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Home Affairs 

Charity Commission 

The Rav Chesed Trust: inquiry report 
… The charity’s trustees were in default of their legal obligations to file accounting 
information with the commission. … As a result of the inquiry, the commission ensured 
the charity complied with its legal obligations to submit their annual accounting 
information. Three sets of accounts were filed and as a result over £1,480,000 of 
charitable income is now transparently and publicly accounted for on the register. … 
To read the full report see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428477/the
_rav_chesed_trust.pdf  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Ban deplores Israel's advancement of settlement activities in occupied Palestinian 
territories 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has strongly deplored the advancement 
of settlement activities on three occasions over the past three consecutive weeks by the 
Israeli authorities in the occupied West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, a spokesman 
for the UN said today. 
“He reiterates that settlements are illegal under international law and urges the 
Government of Israel to halt and reverse such decisions in the interest of peace and a 
just final status agreement,” said a statement released from Mr. Ban's spokesman. 
The Secretary-General also reiterated that the international community will not recognize 
unilateral actions on the ground and that the status of Jerusalem can only be resolved 
through negotiations. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50877#.VVjvZpOqqko  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428477/the_rav_chesed_trust.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428477/the_rav_chesed_trust.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8632
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50877#.VVjvZpOqqko
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UN officials urge Israel to halt plans to transfer Palestinian Bedouins, expand 
settlements 
Two United Nations humanitarian officials with responsibilities in the occupied Palestinian 
territory have today expressed their grave concern over the Government of Israel’s 
“rapidly advancing plans” to transfer Palestinian Bedouins in the central West Bank from 
their current communities. 
The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory, James W. 
Rawley, and the Director of Operations in the West Bank for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, Felipe Sanchez, released a joint 
statement that recalled a report of the UN Secretary-General from March this year, 
drawing a link between the proposed transfers and illegal settlement expansion and 
warning that the move would breach the Fourth Geneva Convention and violate human 
rights. 
“History has shown us that these transfers have not proven to be in the interests of the 
Bedouin communities,” said Mr. Sanchez. “This would represent a continuation of 
developments that commenced in 1997 when Palestine refugees were loaded on trucks 
and taken to the same urban site in Eizariya, after which an illegal settlement was 
constructed on their former land.” … 
“Israeli practices in Area C, including a marked increase of demolitions and confiscations 
of donor-funded structures in the first quarter of 2015, have compounded an already 
untenable situation for Bedouin communities,” said Mr. Rawley. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50917#.VV3-jFmqqko  
 
At Security Council, senior UN official warns Middle East status quo ‘not tenable’ 
The Middle East is threatened by “a vicious tide of terror and extremism” amid stalled 
peace negotiations and growing regional tensions, a United Nations envoy on the region 
warned today. 
“The inability to respond, for over 60 years, both on the legitimate aspirations of the 
Palestinian people for a state and to Israel’s quest for security, has fuelled a situation that 
is becoming more dangerous by the day,” … 
… he remains deeply concerned about the advancement of settlement activities in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank over the past month and he urged the 15-member Council 
to have “no illusions about the impact of these unilateral actions,” which could only 
further destabilize a political and security climate already exacerbated by ongoing 
violence between Palestinians and Israeli security forces. 
Turning to the situation in Gaza, meanwhile, the UN official recalled his initial “shock” 
during his first tour of the enclave devastated by last summer’s 51-day conflict between 
Israel and local militant group, Hamas. … 
He emphasized that Gaza remained “desperate and angry” at its forced isolation, 
imposed by the ongoing blockade, the closure of the Rafah border crossing, at Hamas’ 
imposition of a so-called solidarity tax, and at donors for “not honouring their financial 
commitments for reconstruction.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50906#.VV3-llmqqko  

 
Health services for Palestine refugees extended despite regional turmoil 
A newly published report by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East spotlights improved health services being delivered to millions 
in five fields across the Middle East, despite pronounced challenges in the region. … 
However, ongoing conflicts in Syria and Gaza and their spillover into Lebanon and 
Jordan have been a prominent challenge for UNRWA health workers. 
“I’d like to pay tribute to the extraordinary efforts of the UNRWA health teams, working in 
some of the most challenging environments today,” said Dr. Seita. … 
 

http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/un-officials-israel-must-halt-plans-transfer-palestinian-bedouins
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/un-officials-israel-must-halt-plans-transfer-palestinian-bedouins
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50917#.VV3-jFmqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50906#.VV3-llmqqko
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Despite these significant efforts, however, UNRWA continues its uphill battle to tackle 
conflict-related trauma and non-communicable diseases caused by unhealthy lifestyles 
and diets. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50919#.VV3-ilmqqko  
 
UNRWA Health Department Annual Report 2014 
http://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/health_department_annual_report_2014.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Show Racism the Red Card 

Perception vs. Reality: Young people’s perceptions of society lead to concerns 
about the potential development of prejudice 
Survey of attitudes of almost 6,000 school pupils aged between 10 and 16 throughout 
England between 2012 and 2014 identifies concerns over impact of misinformation and 
reveals influence of far right rhetoric. … 
… the results appear to demonstrate susceptibility among young people towards 
sympathy with far right ideologies, although 35% of respondents stated that they would 
‘stay well clear’ of any far right demonstrations in their community.  However, through a 
variety of responses to the survey, some young people have demonstrated attitudes of 
fear and resentment towards ‘non indigenous’ inhabitants, with many having difficulty 
articulating this attitude and identifying and justifying a particular target. 
Large numbers of people are grouped together and identified as foreigners, sometimes 
as immigrants, and sometimes chosen because of their religious beliefs. These groups 
are used on occasion to illustrate frustrations with modern Britain, and at other junctures 
to apportion blame and responsibility for a wider set of social and economic 
circumstances. The theme of Britain as a country with a changing identity, or rather an 
identity being changed for the worse, a theme at the heart of much of the rhetoric from 
the far right is also clearly evident.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.srtrc.org/news/news-and-events?news=5778  
 
Attitudes of Young People 
http://www.theredcard.org/uploaded/The%20Attitudes%20of%20Young%20People%20-
%20SRtRC%20study.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Patrick Harvie MSP: Response to the Stage 1 report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_HealthandSportCommittee/Assisted%20Suicide%20Bill
%20submissions/Member_in_Charge_of_the_Bill_response_to_Stage_1_Report.pdf 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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