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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 488  Lord Rana: … Segregation creates misconceptions and mistrust … The 
Government should focus their efforts on promoting integrated education in 
schools. …  There has to be greater emphasis on teaching young people about various 
religions, customs and rituals, and the means of achieving a better understanding and 
trust in each other. …  

 

col 495  Lord Touhig: … This would also be an appropriate point for the Government to 
remove the arbitrary restrictions on school admissions, which are currently preventing 
many new church schools being opened. The Minister will be aware that in areas of the 
country, there is a strong demand for new Catholic schools. However, the church is not 
able to meet this demand through building free schools because they are subject to a 
50% cap on faith-based admissions, which means that some of the Catholic children 
needing places would be turned away. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150603-0002.htm  

 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Football: Harassment 
Yasmin Qureshi [414] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what 
steps he is taking to monitor numbers of incidents of football fans using derogatory terms 
for disabled people (a) at matches and (b) when travelling to and from matches. 

Tracey Crouch: The ‘Kick It Out’ app continues to make it easy for fans to report 
instances of discrimination during, before or after a game. Of the 184 incidents 
reported to Kick It Out last season by 28 December, 118 (64%) involved alleged 
racist abuse, while 17% involved complaints about anti-Semitism. Kick It Out also 
received 15 complaints of abuse involving sexual orientation, 7 about disability, 
and 13 relating to sexism. The FA’s Inclusion Advisory Board, chaired by Heather 
Rabbatts, scrutinise these statistics, and those reported directly to the FA 
quarterly, and report to me every 6 months, which I will monitor for positive and 
negative trends. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-28/414/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 
1. Richard Burden: What recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [900060] 
2. Paul Flynn: What recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian situation in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [900061] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Justine Greening): I 
would like to start by paying tribute to Charles Kennedy, who died a few days ago. 
Like many Members of this House, I not only found him to be a kind and generous 
man but had a huge amount of respect for him politically, and I and many others 
will mourn his passing. 
The United Nations assesses that the situation in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is a protracted crisis with humanitarian consequences. Even before the 
latest conflict in Gaza, 57% of the population were food-insecure and 43% were 
unemployed. 

Richard Burden: First, may I endorse everything the Secretary of State has said 
regarding Charles Kennedy? He was a gifted politician and a genuinely friendly and 
funny man, and we will miss him. 
Some 46 Palestinian Bedouin communities face displacement from their homes in the 
west bank to make way for illegal Israeli settlements. The Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Israel says it has the right to build anywhere in the west bank it chooses. My question to 
the Secretary of State is not whether she opposes that but whether she agrees that 
European companies have no business trading with illegal settlements east of the green 
line. 

Justine Greening: The hon. Gentleman is right that we oppose that illegal 
building of settlements, and he is shining a light on some of the decisions that 
companies themselves have to make about whether they will be part of that 
activity. It is up to them to speak for themselves, but the Government’s position in 
relation to those settlements is very clear. 

Paul Flynn: May I welcome the right hon. Lady back to her post, which she fulfilled with 
great distinction in the previous Parliament? 
We are all aware of the terrible situation in Gaza, where more than 100,000 people have 
had their homes destroyed and not one of them has been rebuilt. Will she use her office 
to persuade the Israelis that, from the point of view of humanitarian need and future 
peace, provisions should be brought in to rebuild the houses? 

Justine Greening: The hon. Gentleman rightly highlights some of the challenges 
in getting construction materials into the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
particularly Gaza, to rebuild homes that have been destroyed. The Gaza 
reconstruction mechanism gives us a way to do that, and he will be pleased to 
hear that just under 90,000 people have now been able to get the equipment they 
need to rebuild their homes. 

Michael Fabricant: As my right hon. Friend knows, there is an urgent need for 
reconstruction in Gaza, but how can she ensure that materials such as concrete and 
scaffolding are not used to construct weapons that can be used against the state of Israel 
and its citizens? 

Justine Greening: We have been particularly concerned to play our role in 
managing that issue. DFID is helping to support the materials monitoring unit. 
That means we can check materials as they enter Gaza and check where they 
are stored, how they are used and how they are reused. So there absolutely are 
good controls in place to ensure the materials are used for rebuilding people’s 
homes and helping them rebuild their lives. 
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Andrew Percy: Does the Secretary of State welcome Israeli President Rivlin’s call for an 
urgent international effort to rebuild Gaza, but on the understanding that the hostilities 
perpetrated by Hamas against Israel must cease? Does she also agree that the 
continued incitement to violence by Palestinians against Israel must end? 

Justine Greening: Clearly, the only way people in Gaza, particularly children 
growing up there, are going to have a better future is if we have a two-state 
solution. That requires Israel, and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and its 
transitional Government, to be prepared to do what it takes to get a long-term 
settlement. That also means not doing things that get in the way of peace talks 
getting going again. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/15060
3-0001.htm#15060324000019  

 
Palestinian Authority (UK Aid) 

4. John Howell: What assessment she has made of the effectiveness of UK aid to the 
Palestinian Authority. [900063] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr 
Desmond Swayne): Our support has enabled the Palestinian Authority to carry 
out state-building reforms in public financial administration and security. The 
international community has recognised that the PA is now ready for statehood. 

John Howell:  Is the Minister aware of reports that the Palestinian Authority continues to 
pay convicted terrorists, and will he investigate whether UK payments are being used for 
that purpose? 

Mr Swayne: I assure my hon. Friend that no UK payments are made for that 
purpose. Our support to the Palestinian Authority is paid through a World Bank-
controlled trust fund to named civil servants and then independently audited. 

Andy Slaughter: More Palestinian civilians were killed last year than in any year since 
1967, and the crisis gets worse and worse in the occupied territories, especially in Gaza. 
I see today that the Foreign Office has called for the Rafah crossing into Egypt to be 
opened, but what are Ministers doing to ensure that the goods and passenger crossings 
into Israel are opened? What pressure is DFID putting on the Israeli Government to do 
that? 

Mr Swayne: We make representations at every level all the time to enable goods 
and services to be exported into and out of Gaza. There can be no future for Gaza 
until there is a complete transformation in that process, and for that to proceed, a 
peace process is required. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/15060
3-0001.htm#15060324000021 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/150603-0001.htm#15060324000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/150603-0001.htm#15060324000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/150603-0001.htm#15060324000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/150603-0001.htm#15060324000021
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html


 4 

 

** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0004/16004.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0004/en/16004en.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150603/debtext/150603-
0001.htm#15060324000010  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
** The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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