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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 312  Lord Blencathra:  … What really threatens our democratic way of life is a desire 
by political Islamists to impose a theocracy that would replace all the democratic rule of 
law that we have developed over 500 years in this country. It would impose the same 
brutality that Christianity imposed when it operated on Old Testament teachings of “an 
eye for an eye”, rather than loving one’s neighbour as oneself. …  

 

col 316  The Lord Bishop of Salisbury: … Our society is not confident in handling 
matters of religion and belief, yet we live in a world in which 80% of people identify 
themselves as part of a religious group, 2.2 billion of them Christians. The church is local 
everywhere. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-
0001.htm#15060223000418  
 

col 366  Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … It will be common ground in this national 
debate—if we can get it going—that the vast majority of Muslims live good and peaceful 
lives. However, when we refer nowadays to extremism, we usually refer to extreme or 
radical Islam. We do not refer to radical or extreme Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, the Sikh or any other religion. It is also true that much bloodshed, the dark 
side of our human nature, has erupted within and through Christianity over the centuries, 
even if its founder was wholly good. But not now; now that darkness is moving strongly 
within Islam. If we want to stand up to it, I suggest that we should start by talking about it 
and trying to understand it. 
There are many verses in the Koran which justify jihad, so why do we go on pretending 
that Islam is a religion of peace? It does not help to reply that there is also much violence 
in the Bible because that is all confined to the Old Testament and orthodox Jews are not 
killing tens of thousands of innocent people on the strength of it. … 
Is it not also worrying that our Muslim population has grown some 75% in the last 10 
years, up from 1.6 million to 2.7 million, largely concentrated in a few cities and with a 
third of it under the age of 15? The Government tolerate sharia law, under which a man 
can have four wives, many of whom are having disadvantaged children who therefore 
become food for jihad. …  

 

col 378  Lord Sheikh: … Muslims have been severely criticised in some quarters. Some 
of the criticism is not at all justified but is either deliberate or based on 
misunderstandings. … Some 75% of Muslims believe that they are integrating into British  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-0001.htm#15060223000418
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society, whereas only 47% of British people opine that they are doing so. …  
The action of a tiny minority of the young in being radicalised could be born out of 
frustration, but we must do what we can to allay these feelings. … We also have double 
standards when looking at the issues of Gaza and Palestine, and this is causing disquiet 
among Muslims. We need a more balanced and equitable approach to these issues, and 
we could begin by recognising Palestine as an independent state. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-0002.htm 
 

col 388  Lord Ahmed: … For the vast majority of Muslims living in the UK, the issue of 
concern is not that they see conflict between Muslim values and British values, but that 
their children are growing up in a society in which an imaginary binary opposition is 
constantly propagated by some politicians, the media and extremist elements in their 
communities. … Lord Pearson[‘s] … reference to the Muslim population was similar to 
the language used in Germany against the Jewish communities before the war. Yet you 
may be classified as an extremist if you have supported Palestine or Kashmir. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Humanist Marriages 
Baroness Thornton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to give legal 
recognition to humanist marriages in England and Wales, and if so, by what date. 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Faulks): My Lords, the 
previous Government consulted on whether the law should be changed to allow 
non-religious belief organisations, including humanists, to conduct legal 
marriages. They concluded that there were broader implications for marriage law 
and asked the Law Commission whether it would conduct a review of the law on 
marriage ceremonies. The Law Commission is now undertaking a preliminary 
scoping study and is due to report by December. The Government will then 
consider the next steps. 

Baroness Thornton: … Why should the review delay humanist marriages, given that 
legal recognition is a simple measure, as has been proved in Scotland? … 

Lord Faulks: As the noble Baroness and the House will be aware, there is 
nothing to prevent humanists getting married and then having a humanist 
ceremony. … 
The quarrel … is that it is felt that both those ceremonies should take place at the 
same time. There having been a consultation, there was no consensus across the 
key stakeholders. The consultation raises a number of significant issues of a 
broader nature; in particular, the National Panel for Registration was concerned 
about the risk of forced and sham marriages. … 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the practice of polygamy is a growing issue in the United 
Kingdom. Will my noble friend confirm that an Islamic marriage in the United Kingdom is 
not legally recognised and say what the Government intend to do to move towards legal 
recognition? That would provide essential protection specifically for women on the 
breakdown of that marriage and would also, as a by-product, deal with the issue of 
bigamy. 

Lord Faulks: My noble friend is no doubt correct about the real worry of 
polygamy. Certainly, that is a matter of concern for the Government. We are 
looking, as I indicated generally, at what is necessary to have appropriate 
formalities as to marriage, and I shall convey my noble friend’s concern to the 
Government. … 

Baroness Whitaker: … there was a substantial measure of support for the legal 
recognition of humanist marriage and does he not therefore think it would be just to allow 
it the same grace that is allowed to the Jewish and Quaker communities? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-0002.htm
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Lord Faulks: The exception for the Jewish and Quaker communities is based on 
the state of affairs in 1753. I agree that there are certain anomalies based on 
historical facts. There is no feeling on the part of the Government to discriminate 
against humanist marriages. It is simply a question of looking at the matter overall 
so that we can make our law consistent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-
0001.htm#15060223000410  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement 

Statement: Community Cohesion—Progress and Challenges 
16.29  Lesley Griffiths: … In times of greater hardship, negative views and stereotypes 
can become entrenched in relation to particular people or communities. These negative 
stereotypes often have a disproportionate impact on more disadvantaged communities 
…  The community cohesion programme aims to mitigate some of these negative 
impacts. The first two outcome areas in the delivery plan are tackling hate crime and 
tackling modern slavery. These include supporting the delivery of our hate crimes and 
incidents framework for action, and the work of regional anti-slavery forums. We know 
there is significant under-reporting on both issues across Wales, and work has included 
supporting the national hate crime and report centre and first responders to aid 
awareness and provide support for victims. … 

 

16.56  Mohammad Asghar: … Raising awareness and encouraging the reporting of 
hate crime is vital if victims are to be reassured that it is worth reporting such incidents. 
My question is: does the Minister agree that the victim must be kept informed of progress 
at all stages of the investigation by the relevant authorities and provided with the support 
they need? … With regard to promoting greater community cohesion, will the Minister 
advise if all local authorities in Wales have now set the hate crime objectives in Wales? 
Recent events have led to an increased mistrust of Muslim communities in Wales and an 
increase in Islamophobia. In these circumstances, it is easy to overlook the fact that anti-
Semitic incidents reached a record level last year. Will the Minister advise what 
measures have been implemented to work with Welsh Jewish communities in Wales to 
tackle anti-Semitism? … 

 

16.58  Lesley Griffiths: … it’s vital that we do raise awareness and that people do feel 
that if they report a crime they will be dealt with in an appropriate manner, and, of course, 
yes, they must be kept informed of what action is being taken every step of the way. … 
 You’re quite right about the Jewish community. I think it was during Hate Crime 
Awareness Week last October that I met with some of the Jewish community in Cardiff in 
a synagogue and listened to their concerns. Many of them said it was the first time 
they’ve really felt threatened. They lived in Cardiff and had been brought up in Cardiff, 
but for the first time—and, I think, you know, when we look at the global events you can 
see why—they, perhaps, feel a little more afraid. Again, Alun Michael, the south Wales 
police and crime commissioner and Sophie Howe, the deputy police and crime 
commissioner, were with me, and they heard what the Jewish community was saying 
and I know that they are working very closely with the community. …  

 

17.00  Jeff Cuthbert: … will you agree with me about the need to continue supporting 
and working jointly with Wales’s Muslim and Jewish communities, in particular, through 
vehicles such as the faith communities forum, so that we can ensure a healthy and 
regular dialogue between people from different backgrounds in Wales, and combat the 
attraction to some young people of travelling to the middle east and joining extremist 
groups? … 

 

17.01  Lesley Griffiths: … You heard my answer about the Muslim and Jewish 
communities to Mohammad Asghar. The faith communities forum is such an excellent 
forum for both of them; the First Minister chairs it, I’m the deputy chair, and that’s how we  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150602-0001.htm#15060223000410
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engage and consult with them on areas of policy and strategy. To have all the faiths 
around the table working together is very encouraging, and it facilitates that dialogue 
that’s needed between Welsh Government and the faith communities to ensure that we 
are able to tackle any matters that affect the economic, social, environmental and cultural 
life here in Wales. … 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3167&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
221808  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL8] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel regarding that country's co-operation with the 
International Criminal Court concerning charges of war crimes. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Israel is not a party to the Statute of the 
International Criminal Court. Nonetheless we have encouraged the Israelis, as we 
do all countries, to cooperate with the preliminary examination currently being 
conducted by the Office of the Prosecutor of the Court. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL8/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL10] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the case for lifting the blockade of Gaza; and what plans, if any, they have to 
achieve this. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Israeli restrictions damage the economy and 
living standards of ordinary people in Gaza. There remains an urgent need for all 
the parties to reach an agreement that addresses the underlying causes of the 
conflict in Gaza. This should ensure that Hamas and other militant groups 
permanently end rocket fire and other attacks against Israel and that Israel lifts its 
restrictions to allow the Gazan economy to grow. We welcome the recent positive 
steps that Israel has taken to ease some restrictions. However, we want to see 
Israel go much further, and we are continuing to call on Israel to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL10/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL11] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the government of Egypt regarding free passage of goods and people via the 
Rafah crossing. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are concerned about the closure of the Rafah 
Pedestrian Crossing and the impact that has, particularly on urgent medical and 
other priority cases in Gaza. The crossing has been mostly closed since the start 
of the year while the Egyptian government construct a buffer zone, though we 
understand the crossing has been opened in recent days for entry into Gaza. 
We have encouraged the Egyptian authorities to ease the movement of bona fide 
travellers through Rafah, and in the longer term to consider expanding Rafah to 
passenger   transit  and   humanitarian   goods  transit,   which   will  help  to  ease  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3167&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#221808
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3167&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#221808
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humanitarian pressures. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond), raised the importance of reopening the Rafah crossing when he 
spoke with the Egyptian Foreign Minister on 14 January. We continue to raise this 
issue in our contacts with the Egyptian government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL11/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL12] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with European partners regarding stationing a UN force within Gaza, including NATO 
coast patrols. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not had any discussions with European 
partners regarding stationing a UN force within Gaza, including North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation coast patrols. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL12/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL13] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the statement 
by Prime Minister Netanyahu that "circumstances have to change" for a two-state 
solution with Palestine to be achievable, what assessment they have made of the 
possibility of peace negotiations resuming. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Making progress towards the two state solution 
remains a foreign policy priority for the UK. We note Prime Minister’s Netanyahu’s 
statements after the election that Israel is committed to the Middle East Peace 
Process and achieving a two state solution. We continue to urge all parties, 
including Israel, to show through policies and actions that this commitment is 
genuine. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL13/  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Dan Jarvis [433] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what steps he is taking to protect international religious freedom and reduce global 
religious persecution. 

David Lidington: The Government will stand up for the freedom of people of all 
religions – and non-religious people – to practise their beliefs in peace and safety. 
The UK will continue to work actively both bilaterally and multilaterally to ensure 
that States protect the right of all individuals to practise their religion or belief free 
from persecution or discrimination. The Government led efforts to rescue stranded 
Yazidis on Mount Sinjar after their persecution by the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant. 
The UK is also active in the United Nations, European Union and other relevant 
international organisations in calling on States to promote and protect the right to 
freedom of religion or belief and  ensure  the  free  and  equal participation of all in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL11/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL11/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL12/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-05-27/HL13/
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society. The UK is an active member of the Canadian-led International Contact 
Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-28/433/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Muslim Council of Britain 

British Muslims in Numbers: Briefing 1 – Britain’s Muslim population is relatively young 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BMINBriefing1_1June15.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
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Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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