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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Demonstrations: Greater London 
Wes Streeting [1646] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she will 
place a ban on the proposed rally by far right groups on 4 July 2015 in Golders Green. 

Mike Penning: The Home Secretary has no powers to ban a static demonstration. 
We have a long-standing tradition of freedom of expression and association in this 
country and the Government is clear that people are free to gather to protest and 
express their views in public. However, the right to protest does not extend to 
threats and other criminal behaviour. Like all members of the public, protesters 
are subject to the law and should individuals cross the boundary into criminal acts 
including public order offences, hate crime offences including anti-Semitic or 
violent behaviour, the police will take action. 
The Home Secretary has written to the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police to 
ask that he takes full account of the available powers in respect of the 
demonstration planned for Golders Green on 4 July 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-09/1646/  

 
 

Welsh Government 

It’s Time to Choose 
From today, new television adverts … will be broadcast, together with new radio and 
digital adverts … to encourage Welsh residents to think about their organ donation 
choices and to provide them with the information to allow them to formally register their 
decision to opt in or opt out of becoming an organ donor – if they wish to do so – in 
advance of December 1. … 
Under the new system, if people have not registered a decision to become an organ 
donor (opted in) or a decision not to become an organ donor (opted out), they will be 
considered as having no objection to being an organ donor - this is called deemed 
consent. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/150615time/?lang=en  

TOP 
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Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Poland 
Baroness Deech [HL247] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to raise 
with the newly-elected President of Poland the issue of restitution of property seized from 
Polish citizens during the Nazi and Communist regimes. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: I refer the noble Baroness to my answer of 24 
March 2015 (HL5574). We will continue to look for more opportunities to raise 
property restitution with the relevant Polish authorities, and encourage the 
government in Poland to make progress on legislation in this area. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-03/HL247/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Motion to take Note 

Trade and Investment 
col 1006  The Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills & 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Maude of Horsham): … Investment and 
exports are vital but they do not represent the entirety of the ways in which British 
businesses and our economy benefit from international engagement. The UK-Israel Tech 
Hub is an innovative approach that focuses on helping to bring together potential 
partners, which may not directly result in substantial investment or immediate formal 
exports but none the less builds strength through synergies. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150615-
0001.htm#15061514000302   
 

col 1045  Lord Mendelsohn: … [The Minister’s] comments about the UK-Israel tech hub 
being a new pioneering method are warmly welcomed. … 
 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150615-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Occupied Territories: Trees 
Laurence Robertson[ 1851] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the government of 
Israel about the displacement of trees in Palestine under the Olive Tree Project; and if he 
will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv express our serious 
concerns to the Israeli government about the destruction of olive trees, whether by 
the Israeli authorities or by extremist settlers, on a regular basis. They raised the 
issue of settler violence and destruction of olive trees most recently with an Israeli 
Police Spokesperson on 13 May. 
We are well aware of the difficulties facing Palestinian olive growers and of the 
particular sensitivities around olive trees given their status as a national symbol 
and  the  sole  source  of   income   for  many   Palestinian   farmers.   The   Israeli  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-03/HL247/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-03/HL247/
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authorities are responsible for enforcing the rule of law and providing the 
appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1851/  

 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL150] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the current availability of electricity, water, and sewerage to the people of 
Gaza. 

Baroness Verma: UK aid is saving lives and providing services, but we still need 
to see a political solution for Gaza that will open up movement and access whilst 
addressing Israel’s legitimate security concerns. We continue to press Israel to 
facilitate improvements in water and electricity infrastructure in Gaza. The issue 
has also been raised in recent visits by the Minister of State for International 
Development and the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL150/  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jo Cox (126) Anniversary of Israeli bombardment of Gaza – That this House 
recognises that 8 July 2015 will be the first anniversary of the start of the most recent and 
most devastating Israeli military operation in Gaza and resulted in, according to the UN, 
more than 2,000 deaths, 1,492 of them civilians and 551 of those, children; notes there 
has been no meaningful reconstruction of Gaza which saw over 100,000 homes 
destroyed or severely damaged in last year's conflict, that children in particular have 
suffered the harshest of conditions and that no action has been taken to challenge the 
violations of international law as exemplified by the security wall, the ongoing occupation 
of the Palestinian territories, or the illegal blockade and separation of Gaza; calls on the 
Government to intensify its actions within the international community and towards the 
Israeli government to resolve the humanitarian and political crisis in Palestine; further 
calls for a more direct and stringent message to the Israeli government that progress on 
talks to reach a long-term and peaceful solution must be delivered within an agreed time 
frame; and calls on the Foreign Secretary to prioritise action through the UN Security 
Council for a meaningful UN resolution in this regard. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/126  
 
 

House of Commons Petition 

Stance of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on Hamas 
The Petition of residents in the Southend West constituency, 
Declares that the Petitioners believe that the Foreign Office view Hamas as a plausible 
negotiating partner for creating a peace agreement with Israel; further that the Petitioners 
believe that such a view is incorrect as Hamas’s own political charter clearly states that it 
seeks nothing less than the destruction of Israel; further that the Petitioners believe that 
the Foreign Office is unwilling to clearly declare that it deplores the use of civilians and 
civilian buildings by Hamas as part of Hamas’s warfare strategy; Hamas’s consequential 
abuse of  civilian  properties  as  places  from  which  to  launch  attacks on Israel, and its  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-10/1851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL150/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL150/
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abuse of civilians as human shields resulting in a disproportionate loss of life; further that 
the Petitioners believe that Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East, and is the 
only place in the Middle East where Christianity and other faiths can co-exist peacefully 
and thrive; further that a lack of clarity in support of Israel contributes to anti-Jewish 
sentiment; further that the Petitioners recognise the need for, and the rights of, the 
civilians of Gaza and other Arabs who live within and around Israel for a peaceable 
existence; and further that the Petitioners believe that the lack of demonstrable public 
clarity by the Foreign Office to support Israel and to deplore Hamas is deeply concerning. 
The Petitioners therefore urges the House of Commons to request that the Foreign Office 
explains its actions and views on Israel, and clarifies its view of and position on Hamas. 
And the Petitioners remain, etc.—[Presented bySir David Amess , Official Report, 12 
February 2015; Vol. 592, c. 1049.] [P001436] 

Observations from the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs: 
The UK is a firm friend of Israel and we enjoy an excellent bilateral relationship, built on 
decades of co-operation between our two countries across a range of fields including 
education, hi-tech research, business, arts and culture. The Government have made 
significant progress in building the UK-Israel partnership. On almost every front, we have 
taken the relationship to new levels. 
The Prime Minister, who visited Israel in 2014, has made clear the importance he 
attaches to this relationship, most recently during a call with Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, following his re-election. The FCO Ministers have also repeatedly 
expressed their support for working closely with Israel on issues that matter to us both. 
And we continue to support Israel’s right to self-defence; our commitment to Israel’s 
security is unwavering. UK Government policy on Hamas have not changed and is clear: 
Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed 
agreements. These conditions remain the benchmark against which Hamas’ intentions 
should be judged. 
Throughout the hostilities in Gaza of summer 2014, the UK condemned Hamas’ illegal 
and indiscriminate rocket attacks against Israel and stressed the need for Hamas and 
other militant groups to stop them. We condemned any use of human shields as 
violations of international humanitarian law, and we called on all sides to ensure that 
civilians were not put in danger. The UK was also clear that Israel had a right to take 
action to defend itself but needed to act proportionately and to minimise the risk of 
civilian casualties. 
We also made clear our serious concern regarding human rights abuses in Gaza by 
Hamas. We are deeply concerned by incitement in the Hamas-run media and leadership, 
which is both anti-Israel and anti-Semitic; we are concerned about the deteriorating 
freedoms of religion and belief; and we are concerned about the continued use of 
extrajudicial executions of alleged collaborators. 
Hamas’ military wing (Izz al-Din al-Qassem Brigades) is proscribed by the UK 
Government and have been since March 2001. Proscription makes it a criminal offence 
to invite support for a proscribed organisation which includes, but is not restricted to, the 
provision of funds. 
The entirety of Hamas (including its political and military wings) has been listed by the 
European Union since 2003. The UK enforces the EU asset freeze on Hamas through 
the Terrorist Asset Freezing Act 2010 which makes it a criminal offence for individuals or 
entities to supply funding to any part of Hamas. In December 2014, the listing of Hamas 
was annulled on procedural grounds by the European Court. This does not mean that the 
EU no longer considers Hamas a terrorist organisation and the European Commission is 
challenging the European Court’s decision. The asset freeze remains in place while the 
legal challenge is ongoing. 
The UK has a longstanding policy of no direct contact with Hamas. No UK aid money 
goes to Hamas. Safeguards ensure compliance with UK and EU legislation on terror 
financing. 
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Anti-Semitism is a separate issue, but the following should be noted to address the 
remark made in the petition. The United Kingdom remains firmly committed to fighting all 
forms of anti-Semitism, wherever it is found, both domestically and globally. The FCO 
plays an active part in the cross-Government working group on anti-Semitism. We 
encourage our embassies and high commissions across the world to remain vigilant to 
resurgent anti-Semitism and report to London on developing issues of concern. We work 
actively through multilateral organisations and bilaterally to tackle anti-Semitism 
wherever it is found 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150615/petntext/15061
5p0001.htm#15061517000002  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-13518 Sandra White: Freedom Flotilla Coalition Sets Sail to Gaza—That the 
Parliament supports the Freedom Flotilla Coalition in its attempts to end the naval 
blockade of Gaza, which has been described by the UN’s Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs, Baroness Valerie Amos, as amounting to "a collective 
punishment of all those living in Gaza and is a denial of basic human rights in 
contravention of international law"; notes that a convoy of ships has departed from 
European ports with the objective of delivering humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, and 
calls on the international community to assist in ensuring that Israel allows this much 
needed aid to enter the Gaza Strip. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13518&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Commission brings together religious leaders to discuss “Living together and 
disagreeing well” 
Today the European Commission hosted the annual high-level meeting with religious 
leaders. First Vice-President Frans Timmermans hosted European Parliament Vice-
President Antonio Tajani and fifteen religious leaders from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu, Buddhist and Mormon communities. … 
Frans Timmermans said: "This dialogue has never been more important. Our societies 
face fundamental challenges, and churches and religions are among the actors that can 
play an important role in promoting social cohesion and bridging divides. The leaders 
here today are partners for the European Commission as they can share their experience 
in fighting against fundamentalism, discrimination and in building mutual trust and 
understanding."   Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European Parliament responsible 
for the implementation of the dialogue, added: "… Dialogue between religions is crucial 
to defend the values of our societies. European institutions should foster this dialogue not 
only at the level of religious leaders and theological experts. Young people should be 
involved. … 
The conclusions of the high-level meeting today will feed into the first Annual Colloquium 
on Fundamental Rights in the EU to be held on 1 and 2 October 2015. The central theme 
of the Colloquium will be “Tolerance and respect: preventing and combating anti-
Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred in Europe”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5179_en.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150615/petntext/150615p0001.htm#15061517000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150615/petntext/150615p0001.htm#15061517000002
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13518&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-13518&ResultsPerPage=10
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5179_en.htm
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United Nations Human Rights Council: 29
th

 Session 

Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 69/160 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HR
C_29_47_en.doc 
 
 

Westminster Faith Debates 

A New Settlement: Religion and Belief in Schools 
http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-
and-Belief-in-schools.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-a.htm  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150615/debtext/150615-
0001.htm#15061516000001  
 

Proposed amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/pbc031606a.1-
7.html 
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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