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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Art Works: Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch [HL87] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan 
to support a contest in the United Kingdom between artists depicting the prophet 
Mohammed, and if so, whether they will provide security protection for such an event. 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: The Government is not aware of any plans. The safety 
and security of an event is an issue for the event organisers in consultation with 
the police. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL87/  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Lord Advocate welcomes reductions in Hate Crime 
The Lord Advocate, Frank Mulholland QC, today welcomed the publication of figures 
which show a continued reduction overall in Hate Crime in Scotland. New 
figures published today for 2014-15 show racial crimes down 9% on last year, the lowest 
level since 2003-2004. Religiously aggravated offences were also down by 4% to their 
lowest level since 2004-2005.  
There was also a reduction of 6% in relation to Section 1 of the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. …  
… the Lord Advocate said: “One of my key priorities as Lord Advocate is to tackle hate 
crime in Scotland and the figures published today show that Scotland is becoming a 
more tolerant and diverse country. There is no place for complacency though and we will 
continue to work to ensure the downward trend continues in the coming years. 
Although there are many positives in the figures there are some causes for concern. The 
number of cases Involving Islamaphobia and anti semitism have both risen by 23 and 16 
respectively. I want to reassure these communities that the full force of the law will be 
brought to bear on anyone engaging in this hateful and divisive conduct and would urge 
victims of all forms of hate crime to come forward and not suffer in silence. … 
There is absolutely no place in modern Scotland for individuals who commit crimes 
motivated by prejudice towards a person’s race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or 
transgender identity.  A prosecution  rate of more than 80% demonstrates  that offending,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL87/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL87/
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motivated by prejudice, will not be tolerated and perpetrators will be dealt with robustly by 
Scotland’s prosecutors.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/latest-news-from-copfs/1077-lord-advocate-
welcomes-reductions-in-hate-crime 
 
Hate Crime in Scotland 2014-15 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/HateCrimeinScotland2014-15.pdf 
 
Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland in 2014-15 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479075.pdf 
 
 
Offensive Behaviour Act evaluation published 
… Minister for Community Safety Paul Wheelhouse … said: … “Religious crimes are 
down, race crimes are down, crimes in relation to sexuality are down and we’ve seen a 
decrease in crimes of offensive behaviour at regulated football matches in Scotland. … 
… when supporters allow their passion and rivalry to descend into abusive behaviour, 
bigotry and, in extreme cases, violence those supporters bring shame on our country, our 
clubs and all fair-minded people across Scotland. Independent analysis out today shows 
that Scotland’s football fans agree, with an overwhelming majority finding songs that 
glorify loss of life, songs in support of terrorism and songs and chants about peoples 
religion offensive. … 
The Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications Act was designed 
to send out a clear message to those who let their passion and pride become violent or 
offensive. It tells the world that Scotland is a country which will not tolerate any form of 
prejudice, discrimination or hate crime, and it gives police and prosecutors an additional 
tool to tackle this behaviour. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Offensive-Behaviour-Act-evaluation-published-
19ec.aspx 
 
Scottish Government Report on the operation of the Offensive Behaviour 
at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479046.pdf 
 
An evaluation of Section 1 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 

                Report        http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479049.pdf 

                Summary   http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479022.pdf 
 
An evaluation of Section 6 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 

                Report        http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479052.pdf 

                Summary   http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479055.pdf 
 
Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in 2014-15 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479042.pdf 
 
JAG Joint Review Group Concluding Report: Summary of Recommendations 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00479026.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL153] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the destruction of 
the Al-Wafa hospital in Gaza, what assessment they have made of where those with 
neurological injuries from Operation Protective Edge are receiving treatment; and what 
level of rehabilitation and specialist breathing equipment is currently available to 
amputees and those with spinal cord injuries. 

Baroness Verma: DFID has supported UK – Med teams to deliver training and 
workshops to partners’ teams on spinal cord injury rehabilitation, neurological 
assessment, plastics and burns, and brain injuries rehabilitation as identified by 
trainers and trainees in the UK-MED / UK International Emergency Trauma 
Response (UKIETR) project. The training benefitted a number of outreach team 
members of Handicap International partners, while 42 beneficiaries benefitted 
from assessment and follow up technical support during UK-Med teams on the job 
trainings. UK-MED teams indicated that over the course of the project, major 
improvements have been noted in clinical assessment and in the treatment of 
complex trauma cases. Post-tests following workshops have consistently revealed 
significant changes in team confidence in managing trauma. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL153/  
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza: UN envoy welcomes temporary opening of Rafah crossing 
… In a statement issued earlier today, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process Nickolay Mladenov applauded the Egyptian decision to open the Rafah crossing 
from 13 to 15 June in both directions … 
“I hope that the security conditions will allow for this decision to be extended and that 
Rafah can be open on a regular basis … The need for the full lifting of all closures 
however remains. A sustainable solution to address the situation also requires the return 
of control of the crossings in Gaza to the Palestinian Authority.” … 
“A permanent end to the suffering of the Palestinian people can only be achieved through 
an end to occupation and realization of the two-state solution in which Gaza is an integral 
part of the Palestinian state.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51123#.VXrkFROqqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL153/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-01/HL153/
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2015/Statement%20by%20the%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20-%2011%20June%202015.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51123#.VXrkFROqqko
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-a.htm  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/lbill/2015-2016/0003/amend/am003-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted

