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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

[Rosh HaShanah] Devolution Deal 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Greg Clark): May I 
wish Shanah Tovah to all Members, and to those in the wider community, who are 
celebrating the Jewish new year? …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150914/debtext/15091
4-0001.htm#1509146000011  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools 
Paul Flynn [8505] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the 
speech given by the Prime Minister on 20 July 2015, on extremism, what her policy is on 
extending the 50 per cent cap on faith-based allocation of school places to all faith 
schools. 

Edward Timpson: We are committed to retaining the 50 per cent cap for faith free 
schools and have no plans to extend the 50 per cent cap on faith-based allocation 
of school places. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8505/  
 

Judiciary: Religious Practice 
Mark Hendrick [8519] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many (a) 
stipendiary magistrates, (b) non-stipendiary magistrates and (c) district judges are 
currently members of (i) sharia courts, (ii) a beth din and (iii) other religious courts and 
tribunals. 

Shailesh Vara: No such information is held. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8519/  
 

Judiciary: Religious Practice 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Mark Hendrick [8520]  To  ask  the  Secretary of State for Justice, what guidance he has  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150914/debtext/150914-0001.htm#1509146000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150914/debtext/150914-0001.htm#1509146000011
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8505/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8505/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8519/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8519/
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issued to (a) stipendiary magistrates, (b) non-stipendiary magistrates and (c) district 
judges on membership of (i) sharia courts, (ii) a beth din and (iii) other religious courts 
and tribunals. 
Mark Hendrick [9034] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what guidance he has 
issued to stipendiary magistrates, non-stipendiary magistrates and district judges 
regarding membership of (a) sharia courts, (b) a beth din and (c) other religious courts or 
tribunals. 

Shailesh Vara: No such guidance has been issued. Such a matter would, in any 
case, rest with the Lord Chief Justice and the senior judiciary, if they were minded 
to issue guidance on this topic to magistrates and district judges, or, indeed, to 
any other judicial office holders. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8520/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/9034/  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Rosh Hashanah: Greg Clark's message 
Shana Tova.  The high holy days give us the opportunity to celebrate the life and the 
contribution of the Jewish community right across the country. 
And I’m here today in Liverpool at the Prince’s Road Synagogue, this magnificent 
building, that for over 100 years has been a centre of Jewish life in this great city, to meet 
with the community and to reflect on the contribution that they have made over so many 
years to this city and beyond. 
The success of the Jewish community, excelling in all different areas of life and making 
such a contribution to our public life, at national and local level, is one of the great glories 
of our country. 
And it is a time to reflect on the achievements of the past, and to send a clear message 
that the value that we place on our Jewish citizens and the relationships that are forged 
across our communities are one of the strengths of our society. So during this very 
important time I join everyone in celebrating the contribution that the community has 
made not just in cities like Liverpool but to our nation as a whole. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-greg-clarks-message  
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister's Rosh Hashanah Message 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has highlighted the valuable contribution the Jewish 
community makes to Scotland in her Rosh Hashanah message this year. 
The First Minister said: “Once again, Rosh Hashanah is upon us and it is time to reflect 
on all that has come before and to look forward to a new year, and all that is yet to come. 
From meeting some of you in Giffnock recently, it was once again evident how valuable a 
contribution the Jewish community makes to Scotland and how important it is that 
everyone feels connected with, and has the opportunity to participate in civil society. 
I know it has been a challenging year but I think we can be proud of the resilient way in 
which we continue to work together to tackle prejudice and in which we plan to support 
each other in building the society we want to be – a safer, stronger and fairer Scotland. 
From the Scottish Government and the people of Scotland, to all Scotland’s Jewish 
communities on Rosh Hashanah, ‘shanah tovah umetukah’.” 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/First-Minister-s-Rosh-Hashanah-Message-1cf0.aspx 
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Holocaust 

United Nations 

UN official welcomes proclamation of International Day to honour victims of 
genocide 
The United Nations Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide has welcomed the 
resolution adopted by the General Assembly last week proclaiming 9 December as the 
International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide 
and of the Prevention of this Crime. 
“Remembering the events of the past and paying tribute to those who perished should 
strengthen our resolve to prevent such events from ever happening again,” Adama Dieng 
said … “We have a collective responsibility to prevent genocide – and by 
commemorating the victims of the crime of genocide, we can dignify them and show that 
we are not indifferent, that we care about what happened to them and will never forget 
them.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51867#.Vfl_RiCqqko  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Weapons 
Paul Flynn [9915] To ask the Prime Minister, whether he had discussions with his Israeli 
counterpart during his visit to London on (a) Israel's nuclear weapons and (b) prospects 
for a conference on weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East. 

David Cameron: I refer the hon. Member to the press release published by my 
office on 10 September. The press release is available on the gov.uk website. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-10/9915/  
 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-netanyahu-visit-to-downing-street  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister Tobias Ellwood statement on violent clashes at Haram al-
Sharif/Temple Mount 
Minister for the Middle East deeply concerned by clashes in Jerusalem which have 
resulted in a number of injuries. 
Speaking today Mr Ellwood said: I am deeply concerned by recent violent clashes and 
heightened tensions at Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount which have resulted in a number 
of injuries. 
We condemn all acts of violence and urge all parties to work together to restore calm, 
avoid provocations and support the status quo. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violent-
clashes-at-haram-al-shariftemple-mount  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51867#.Vfl_RiCqqko
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-10/9915/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-10/9915/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-netanyahu-visit-to-downing-street
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violent-clashes-at-haram-al-shariftemple-mount
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-tobias-ellwood-statement-on-violent-clashes-at-haram-al-shariftemple-mount
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United Nations 

Latest provocations could ignite fresh Israeli-Palestinian violence, warns UN envoy 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process told the 
Security Council today that he is gravely concerned over the violence and continuing 
clashes in and around the holy sites of the Old City of Jerusalem, and urged all leaders 
to ensure that visitors and worshippers demonstrate restraint and respect for the sanctity 
of the area. 
Clashes of varying intensity have been ongoing for three days now, and follow sweeping 
restrictions on entry into the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound which Israel applied beginning 
on 26 August. Since then, the Government has decreed an entry ban to the compound 
and the Temple Mount area to members of Muslim and Jewish groups considered to be 
extremist. 
“As the Middle East faces a vicious tide of terror and extremism, such serious 
provocations have the potential to ignite violence well beyond the walls of the Old City of 
Jerusalem,” Nickolay Mladenov told the Council … 
“I urge all political, community and religious leaders to ensure that visitors and 
worshippers demonstrate restraint and respect for the sanctity of the area,” he continued, 
stressing that all sides have a responsibility to refrain from provocative actions and 
rhetoric. … 
“Also deeply troubling is the continuing Israeli policy of settlement construction and 
demolishing of Palestinian-owned structures in Area C of the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51878#.Vfl_NiCqqko  
 
Time Has Come to ‘Right the Balance between Hope and Fear’ for Israelis, 
Palestinians, Senior Envoy Tells Security Council in Quarterly Briefing 
… “For too long, the Israeli and Palestinian populations have lived their lives vacillating 
between hope and fear — with fear frequently triumphing,” Nickolay Mladenov, Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said in his periodic briefing to the 15-
nation body … 
Israel’s encouraging efforts in recent months to ease some restrictions in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, and Gaza must be expanded in order to address humanitarian, 
economic and infrastructural challenges, he said. Such initiatives should be part of a 
wider political process aimed at facilitating, and not substituting for, a final status 
agreement. 
Noting the Palestinian leadership’s decision to hold consultations over the next three 
months on convening a meeting of the Palestinian National Council for the first time in 
almost two decades, he encouraged all factions to seize that opportunity to achieve 
national unity with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people.  … 
Over the last month, five rockets were fired at Israel by militant groups from Gaza, while a 
further 10 rockets were test fired at the sea, he said. Israeli security forces conducted two 
airstrikes inside the Strip.  Such incidents underscored the fragile dynamics in Gaza, 
which, without positive change, would continue to provide fertile ground for extremism 
and ultimately undermine the Palestinian goal of statehood. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12043.doc.htm 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 
 

Since this Bill did not pass its second reading debate on 11 September 2015, it cannot be 
make any further progress. 

 
** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150914-
0001.htm#1509147000447  
 

Bill as sent to the House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/0069/16069.pdf  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
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Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
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