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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 1182  Q2. [900201] Mike Freer (Finchley and Golders Green) (Con): A far-right 
neo-Nazi group is planning to stage a demonstration in Golders Green, an area with a 
large Jewish population, on Saturday 4 July. Will my right hon. Friend join me in calling 
on the police to use all their public order powers to combat this anti-Semitic 
demonstration? 

The Prime Minister: I think that my hon. Friend speaks for the whole House. I can 
tell him that the Home Secretary recently wrote to the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner about that specific demonstration, and has said that when any 
criminal offences are committed and when individuals have demonstrated anti-
Semitic hostility, they should face the full force of the law. We do have freedom of 
speech and freedom of assembly in our country, but people should not feel free to 
extend those freedoms to harassment or threatening behaviour. That is not 
permitted, and it should be prosecuted. … 
 

col 1187  Fiona Bruce (Congleton) (Con): Any move to legalise assisted suicide is 
viewed with the utmost concern by disability groups and others, who fear that it could put 
pressure on the vulnerable to make decisions that are not in their best interests. Will the 
Prime Minister inform the House of his view on this issue? 

The Prime Minister: On this issue I very much agree with my hon. Friend, 
which is that I do not support the assisted dying proposals that have come 
out of the other place. I do not support euthanasia. I know that there are 
imperfections and problems with the current law, but I think that these can 
be dealt with sensitively and sensibly without having a new law that actually 
brings in euthanasia. As she says, I think the problem is the pressure that 
is then put on frail, elderly people to take a decision that they might not 
want to go ahead with. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150610/debtext/15061
0-0001.htm#15061057000008  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Radicalism 
David Anderson [480]  To  ask  the  Secretary of  State for the  Home  Department,  with  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150610/debtext/150610-0001.htm#15061057000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150610/debtext/150610-0001.htm#15061057000008
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reference to the planned legislative proposals on tackling extremism and terrorism, what 
the Government's definition is of extremism. 

Karen Bradley: The Government’s definition of extremism, published in the 
Extremism Task Force report, Tackling Extremism in the UK (2013), is vocal or 
active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and 
beliefs. It includes calls for the death of members of our armed forces, whether in 
this country or overseas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-29/480/  
 

Community Relations 
Lyn Brown [729] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, 
what plans he has to fulfil his Department's responsibilities for the promotion of 
community cohesion. 

Marcus Jones: In the 2013-14 Community Life Survey conducted by Cabinet 
Office 86 percent of people felt they belonged strongly to Britain. The Department 
will continue to work with colleagues across government to deliver the conditions 
for everyone to live and work successfully alongside each other, creating a more 
integrated community. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/729/ 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Government Departments: Muslims 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch [HL57] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
employment in government departments has been given to Muslims with links to Islamic 
extremist groups. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: All Civil Servants are subject to recruitment checks 
(including of unspent criminal records) and the provisions of the Civil Service 
Code. Line managers report concerns about staff, including for example, 
expressions of support for extremist views, actions or incidents. 
Civil Servants in sensitive roles are subject to national security vetting. Information 
is checked against records held by the Security Service and the police. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL57/  
 

Muslims 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch [HL56] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the percentages of the Muslim populations in (1) Birmingham, (2) 
Blackburn, (3) Bradford, (4) Leicester, (5) Luton, (6) Manchester, (7) Slough and (8) the 
London Boroughs of (a) Newham and (b) Tower Hamlets; what was the percentage 
growth of those Muslim populations between 2004 and 2014; what percentages are 
under the age of 15; how these compare with the non-Muslim populations; and what 
were the comparative birthrates between the Muslim and non-Muslim populations in 
those areas. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The information requested falls within the responsibility 
of the UK Statistics Authority. I have asked the Authority to reply. 
John Pullinger, National Statistician: Information on the religion of members of 
the usually resident population was collected by ONS as part of the 2011 and 
2001 Censuses, which asked “What is your religion?”. This question was 
voluntary  and  where  no  answer  was provided the response was categorised as  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-29/480/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-29/480/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/729/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-02/729/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL57/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL57/
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“not stated”. 7.2 per cent of the population did not answer the question in 2011. 
The available information on the religion of members of the usually resident 
population is provided in the attached tables, copies of which have been placed in 
the House of Lords Library. Table 1 shows, for 2001 and 2011, the population 
totals, the number and proportion of the population who recorded their religion as 
Muslim, and the percentage growth of the Muslim population between 2001 and 
2011 for the local authorities that you specified. Table 2 shows the proportion of 
both the Muslim and non-Muslim population who are aged under 15 for those 
same local authorities. 
Please note, the numbers and proportions shown for the 2011 Census reflect a 
correction factor made following an error which affected the distribution of usual 
residents across religion categories within three local authorities, one of which 
was Tower Hamlets. The percentages shown in the answer for Tower Hamlets 
reflect the correction factor applied, but these will not match published data. 
No information on religion is collected at birth registration and so it is not possible 
to supply information regarding comparative birth rates between Muslim and non-
Muslim populations. 
Table 1 can be read at http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-
attachments/346818/original/HL56%20Lord%20Pearson%20Population%20Tables.xlsx  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL56 
 
 

Ofqual 

GCSE (9 to 1) subject-level guidance for religious studies 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/433986/20
15-06-10-gcse-subject-level-guidance-for-religious-studies.pdf  
 
GCSE (9 to 1) subject-level conditions and requirements for religious studies 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/433989/20
15-06-10-gcse-subject-level-conditions-for-religious-studies.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150610-
0001.htm#15061054000339  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150610-
0001.htm#15061061000109 
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted

