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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Six-month countdown to revolutionary organ donor law change in Wales 
… The new system – the first of its kind in the UK – will make it easier for people to make 
their organ donation wishes clear and could lead to a 25% increase in organ donation. … 
The new law will mean: 

 From December 1, people aged 18 and over who have lived in Wales for more 
than 12 months and who die in Wales will be regarded as having consented to 
organ donation unless they have opted opt. … 

 Under the new system, a person will become a potential donor either by 
registering their decision to opt in – as they do currently – or by doing nothing at 
all, in which case their consent may be deemed 

 By doing nothing it will be as if someone has no objection to becoming an organ 
donor and an individual will be treated in the same way as if they had chosen to be 
a donor. If an individual doesn’t want to be a donor they can register their decision 
to opt out 

 The Welsh system will be a soft opt-out system, meaning a person’s family and 
friends will have a significant role to play in the ultimate decision to donate an 
organ. If they knew their loved one did not wish to be an organ donor, even if they 
had not opted out, they will be able to tell clinicians at the hospital and donation 
will not take place. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/150601six-month/?lang=en  

 
 

Charity Commission 

Morris Feinmann Homes Trust: inquiry report 
… The charity’s objects are: For the relief of old persons or lonely or needy person of all 
ages of either sex who are of the Jewish faith or of Jewish origin or extraction and 
particularly for such of them who are refugees from racial or religious persecution. … 
 … The charity’s trustees were in default of their legal obligations to file accounting 
information with the commission. This was mismanagement and misconduct in the 
administration  of  the   charity  and  a   breach   of  their  legal   duties.   As  the  trustees  
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acknowledge, the reason they have given for non-compliance is not a legitimate excuse. 
As a result of the inquiry, the commission ensured the charity complied with its legal 
obligations … 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/429957/mo
rris_feinmann_homes_trust.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 318  Jim Cunningham: In the Foreign Secretary’s report on foreign policy worldwide, 
he failed to mention the situation between the Palestinians and the Israelis. How far 
down the road to progress have we got on that? 

 

Mr Hammond: Not nearly far enough. The Israeli election process and the process of 
forming a Government—the initiative that had started last year—has stalled, and now 
there is a common consensus among those most concerned with this issue that we have 
to complete the sensitive Iran nuclear negotiations before trying to kick-start the middle 
east peace process again. … 

 

col 333  Hilary Benn: … the only way forward is a comprehensive two-state solution: a 
secure Israel alongside a viable and independent state of Palestine. There can be no 
military solution to that conflict, and all sides must avoid taking action that would make 
peace harder to achieve, including firing rockets and building illegal settlements, but we 
should also be straight about where things are. There is no peace process to speak of at 
the moment, and the fear is that, with each passing day, the window on that two-state 
solution is closing. That is why every effort must be made to press for an immediate 
return to negotiations, but the blunt truth is that nobody can want that, or an agreement, 
more than the parties to the conflict themselves. That is going to require compromise and 
courageous political leadership on the part of both Israel and the Palestinians, which 
sadly is not currently evident. 

 

Gerald Kaufman: Will my right hon. Friend confirm that he, as shadow Foreign 
Secretary, stands by the official Labour party vote last October to recognise the 
Palestinian state? 

 

Hilary Benn: I am happy to give my right hon. Friend that assurance. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/15060
1-0001.htm#1506013000005  
 

Gerald Kaufman: … The problem of Palestine has existed since May 1948. It began with 
the creation of Israel and what the people of Palestine call the Nakba—the catastrophe. 
… 
Having created the refugee problem, the Israelis have followed up by building hundreds 
of settlements—every one of them illegal—in the occupied territories; by fighting a war 
that is also illegal; and by setting up checkpoints that make it almost impossible for 
Palestinians to travel freely around what is supposed to be their own country. In addition, 
there have been two intifadas—uprisings—and three fruitless Israeli military attacks on 
the Gaza strip resulting in thousands of casualties, including huge numbers of civilians, 
and the intolerable destruction of homes, schools and the Palestinian Parliament in Gaza 
itself, none of which can be properly reconstructed because of the Israeli blockade of 
what the Prime Minister himself called the “prison camp” in Gaza. … 
Israel now has the most extremist Government in its entire existence. On election day in 
Israel a few weeks ago, Prime Minister Netanyahu referred, in a racist statement, to the 
“hordes” of Palestinians going by bus to vote. He refused  and  threw  himself  back  from  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/429957/morris_feinmann_homes_trust.pdf
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any notion of a two-state solution, yet the UK Government support Israel proactively. … 
Israel has nuclear weapons. Israel has hundreds of nuclear warheads and hundreds of 
missiles in the Negev, in what used to be called the Dimona textile factory, yet no action 
is being taken. Iran is a signatory to the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, but Israel refuses 
to sign it. Yet this Government support that nuclear power’s refusal to participate in talks. 
The non-proliferation treaty is the most widely subscribed to disarmament treaty in world 
history, yet Israel refuses to sign it. 
I therefore say that this Parliament must see a new United Kingdom policy on Palestine 
and Israel. … 
A solution is in Israel’s interests just as much as it is in the interests of the Palestinians, 
because the Israelis will never know peace and security until there is a settlement. The 
only alternative to the two-state solution is a one-state solution. With the number of 
Palestinians set to outnumber the number of Israeli Jews, a one-state solution would not 
necessarily be an Israel. It is essential for the Israelis to get a negotiated settlement. … 

 

col 355  Jeremy Corbyn: … There must be serious concern that, after all the horrors that 
have happened in Gaza … there is still no real rebuilding going on. What message does 
that send to the poor and unemployed young people of Gaza? They sit amidst the rubble 
of their existence, watching the rest of the world on their television screens or computers. 
Surely, real pressure must be put on both Israel and Egypt to lift the blockade of Gaza so 
at least the rebuilding can take place and there can be some sort of process there for the 
future. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/15060
1-0002.htm  
 

col 405  Cat Smith: … I had the privilege of visiting Palestine in 2012. It is shameful that 
Ministers have so far refused to heed this House’s call to recognise Palestinian 
statehood. I call on this new Government to address that. … 

 

col 408  Bob Blackman: … Despite a bitter campaign in the general election, … by a 
rather shadowy organisation that labelled me as a child killer as a result of my support for 
the state of Israel …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/15060
1-0003.htm 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Gaza 
Jim Cunningham [233]: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent assessment her Department has made of the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza; and if she will make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: After the July-August 2014 conflict over 100,000 people were 
made homeless in Gaza and over 3,300 internally displaced people are still 
sheltering in UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) collective centres. UK aid is 
saving lives and providing services but we need to see a more sustainable 
political solution for Gaza which will address Israel’s legitimate security concerns 
whilst opening up movement and access and supporting the return of the PA. 
The UK was one of the biggest donors to the crisis last summer, providing more 
than £17 million in immediate humanitarian assistance for those caught up in the 
conflict. The UK subsequently pledged a further £20 million in early recovery 
assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo. We have already 
disbursed 80% of the pledge and will disburse the remaining this financial year, 
focussing largely on getting businesses back to work. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-27/233/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/150601-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/150601-0002.htm
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/debtext/150601-0003.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-27/233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-05-27/233/
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to recognise 
the State of Palestine. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns) My Lords, Britain remains firmly committed to the two-state solution, 
but we reserve the right to recognise the Palestinian state at a moment of our 
choosing, when we think it can best help to bring about peace. Bilateral 
recognition in itself would not end the occupation. Only negotiations that lead to a 
final settlement between the parties will deliver a Palestinian state living in peace 
and security side by side with Israel. 

Baroness Tonge: I thank the Minister for her Answer and her patience. Does she agree 
that, despite Mr Netanyahu’s declared support for a sustainable two-state solution after 
his recent re-election, he has continued with the same policies of settlement-building and 
discrimination against Palestinians? Does she further agree that, in view of the current 
weakness of the American Administration and our historic obligation under the Balfour 
Declaration, we must follow the example set by the Vatican, Sweden and 130 other 
states which have already recognised Palestine and take the lead ourselves in going to 
the United Nations? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we take a lead in giving every 
encouragement to negotiations that would achieve a two-state solution. Without 
that, and if there were no agreements, any recognition would mean that there 
would not be a true Palestinian state. It would be a matter of words, not of 
reality—and reality is what we need to achieve. The noble Baroness raises an 
important point about the attitude of Mr Netanyahu after his election. It is crucial 
that he understands clearly that he must prevent the extension of the illegal 
settlements. We have made that clear; the Prime Minister has done so. As long as 
Mr Netanyahu persists in extending those settlements, it makes it more difficult for 
his friends elsewhere to support him. 

Lord Pannick: My Lords, in considering this Question, will the Government have regard 
to the report published last week by Amnesty International, which describes the policy of 
executions and torture by the Hamas Administration of their own people? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I always take great care to look at 
Amnesty’s reports; I admire the work that it does. The position of this Government 
is clear: torture is wrong and any death penalty, however it occurs and by 
whomever it is carried out, is wrong. Priorities for the FCO are to ensure that 
torture is prevented and that the death penalty is abolished throughout the world. I 
shall continue on that work myself. 

Lord Leigh of Hurley: Does my noble friend the Minister agree that this Question is the 
same as the Motion to Take Note in the name of the noble Lord, Lord Steel of Aikwood, 
from a couple of months ago and that, since that time, Hamas has taken no steps to 
enter into any negotiations and has kept to its principle of refusing to recognise the right 
of Israel to exist? Does she further agree that the biggest tragedy in the Middle East is 
that more than 100,000 people have been slaughtered there, 75,000 of them in Syria, 
and that this deserves our urgent attention? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, the Middle East process also requires 
our urgent attention and we shall not divert our eyes from that. It is of great regret 
that Hamas persists in its activity of attacking Israel, most recently in the past 
week or so by setting off rockets towards Israel. It is clear that there has to be 
leadership by the Palestinian Authority to return its Administration to Gaza and 
ensure that there can be steps towards negotiations for a two-state solution. 

Baroness Morgan of Ely: My Lords, we know that some arms sold by the UK to Israel 
have been  used  to  commit  human  rights  violations  in  Gaza.  What  efforts  have  the  
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Government made to ensure that British-made weapons are not turned on civilians in 
Gaza? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, as the noble Baroness will be aware, 
there is a stringent process by which arms exports are monitored. We are signed 
up entirely to the EU export controls on such and to international law, which 
governs these matters. We stated last summer that we would look at every award 
of arms exports on a case-by-case basis. That policy remains in place. Wherever 
we sell arms throughout the world, it is crucial that we keep a weather eye on how 
those arms are then used. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, it will probably not surprise your Lordships if I 
express strong support for the case for Her Majesty’s Government to recognise the state 
of Palestine within the 1967 borders, and without further delay. But have the Government 
taken into account the fact that early recognition will also be to Israel’s benefit? It will 
surely strengthen the hand of the majority inside Israel who, like most of us—and, 
indeed, like Her Majesty’s Government—still support the aim of a two-state solution. 
Does the Minister agree that the recognition of the state of Palestine on pre-1967 borders 
will also be a powerful encouragement for global recognition of the State of Israel on 
those same borders, including recognition of Israel in line with the Saudi Arab peace 
initiative of 2002, supported as it was by the 57 states of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, where I firmly agree with the noble 
Lord is that any peaceful negotiations that achieve a two-state recognition must 
be based on the 1967 borders, but that is only one aspect of the negotiations. 
Clearly, other aspects include the fact that Hamas must cease its attacks on 
Israel, so I remain with my original Answer. This is not, we judge, the moment 
most conducive to achieving peace for us to recognise unilaterally a Palestinian 
state. That is a matter that can take part only at the end of negotiations with all 
parties, so that it is a durable solution. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, I understand that the French Government are 
consulting with others about the new UN Security Council resolution on the Palestinian 
issue. Can the Government assure us that we are co-operating closely with the French, 
and is it to be expected that the British Government will support that French resolution 
when it comes to the UN Security Council? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The noble Lord raises an important point and an 
accurate one. We understand that France is working hard in the United Nations 
on this very matter. It is a case where it is important for us not only to be aware of 
what the French are doing but to see the particular details. We have had 
experience at the United Nations of one of our closest colleagues—the French—
not always showing us a document on Palestinian Authority matters until it was 
almost too late for us to have eyesight of it, let alone to consider it, and we need 
to consider these matters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-
0001.htm#1506015000373  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council/Foreign Affairs Council (Defence)/General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (David Lidington): … Middle East peace process (MEPP) 
Ministers exchanged views on the situation in the middle east and on prospects for the 
peace process, following the formation of a new Israeli Government and ahead of a visit 
of the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
to the region. Ms. Mogherini would be accompanied by Fernando Gentilini, the newly 
appointed EU Special Representative for the MEPP.  The Foreign  Secretary  recognised  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-0001.htm#1506015000373
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-0001.htm#1506015000373
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the widespread frustration on the MEPP and argued that the EU should keep in step with 
the US and that there would likely be no progress until the Iran nuclear talks ended. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150601/wmstext/15060
1m0001.htm#1506011000002  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Grahame Morris (60) Evicion of Palestinian Bedouin communities from Israeli-
occupied West Bank – That this House notes with deep concern that, despite being a 
clear and egregious violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, Israel advanced a 
'relocation plan' that will see 7,000 Palestinian Bedouins and herders, 60 per cent of 
them children, who currently reside in 46 small residential areas, forcibly transferred and 
their homes demolished; further notes that, according to the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, most families have pending home demolition orders, 
85 per cent of which lack connection to electricity and water, and that two-thirds of 
Palestinian communities have experienced extreme settler violence creating a coercive 
environment that functions as push factors; affirms Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, and the International Committee of the Red Cross's legal interpretation, that 
mass forcible transfer and forced evictions of protected peoples in occupied territory is 
prohibited under international humanitarian law and human rights law; reminds the 
Government of its obligations to ensure that Israel, as an occupying power, abides by its 
legal obligation to protect the civilian population in the occupied territory and administer it 
for their benefit; believes that these plans will undermine Palestinian presence in the 
area, further disconnect Palestinian Jerusalem from the West Bank and disrupt the 
territorial contiguity of the occupied territory; urges the Government to condemn Israel's 
actions and policy as flagrant violations of international law; calls for urgent action to be 
taken to oppose these policies; and further calls on the Government to pressure the 
State of Israel to immediately scrap the outrageous relocation plans. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/60  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission responds to Jewish sect's ban on female Jewish drivers 
Commenting in response to leaders of Hasidic Belz educational institutions, 
recommending schools in the Jewish community should not teach children who have 
been driven to school by their mothers, a spokesperson for the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission , said: This sort of discrimination has no place in our society and we 
will be writing to leaders of Hasidic Belz educational institutions to underline their legal 
obligations. It is unlawful to ban children from school attendance because their mothers, 
rather than their fathers, drive them there.  
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-responds-jewish-sects-ban-female-
jewish-drivers  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-
16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality/documents.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0012/16012.pdf 
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-
0001.htm#1506015000380  
 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of
%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%
20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-en.pdf  
 

Policy Memorandum 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%2
0Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-pm.pdf  
 

Delegated Powers Memorandum 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Rem
oval%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/Delegated_Powers_Memorandum.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0012/16012.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-0001.htm#1506015000380
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150601-0001.htm#1506015000380
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-pm.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b72s4-introd-pm.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/Delegated_Powers_Memorandum.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/(1)Transplantation%20(Authorisation%20of%20Removal%20of%20Organs%20etc.)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/Delegated_Powers_Memorandum.pdf
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
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Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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