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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
Jim Shannon [10019] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps her 
Department is taking to ensure pupils are able to share information about their 
backgrounds and cultures as part of personal, social and health education. 

Edward Timpson: Education is a devolved power; as such, this reply concerns 
schools in England only. 
It is for schools to tailor their personal, social, health and economic education 
(PSHE) programme to reflect the needs of their pupils. We expect teachers to 
understand how best to create a safe environment for PSHE, so that pupils feel 
able to discuss and reflect on issues that are important to them. We have 
provided funding to the PSHE Association to work with schools to advise them in 
developing their own PSHE curriculum and improve the quality of teaching. This 
includes signposting schools to high-quality resources. 
Department for Education guidance on promoting the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of pupils states that pupils must be encouraged to regard 
people of all faiths, races and cultures with respect and tolerance. The guidance 
for schools is found online at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-
fundamental-british-values-through-smsc 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-11/10019/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Muslim Brotherhood Review 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL2031] To ask Her Majesty’s Government (1) how the 
Government-sponsored review of the Muslim Brotherhood, led by Sir John Jenkins, has 
informed Government policy towards the Muslim Brotherhood; and (2) how much the 
review cost. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: The findings of the Muslim Brotherhood Review have 
been considered by Whitehall Departments in a process led by the National 
Security Adviser. It has illustrated some of the challenges posed by those whose 
views may be seen to contribute towards creating the space for more extreme 
views to flourish. The Government is continuing to develop our broader policy 
response on this. 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-11/10019/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-11/10019/
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The costs of the review were absorbed in routine administrative spend with the 
exception of Sir John Jenkins’ travel which amounted to £8791.79. The 
Government sought to save travel costs as far as possible through working 
through our network of Embassies and High Commissions; packaging regional 
travel to avoid more expensive fares from London; and hosting international 
partners in London. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-07/HL2031/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy [10146] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the treatment of gay, lesbian and transgender 
people by the Palestinian Police and Palestinian Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are deeply concerned about the treatment of the LGBT 
community in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), particularly in Gaza 
where they are subject to widespread social discrimination for cultural and 
religious reasons. Homosexuality remains a taboo subject in the OPTs. In some 
places, such as Ramallah, these taboos are relaxed, but in more conservative 
areas the situation is very challenging. There are no laws protecting LGBT people, 
however we are not aware of any recent legal cases being prosecuted against 
LGBT people. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10146/  

 
Israel: Palestinians 

Steve Baker [10179] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the political and security situation in 
Israel and Palestine; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We closely monitor the political and security situation in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) discussed the future of the peace process, the 
situation on the ground and developments in the region with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 10 September. Most recently, we have been concerned 
by violence at the Temple Mount / Haram Al Sharif compound. I issued a 
statement on this matter on 16 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10179/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL2161] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel following the decision of the 
Israeli Supreme Court of 6 July to allow the construction of a section of the separation 
barrier though the Cremisan Valley. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-07/HL2031/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-07/HL2031/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10179/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-14/10179/
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
raised the issue of the separation barrier though the Cremisan Valley with the 
Israeli authorities on several occasions, most recently during the week beginning 
31 August. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2161/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL2162] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is 
their assessment of the viability of a two-state solution in Israel and Palestine following 
the decision to resume construction of the separation barrier in Beir Ona, near the 
Cremisan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government approved the local press 
statement issued by the EU representatives on 19 August, which reaffirms the EU 
Member States' opposition to Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this 
context, such as building the separation barrier beyond the 1967 line, demolitions 
and confiscation - including of EU funded projects, evictions, forced transfers 
including of Bedouins, illegal outposts, settler violence and restrictions of 
movement and access. On 10 September the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), and the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), made clear to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu the 
UK’s deep concerns over issues which would put in serious jeopardy the prospect 
of a viable Palestinian state. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2162/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief condemns rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Sunday condemned the recent rocket attacks by 
extremist Palestinian militants on Israel from Gaza. 
“Such indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas risk a dangerous escalation and must stop,” 
Mr. Ban said in a statement issued by his spokesperson. 
“The people of southern Israel and Gaza have suffered enough from such violence,” the 
statement added. 
Last week, both the Secretary-General and the United Nations Security Council urged 
calm amid escalating tensions between Palestinians and Israelis around holy sites in 
Jerusalem, especially surrounding the Haram Al-Sharif/Temple Mount compound. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51921#.VgE9Eo-qqko  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2161/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2161/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2162/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-09-10/HL2162/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8987
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51921#.VgE9Eo-qqko
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
 
** Holocaust education (closing date 6 November 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/holocaust-education-15-16/  
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