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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Islam: Legal Systems 
The Lord Bishop of St Albans [HL2190] To ask Her Majesty’s Government when the 
undertaking by the Home Secretary, made in a speech on 23 March, to set up an 
independent investigation into the application of Shari’a law in Britain will be fulfilled; and 
when that investigation is expected to report. 

Lord Bates: Sharia councils may be working in a discriminatory and unacceptable 
way. That is why, as part of the forthcoming Counter-Extremism Strategy, 
Government will commission a full, independent investigation to assess to what 
extent Sharia is being applied in a manner that is unacceptable. The review will 
commence following the appointment of an independent chair. The Terms of 
Reference for the review and its duration will be determined at that point. We will 
act on any evidence of it’s application which is outside of the law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2190/  
 

The speech referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-stronger-britain-built-on-our-values  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Origin Marking: Israel 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL2160] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
progress is being made in securing a European Union decision on the labelling of 
products from Israeli settlements. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The issue of correct labelling of settlement 
produce is a subject of ongoing work with our EU partners. We believe that EU-
wide guidelines on the labelling of settlement produce would be an important step 
to ensure correct and coherent implementation of EU consumer protection and 
labelling legislation, which is in fulfilment of our previous commitments and is fully 
consistent with long-standing EU policy in relation to  illegal  Israeli  settlements in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2190/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2190/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-stronger-britain-built-on-our-values
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the Occupied Palestinian Territories. In April 2015, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), signed a joint letter, with 15 other 
foreign ministers, to EU High Representative Federica Mogherini calling on the 
EU to follow through on longstanding policy to ensure the clear labelling of goods 
produced in Israeli settlements. At the May/June/July Foreign Affairs Councils the 
Foreign Secretary also pressed the High Representative to implement EU wide 
labelling guidelines. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2160/  
 

Gaza: Neonatal Mortality 
Baroness Tonge [HL2196] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority and the government of Israel regarding the 
increase in neonatal mortality in the Gaza Strip. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised the issue of neonatal 
mortality in the Gaza Strip with either the Palestinian Authority or the Israeli 
authorities, as part of our long-term assistance for Gaza, the UK supports partners 
like the World Food Programme, the UN Works and Relief Agency and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, who help deal with food shortages, 
provide basic services and repair water infrastructure in Gaza. On 10 September 
the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), 
emphasised to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu the importance of improving daily 
life for the people of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2196/  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2197] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the block on exports from Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 10 September the Prime Minister, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), emphasised to Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu the importance of improving daily life for the people of Gaza, 
for example through better power and water supplies and facilitating travel in and 
out of Gaza. During his visit to the region in July, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), urged the Israeli government to ease 
restrictions on Gaza and for the parties to prioritise progress towards a durable 
solution, including taking the necessary steps to advance construction and 
economic development. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has also frequently urged Israel 
to go further in easing movement and access restrictions on Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2197/  
 

Israel: Church Schools 
Baroness Tonge [HL2198] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel following the strike at Christian schools in Israel 
in protest against funding cuts. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: British Embassy officials discussed this issue with 
Israel's Ministry of Education during the summer. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2198/  
 

West Bank: Arson 
Baroness Tonge [HL2199]  To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2160/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2160/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2196/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2196/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2197/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2197/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2198/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2198/
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have made to the government of Israel concerning the lack of progress in arresting the 
people responsible for the Duma village arson attack in July 2015. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the 
issue of the investigation with the Israeli Defence Minister on 10 September. We 
have called on the Israeli authorities to ensure that those responsible for this 
crime are brought swiftly to justice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2199/  
 

West Bank: Arson 
Baroness Tonge [HL2200] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what contact, if any, 
Ministers and diplomats have had with the Dawabsha family following the death of three 
members of that family in an arson attack in Duma village in July. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Consul-General in Jerusalem visited the 
village of Duma on 4 August to express our condolences to the relatives of the 
Dawabsha family and the local community. On 31 July, the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the 
Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), issued a press statement strongly 
condemning the attack. We have called on the Israeli authorities to ensure that 
those responsible for this crime are brought swiftly to justice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2200/  
 

[Talks with Hamas] 
Baroness Tonge [HL2279] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the outcomes of the talks between Tony Blair and Hamas since his active 
negotiations with Khaled Meshaal in June. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made an assessment of the 
outcomes of any talks between Tony Blair and Hamas. The immediate priority 
remains for all parties to prioritise making progress on reaching a durable 
agreement that addresses the underlying causes of the conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2279/  
 

[Palestinian refugees from Syria] 
Baroness Tonge [HL2369] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning Israel offering refuge to Palestinians 
fleeing Syria. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations to the 
Government of Israel on this issue. 
The UK has pledged £1billion to date – our largest ever humanitarian response to 
a single crisis – to provide humanitarian assistance and long-term support to 
hundreds of thousands of vulnerable people living in Syria and refugees across 
the region, which includes Palestinian refugees who have also been affected by 
the crisis. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-17/HL2369/  
 

[Palestinians: Right of Return] 
Baroness Tonge [HL2370] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent discussions 
they have had with the government of Israel concerning the right of return for 
Palestinians. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to be clear with both sides that there 
must be a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees as part of a negotiated 
two-state solution. On 10 September during the visit to  London of  Prime  Minister  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2199/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2199/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2200/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2200/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2279/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-16/HL2279/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-17/HL2369/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-17/HL2369/
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Netanyahu, the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr 
Cameron), raised the need for the parties to return to negotiations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-17/HL2370/  
 

Israel: Church Schools 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL2201] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of the current differences in the levels of funding between 
Christian schools and other schools in Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We assess that government funding per student 
for Christian schools has fallen by approximately 50% during the last five years. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Ministry of 
Education in the summer. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2201/  
 

Israel: Churches 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL2202] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 
current assessment of the number of "price tag" attacks on church property in Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We condemn all extremist violence, including 
those attacks against religious buildings. Whilst most ‘price tag’ attacks have 
taken place in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, we are aware that on 18 June 
the Benedictine Church of the Multiplication at Tabgha, on the Sea of Galilee, was 
set on fire and vandalised with graffiti. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
raised this at the time with the Israeli Foreign Ministry and National Security 
Council. Although it did not occur in Israel, it is worth noting the arson attack that 
took place in February on a Greek Orthodox seminary in East Jerusalem, again 
with inflammatory graffiti. We are also aware that Muslim and Jewish holy places 
are desecrated and we unequivocally condemn all such incidents. On 10 
September the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr 
Cameron), and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), 
raised their concerns for peace in the region with Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-14/HL2202/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/ 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/

