We are not intending to create a new criminal offence of 
extremism in the Bill so the issue of being found guilty will not arise. The Counter-
Extremism Bill will introduce new civil powers to tackle extremism. These include 
Banning Orders to outlaw extremist groups, Extremism Disruption Orders to 
restrict the harmful activities of individual extremists and Closure Orders to close 
down premises used to promote extremism. 
The proposed powers will be applied on a case by case basis taking into account 
the specific circumstances and actions involved. The legislation will be subject to 
safeguards to ensure our new powers are used where they are needed to stop 
extremism and protect the public, including judicial oversight. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-08/1486/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1991/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-08/1486/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-08/1486/
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House of Commons Library Briefing Paper 

Religious Education in School 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7167/CBP-7167.pdf  
 
 

Office for National Statistics 

Ethnicity and religion of non-UK born population in England and Wales, 2011 Census 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_407038.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Tackling hate crime in Scotland 
… Minister for Local Government and Community Empowerment Marco Biagi … said: 
“The Scottish Government is clear in its belief that there is absolutely no excuse for any 
form of hate crime in our society. It is simply not acceptable and will not be tolerated. 
We believe that everyone has the right to be safe and to feel safe in their communities, 
and we are committed to creating and supporting safer and stronger communities in 
which we all take responsibility for our actions and how they affect others. … 
Undoubtedly international events have had an impact in our communities in Scotland and 
whilst we cannot be held responsible for the actions of overseas Governments and other 
groups, it is concerning to see rises in relation to hate crime that impacts on both our 
Jewish and Muslim communities in Scotland. All such crimes must be investigated 
thoroughly and we will continue to work closely with Muslim and Jewish organisations to 
improve the lives of people within our communities. …  
“Scotland is becoming a more tolerant country but we are not complacent. … “I commend 
the efforts of Police Scotland and the Crown Office who are showing strong leadership in 
this area. Together we will show we truly are One Scotland and will continue to work with 
all of you to completely eradicate hate crime from our society.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-in-Scotland-1a33.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Fabian Hamilton [2028] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what financial assistance her Department has given to the Palestinian Authority and its 
agencies in each of the last three years for which information is available. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK provided the Palestinian Authority (PA) with £24.4 
million in financial year 2014/15, £43.4 million in 2013/14 (which included an 
additional core grant of £7.5m as the PA was facing a severe financial crisis) and 
£35.3 million in 2012/13. We provide technical and financial assistance to the PA 
to support our statebuilding objectives and to deliver public services in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Our total OPTs spend for these 3 years: 
2012/13 – £87,685,103.93 
2013/14 – £93,858,767.21 
 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7167/CBP-7167.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_407038.pdf
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-in-Scotland-1a33.aspx
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2014/15 – £83,404,099.83 
= £264,947,970.97 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/2028/  

 
Antibiotics: Drug Resistance 

Stephen McPartland [1622] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what steps his Department plans to take in response to the recommendations in 
the report of the Prime Minister's Anti-Microbial Resistance Review, published on 14 May 
2015. 

Joseph Johnson: The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills supports 
research in these areas through the UK Research Councils, which support a 
broad portfolio of research addressing different aspects of the problem of 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR). The Medical Research Council (MRC) is leading 
an initiative involving all seven of the Research Councils to tackle AMR on all 
fronts. Launched in June 2014, the AMR initiative will coordinate the work of 
medical researchers, biologists, engineers, vets, economists, social scientists, 
mathematicians and even designers, in a multi-pronged approach to address all 
aspects of the multi-faceted problem, drawing together a range of scientific 
expertise from the UK and abroad. 
In addition, the MRC established the AMR Funders’ Forum to encourage a 
coordinated approach to funding research. It brings together the Research 
Councils with health departments, government bodies and charities that either 
provide support for AMR research or have an interest in AMR. The Forum aims to 
provide a strategic overview of AMR research in the UK and to create a shared 
vision for the future of AMR research and its potential impact on policy and 
treatments. 
AMR is a global problem, which means that the work of the Research Councils in 
this area extends beyond the UK.   
Since 2012 the MRC has been involved in the EC-funded Joint Programming 
Initiative on Antimicrobial Resistance (JPIAMR), which is coordinating research in 
19 European countries, plus Israel and Canada, to address AMR on a global 
scale. As part of this work, the MRC completed a mapping exercise to pull 
together all the research carried out in these countries over the last seven years. 
This will help us to identify gaps and opportunities for future AMR research. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1622/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL343] To ask Her Majesty’s Government (1) what assessment they 
have made of the government of Israel’s changing policy towards Hamas, and (2) what 
support they will give to Hamas in policing the Salafist jihadist movement and ISIS in 
Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government of Israel proscribes the whole of 
Hamas and the law in Israel therefore prohibits any discussion with the 
organisation. We are not aware of any change in this policy. While the British 
Government proscribes only the military wing of Hamas, we have no contacts with 
Hamas. Our policy on Hamas remains clear: they must renounce violence, 
recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL343/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/2028/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/2028/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL343/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL343/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL344] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
held with the government of Israel concerning the number of children killed and injured in 
the West Bank and Gaza, in the light of the current UN debate on Israel’s inclusion on 
the list of countries which violate children’s rights. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly 
raise the issue of excessive use of force with the Israeli government and security 
figures including on cases of children injured and killed. Officials last raised issues 
surrounding the welfare of Palestinian children with the Israeli Ministry of Justice 
on 2 June. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL344/  

 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL345] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
held with the government of Israel concerning the 64 Palestinians, including nine 
children, who were injured by Israeli Forces in the West Bank during the week ending 1 
June. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
not raised these incidents with the Israeli authorities, we do regularly raise our 
concerns with representatives of the Israeli security forces on the use of lethal and 
non-lethal ammunition. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL345/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL346] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
held with the government of Israel concerning the State Attorney's decision to file an 
indictment for only a minor offence in the case of 16 year-old Samir Awad. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not 
yet raised the latest update on the Samir Awad case with the Israeli authorities, 
but they are planning to do so at the next relevant meeting. We understand that 
the Israeli State Attorney’s office made the decision to charge the respective 
soldiers in this case with reckless and negligent use of firearms. This decision 
came from the Israel Defence Forces’ assessment that it was not clear which of 
the soldiers fired the firearms. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv is concerned about the 
high rate of criminal investigations into the fatal shootings of Palestinians that are 
closed without indictments. They regularly meet with senior Israeli authorities in 
the Ministry of Justice, Attorney General’s Office, Military Advocate General’s 
office, State Comptroller, National Security Council and other government bodies 
to lobby on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL346/  
 

Middle East: Nuclear Weapons 
Baroness Tonge [HL352] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the threat to stability in the Middle East of a nuclear-armed Israel; and 
what action they will take to discourage nuclear proliferation in the Middle East. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK notes that Israel has neither confirmed 
nor denied that it possesses nuclear weapons. Israel is the only state in the region 
not to have acceded to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The British 
Government continues to call on Israel to do so as a non nuclear weapon state. In 
that regard we also call on Israel to agree a full scope Comprehensive Safeguards 
Agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
The   UK  will  continue  to   discourage  nuclear  proliferation in  the  Middle  East,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL344/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL344/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL345/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL345/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL346/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-08/HL346/
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including by working with E3+3 (China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, 
the UK, and the US) partners and Iran to negotiate a comprehensive deal on 
Iran’s nuclear programme, supporting efforts to tackle the deep seated regional 
tensions and genuine security concerns in the region, as well as working towards 
holding a conference on establishing a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons 
and all other weapons of mass destruction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-09/HL352/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

House of Commons Library Briefing paper 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7232/CBP-7232.pdf  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-09/HL352/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-09/HL352/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7232/CBP-7232.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
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Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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