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Home Affairs 

House of Commons: Business of the House 

col 779  Bob Blackman: Many of my constituents have contacted me about a threatened 
neo-Nazi demonstration in the neighbouring borough of Barnet. Although I support 
freedom of speech, anti-Semitic hate crime is completely unacceptable. Can my right 
hon. Friend facilitate a statement by the Home Secretary about what action she is going 
to take to prevent such hate crimes, which threaten the Jewish way of life? 

Chris Grayling: I shall be happy to raise the issue with my right hon. Friend the 
Home Secretary. Let me, however, make it absolutely clear that anti-Semitic crime 
in any form is unacceptable, and—like anti-Islamic crime, and crime against any 
other religious group—should be treated with the maximum toughness by our 
justice system. As my hon. Friend says, while we should generally cherish free 
speech, free speech that encourages hatred or violence will never be acceptable 
in our society. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150604/debtext/15060
4-0002.htm 
 
 

House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 527  Baroness Warsi: … could [the Minister] write to me, if she cannot answer me 
today, about whether the Government’s understanding of the law in relation to undue 
spiritual influence is clear? Can the Government be sure that the law in relation to undue 
spiritual influence at the time of elections is being consistently applied across different 
religious communities? 

 

Baroness Chisholm of Owlpen: … The Government consider tackling electoral fraud to 
be a very high priority and they believe that more needs to be done to safeguard the 
integrity of elections. Indeed, this will certainly be looked into in the future with the 
Electoral Commission.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-
0001.htm#15060443000330  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150604/debtext/150604-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150604/debtext/150604-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-0001.htm#15060443000330
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-0001.htm#15060443000330
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

David Amess (82) Parental choice and Church Schools – That this House believes 
that parental choice is an important part of the UK's education system; acknowledges the 
diverse range of education provision and different types of schools; recognises that 
Church schools predate state provision; commends the work of Church schools which 
are often serving the most disadvantaged areas and deprived communities; respects the 
right of parents to choose a school on the basis of their faith, a right which has existed for 
centuries; and calls on the Government to safeguard these schools for future 
generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/82  
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister meets SCoJeC 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon met Ephraim Borowski and Nicola Livingston from the 
Scottish Council of Jewish Communities at Bute House. 
The meeting – the first formal discussions since the First Minister took office – covered a 
range of issues including the outcome of the recent election and how to tackle anti-
Semitism. 
The First Minister listened to the concerns raised by the Jewish community about a rise in 
anti-Semitic incidents and made it clear that all such incidents are unacceptable and will 
not be tolerated in Scotland. 
During the talks, the First Minister agreed to address a future public meeting in the 
Jewish community and indicated she would be delighted to undertake a visit to a 
synagogue. 
The First Minister also reaffirmed her support for Israel and Palestine to live peacefully 
and securely side by side. 
The First Minister said: I was delighted to meet with the Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities to hear their views on the experiences and issues of concern to Jewish 
communities in Scotland. I look forward to greater engagement with members of the 
Jewish community in the near future as we work together to eradicate anti-Semitism and 
intolerance in this country.” 
SCoJeC Director Ephraim Borowski said: We are very grateful to the First Minister for 
giving us so much of her time, and are reassured by her desire to engage personally with 
the Community and address their concerns at first hand. We look forward to working with 
her and her Government to make sure that Scotland is a place where Jewish people can 
feel welcome and at home, and above all safe and secure.” 
https://firstminister.gov.scot/first-minister-meets-scojec/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank 
Roger Godsiff [555] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations the Government has made to the Israeli government about 
forced evictions and harassment of the inhabitants of the village of Susya on the West 
Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: In May, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our serious  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/82
https://firstminister.gov.scot/first-minister-meets-scojec/
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concerns about the potential forcible transfer of the Bedouin in E1 and other parts 
of Area C, and the Israeli Supreme Court’s ruling approving the demolition of the 
West Bank village Susiya with the Head of Israel’s Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories’ (COGAT) Civil Administration division. Most recently 
on the 28 May we raised these concerns with senior officials from the Israeli 
National Security Council. I also discussed the issue of settlements and our 
opposition to them with the National Security Advisor on 3 June. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/555/  

 
Israel: Ethnic Groups 

Jim Cunningham [669] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has made of the effects of the proposed 
resettlement of in Southern Israel on the peace process; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government is deeply concerned about the proposals to 
demolish Bedouin villages in Israel. I visited the Khan al Ahmer Bedouin during 
my visit in October 2014 and saw at first hand the devestating impact resettlement 
plans had on the communities. Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring 
the situation closely, including the case of the Um Il Hiran and Ateer. Embassy 
officials have been in contact with the Adalah Legal Centre who have continued to 
provide updates on the legal situation. They have also been in contact with other 
organisations that work within the Bedouin community, such as Itach-Maaki and 
The Arab-Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment and Cooperation-Negev 
Institute for Strategies of Peace and Development, to best inform the UK’s 
lobbying of the Israeli authorities on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/669/ 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza 
Lord Beecham [HL112] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority in the light of the recent Amnesty International 
report on the conduct of Hamas in Gaza; and what response they have received, if any. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this issue with the 
Palestinian Authority (PA), we do raise issues related to Hamas conduct in Gaza 
with the PA on an ongoing basis. Since the formation of the interim technocratic 
government, we have supported Prime Minister Hamdallah’s efforts to return the 
PA to effective control of the Gaza Strip, which would allow the PA to take action 
to address such reports. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL112/  
 

 

United Nations 

UN chief condemns rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today has condemned the firing of rockets by militants 
from Gaza towards Israel which occurred yesterday. 
Mr. Ban has called on all parties to avoid further escalation and prevent incidents that 
jeopardise the lives of Israeli and Palestinian civilians, said a statement released by the 
UN chief's spokesperson At Headquarters in New York. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51062#.VXGxFlyqqko  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/555/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/555/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/669/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-06-01/669/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL112/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-28/HL112/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8701
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51062#.VXGxFlyqqko
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UN human rights expert urges Israel to abandon plans to transfer Bedouins in the 
occupied West Bank 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, Makarim Wibisono, today reiterated his call on the 
Government of Israel to abandon and desist from implementing plans which may result in 
the forcible transfer of Palestinian Bedouin Communities in the West Bank. 
“I am alarmed at indications that the roll-out of plans, which in their full effect are believed 
to entail the forced eviction and forcible transfer of thousands of people, contrary to 
international human rights law and international humanitarian law, now appears 
imminent,” the independent expert said. … 
Noting the link between previous transfers and expansion of settlements, Wibisono 
noted: “It is very troubling that the implementation of these plans may further undermine 
the territorial integrity of the Occupied Palestinian Territory”. … 
Since his appointment in June 2014, full cooperation has been extended by the 
Palestinian Government, but the Independent Expert’s requests to visit Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory have so far received no formal response by the 
Government of Israel. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16045&LangID=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Study on information to consumers on the stunning of animals 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/slaughter/docs/fci-stunning_report.pdf  
 
Q&A: Study on information to consumers on the stunning of animals 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/slaughter/fci-stunning_qas_en.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
** Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 

The text of the Bill is not yet available online 
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0025/160025.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-
0001.htm#15060443000325  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16045&LangID=E
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/slaughter/docs/fci-stunning_report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/slaughter/fci-stunning_qas_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0025/160025.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-0001.htm#15060443000325
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150604-0001.htm#15060443000325
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

House of Commons Library Briefing Paper 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7205/CBP-7205.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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