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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 207  Mrs May: … Extremism affects people in all corners of our country and comes in 
many forms—non-violent as well as violent; Islamist as well as neo-Nazi—and there are 
signs that it is a growing problem. In 2013-14, the civil society organisation Tell MAMA 
received 734 reports of anti-Muslim incidents—up 20% compared with the same period 
the previous year. In 2014, there were more than 1,100 anti-Semitic incidents, which is 
more than double the number of the year before. We also know that thousands of people 
follow extremist groups online. Extremism, and the twisted narratives that support it, 
cannot be ignored or wished away. We must confront it head on and form a new 
partnership of every single person and organisation in this country who wants to defeat it. 
… 
col 208  As part of our wider work on extremism, we will introduce an extremism Bill, 
which will provide three important new powers. Those will allow us to: restrict extremists, 
to stop them engaging in harmful activity, through new extremism disruption orders; ban 
extremist groups that promote hatred but which fall short of proscription through banning 
orders; and close premises that persistently host extremist speakers and events with new 
closure orders. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150528/debtext/15052
8-0002.htm  
 

col 248  Kate Green: … The Home Secretary was right to speak in her opening remarks 
this afternoon of the shocking rise in anti-Semitism. Muslim constituents have told me of 
rising hostility and scepticism towards them. Migrants and asylum seekers constantly 
hear hostile rhetoric. … it is the Government’s responsibility to keep us safe and to take 
action against dangerous extremism, but the price of that action must not be the 
alienation of members of minority communities, especially not alienation of the young 
people in those communities …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150528/debtext/15052
8-0003.htm  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 35  Lord Collins of Highbury: … On Israel and Palestine we need to continue to 
press for a two-state solution. … 

 

col 43  The Lord Bishop of Southwark: … it is important that we do not lose sight of 
efforts to secure a two-state solution that provides for the security of Israel, justice for the 
Palestinians and peace for all. This is a vital strand of the interconnectedness of the 
region, and bold moves in seeking to unlock this situation are needed if Israel’s security 
is to be guaranteed and the Palestinians enabled to flourish. This continues to be a vital 
building block for wider peace throughout the region and for the defeat of terrorism. 
Despite the expansion of Israel’s settlement programme and the unpromising signs 
emerging from the new Israeli Government, I trust that Her Majesty’s Government will 
remain committed to encouraging Israel to fulfil its international obligations as well as to 
the concept of a two-state solution. There remains no better alternative to the probability 
of the establishment of either a non-Jewish democracy or a Jewish non-democracy. At a 
time when the situation on the ground grows ever more dangerous, the Government 
need to look imaginatively at ways to move beyond the current stalemate. 
The status of Palestine is likely to be an issue that reappears once again before the UN 
Security Council. I sincerely hope that the Government will be supportive of any draft 
resolution that creates greater equivalence between Israel and Palestine as political 
entities in the framework of any negotiations. The absence of progress will only allow for 
extremism to ferment. Indeed, I hope that the Government will draw encouragement from 
the growing support for the recognition of Palestine, in your Lordships’ House as well as 
in the wider international community. The Holy See’s recent intervention is but the latest 
example of this. The recognition of Palestine and upholding Israel’s security will be 
important stepping stones in securing a long-term peace in the Middle East. … 

 

col 52  Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … Would it not make sense, as a recent vote in the 
other place suggested, to buttress our support for a two-state solution by recognising 
Palestine? Should we not be encouraging a return to the Security Council to set out the 
basic parameters of a settlement in that forum and thus encourage a resumption of 
negotiations? … 

 

col 75  Lord Alderdice: … The position of the Quartet has never been a united one. 
Russia has always talked to Hezbollah, Hamas and everybody else, while the Quartet 
maintained that it was not talking to those people. However … the two-state solution is as 
good as gone, and we now have a Prime Minister elected on a mandate—whatever he 
said after the election—that says that there will be no two-state solution on his watch. 
There is no possibility of any simple negotiation of the kind we are used to unless we 
change the situation, and the only way I can see of changing the situation and permitting 
the emergence of serious discussions on a two-state solution is if this country—and even 
more particularly the United States—recognises the state of Palestine, and then we 
move to implement it. Anything else is only fiddling in the wind and, actually worse than 
that, creates a situation where people such as Hamas are regarded as wishy-washy 
liberals by young Muslims in the Middle East, who say, “No—we must turn to IS because 
the only thing the West understands is the kind of force that is really frightening to them”. 
… 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150528-
0001.htm#15052829000449  
 

col 88  Lord Williams of Baglan: … The gracious Speech was also striking in that sadly 
it said nothing about what used to be termed the Middle East peace process—a term that 
now ill fits the situation in Israel and Palestine. I can think of no point in the last 30 or 40 
years when one could have been more pessimistic  about  the  situation  on  the  ground.  
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That is despite the fact that in the leadership of the Palestinian National Authority, Israel 
has a partner in Abu Mazen— President Mahmoud Abbas—who is probably more 
moderate than any other Palestinian political leader. He is certainly far more moderate 
than any Palestinian leader could afford to be after his period in power. Israel should be 
looking for opportunities to move forward with a peace agreement, and our Government 
should be supporting that. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150528-0002.htm  
 

col 130  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Iranian officials continue to sponsor terrorist 
groups, such as Hamas and Hezbollah, and, in recent months, have continued to incite 
acts of terror against not just Israel, but supporters of Israel across the world. I quote 
Mohammad Hossein Nejat, deputy commander of the Revolutionary Guard, who stated 
that, “nowhere in Israel is safe now and the Israelis should wait for their death everyday 
... the Zionists shouldn’t feel safe in any part of the world”. He later added: “Hezbollah 
and us are one single hand … and anything that they do is as if we did it”. …  

 

col 141  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … I say to the Government that it will be on 
their watch in 2017 that we will have the centenary of the Balfour Declaration—100 years 
of the slow and painful erosion of the rights of those living in Palestine. I can only echo 
the comments of my noble friends Lord Alderdice, Lord Ashdown and others in their 
analysis of what damage is being done to our reputation as a UN Security Council 
permanent member by hitching ourselves to the US’s coat-tails in not awarding 
recognition to a Palestinian state. It is nearly 100 years since our attempts to help one 
people resulted in such palpable injustice to another, and that must weigh on our 
contribution to what can no longer be described as a peace process. … 

 

col 149  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): … Several noble Lords raised the issue of Palestine and Gaza, and we will 
have Questions on that next week. I will say again that we remain committed to a two-
state solution. It is the best way to deliver peace and security for both the Israelis and 
Palestinians. However, we would like to see an agreement that ensures that Hamas and 
other militant groups permanently end their rocket and other attacks on Israel and that 
Israel ends its expansion of its illegal settlements—illegal in international law. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150528-0003.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East Quartet representative Tony Blair is stepping down, UN and partners 
announce 
… As the Quartet’s envoy on the ground during the last eight years, Mr. Blair 
demonstrated an unwavering commitment to the cause of Israeli-Palestinian peace and 
made lasting contributions to the effort to promote economic growth and improve daily 
life in the West Bank and Gaza,” read a statement issued by the Quartet. … 
In its statement, the Quartet expressed its deep appreciation to Tony Blair and thanked 
him “for his remarkable service” and reaffirmed its commitment to advancing peace and 
prosperity for Israelis and Palestinians. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50986#.VWspC1yqqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/16003.pdf  
 

Explanatory notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0003/16003.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150528-
0001.htm#15052830000055  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/16003.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0003/en/16003en.pdf 
 

Impact Assessment 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/impact-assessments/IA15-004.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150528/debtext/150528-
0001.htm#15052828000009  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9970&i=91558#Sc
otParlOR  

The Bill was defeated by 86 votes to 32 with no abstentions. 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
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** Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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