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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Rosh Hashanah 2015: David Cameron's message 
I want to send my very best wishes to everyone in the Jewish community here in Britain 
and around the world as you celebrate this new year. 
The high holy days offer moments to reflect as a community on the year that has passed 
and to make plans for the year ahead. 
I deeply admire the way Jewish communities emphasise their responsibility for creating a 
better, fairer society for everyone. This is one of the reasons the community has made 
such an immeasurable contribution to all areas of British life. 
As Jewish communities unite in prayer across the world, thoughts will turn to the tragic 
loss of life that we have seen following a number of horrific and abhorrent anti-Semitic 
attacks over the past year. Jewish communities must not be left to live in fear. As Prime 
Minister I will do everything I can to stamp out such hatred now and in the future. 
And I will stand by Britain’s promise to remember the Holocaust. The UK Holocaust 
Memorial Foundation which I set up with cross-party support is already undertaking 
urgent work to capture the testimony of British holocaust survivors and to ensure that the 
lessons of the darkest chapter of our history are never forgotten. 
There is no more important task than working together to create a world free from 
prejudice and hate in all its forms. 
I wish everyone a very sweet new year. Shana Tova and a ketivah v’chatima tovah. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2015-david-camerons-message  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [8454] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with counterparts in the EU and elsewhere on the 
number of incidents of the Israeli military shooting at fishing boats off Gaza and the 
number of fishermen so killed since August 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK has not discussed with  counterparts in the EU the issue  
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of the number of incidents of the Israeli military shooting at fishing boats off Gaza 
and the number of fishermen killed since August 2014. However, we have 
discussed the issue with Israeli contacts and with Palestinian and International 
Non-Governmental Organisations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8454/ 
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [8503] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many times the Israeli military have opened fire into Gaza since August 
2014; and what steps his Department is taking to prevent future such incidents. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of Israeli forces responding to illegal rocket fire 
from Gaza with 29 strikes since the 26 August 2014 Gaza ceasefire agreement. 
According to figures from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Israeli forces have opened fire into 
the Gaza Access Restricted Areas on land and sea on at least 696 occasions 
since then. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns over 
the Israel Defence Force’s use of live fire in Gaza with the Israeli Government. We 
are continuing to urge the parties to prioritise progress towards reaching a durable 
solution for Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8503/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [8504] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will estimate the number of Palestinian civilians killed by the Israeli military 
shooting into Gaza since August 2014; and what steps his Department is taking to 
prevent such fatalities. 

Tobias Ellwood: According to figures from the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, there have been 2 
Palestinian civilian fatalities in Gaza since August 2014 as a result of actions by 
Israeli forces. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns 
over the Israel Defence Force’s use of live fire in Gaza with the Israeli 
Government. We are also continuing to urge the parties to prioritise progress 
towards reaching a durable solution for Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8504/  

 
Gaza 

Alex Cunningham [8529] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on the likely timetable for lifting the blockade of 
Gaza; and what steps he is taking with his counterparts in the EU and elsewhere to bring 
this about. 

Tobias Ellwood: During the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond)'s visit to the region in July, he urged the Israeli Government to ease 
restrictions on Gaza and for the parties to prioritise progress towards a durable 
solution, including taking the necessary steps to advance construction and 
economic development. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv and our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem have frequently urged Israel to go further in easing movement and 
access restrictions on Gaza and for the Palestinian Authority to make progress on 
resuming control in Gaza. We welcome the steps that Israel has taken to ease 
some restrictions, for example on the water supply and food exports. However, we 
want to see Israel go much further, and we continue to call on Israel to do so.  We  
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will continue to work closely with international partners including the EU to 
promote a durable solution for Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8529/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [8530] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has received from (a) Israel, (b) Egypt, (c) the 
Palestinian Authority and (d) Hamas on the rebuilding of homes destroyed in Gaza 
during the conflict of January 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we do not speak to Hamas, we have had discussions with 
the other parties pressing for urgent measures to relieve the humanitarian 
suffering of those in Gaza, including the rebuilding of homes destroyed in the 
Gaza conflict of 2014. The UK regularly urges the Israeli authorities to intensify 
measures to support Gaza’s reconstruction and economic development. We are 
also urging Egypt, which has played an important role in encouraging the 
international community to support the reconstruction of Gaza, to show maximum 
flexibility in opening the Rafah crossing. We receive regular representations from 
the Palestinian Authority on rebuilding of homes in Gaza, and have urged the 
Palestinian Authority to take steps to return to Gaza. 
The UK is also supporting the temporary Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism to 
facilitate the import of construction materials into Gaza. The Department for 
International Development is providing £0.7 million to the Materials Monitoring 
Unit which oversees and monitors the import, storage, supply and use of 
construction materials into Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8530/  
 

Gaza 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Alex Cunningham [8531] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with counterparts in the EU and elsewhere on the 
obligations Israel has under UN Security Council Resolution 1860 and the Agreement on 
Movement and Access within it to open the Gaza crossings. 

Gaza: UN Resolutions 
Alex Cunningham [8532] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he plans to take to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1860; 
and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We support the full implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR) 1860. Many of the underlying problems that UNSCR 1860 
sought to address in Gaza still exist. The UK frequently urges the parties to 
address these problems and to take the necessary steps to ensure Gaza’s 
reconstruction and economic recovery. During his recent visit to the region, the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) urged the Israeli 
Government to ease restrictions on Gaza and pushed both parties to prioritise 
progress towards reaching a durable solution. We continue to work with our 
partners in the EU and elsewhere to drive forward progress in Gaza, including by 
seeking to address many of the issues highlighted in UNSCR 1860. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8532/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8531/  
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Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Alex Cunningham [8533] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will estimate the number of Palestinian rockets fired into Israel from Gaza 
since August 2014; how many Israelis have been killed as a result of such attacks; and 
what steps his Department is taking to prevent such incidents. 

Tobias Ellwood: We estimate that 12 rockets have been fired into Israel from 
Gaza since August 2014. No Israelis have been killed as a result of this rocket 
fire. We are clear that Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza must permanently 
end rocket fire and other attacks against Israel. We are continuing to urge the 
parties to prioritise progress towards reaching a durable solution for Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8533/  

 
Palestinians 

Roger Godsiff [9033] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps the Government is taking to ensure that the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism allows the import of sufficient building materials. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are supporting the temporary Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism (GRM) to facilitate the import of construction materials into Gaza. The 
Department for International Development is providing £0.7 million to the 
Materials Monitoring Unit which oversees and monitors the import, storage, supply 
and use of construction materials into Gaza under the GRM. Over 94,000 people 
have now been able to buy materials to repair homes that were damaged during 
the conflict. We welcome the June 2015 agreement between the Israeli and the 
Palestinian authorities on the new residential stream of the GRM, to allow imports 
of building materials into Gaza for the reconstruction of homes that were 
completely destroyed. The UK is also calling on all donors to disburse pledges 
made at the October 2014 Cairo Gaza Reconstruction Conference without delay 
so that the pace of reconstruction can increase. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/9033/  
 

Gaza: Infrastructure 
Alex Cunningham [8528] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, if 
she will estimate the likely timetable for rebuilding infrastructure in Gaza following the 
July 2014 conflict. 

Desmond Swayne: Over 94,000 beneficiaries have so far been able to buy 
construction materials to repair their homes through the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism (GRM). The ‘Residential Stream’ of the GRM, launched on 25 June 
2015, aims to facilitate the reconstruction of totally destroyed homes and 
infrastructure. As of 8th September, there are over 2,800 beneficiaries participating 
in the residential stream of the mechanism. The UK is the fourth largest donor to 
the GRM behind Norway, Germany and the Netherlands, providing a total of 
£700,000 since October 2014. The UN estimates that at the current rate, it may 
take 20 years to rebuild houses in the 2014 conflict. A more comprehensive lifting 
of restrictions as part of a political agreement is the only long-term solution for 
rebuilding infrastructure in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-09-04/8528/  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"Our abstention does not change our long-standing position on resolving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict." 
Explanation of vote by Deputy Political Co-ordinator Tom Meek of the UK Mission to the 
UN on the General Assembly Resolution on Flags 
… It has traditionally been the case that only flags of United Nations Member States are 
flown at the Headquarters. Despite our long-held support for the creation of a Palestinian 
state, we have not been provided with any compelling reason to justify changing this 
longstanding practice. Therefore, we have chosen to abstain on this resolution. 
Our abstention does not change our long-standing position on resolving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. A just and lasting settlement is long overdue. The prospect of a 
peace agreement has been diminishing in recent years and a clear political horizon is 
desperately needed. The worsening situation on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is of great concern and must be addressed. 
As we said when Palestine was granted non-Member Observer State status in November 
2012, we want to see a Palestinian state represented throughout all the organs of the 
United Nations. However, it remains our firm belief that a negotiated two-state solution is 
the only way to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict once and for all, and remains the best 
way to achieve Palestinian national aspirations in reality and on the ground. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/our-abstention-does-not-change-our-long-
standing-position-on-resolving-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict 
 
 

United Nations 

State of Palestine Flag to Fly at United Nations Headquarters, Offices as General 
Assembly Adopts Resolution on Non-Member Observer States 
… The world body adopted the resolution on raising the flags of non-member observer 
States at the United Nations (document A/69/L.76) by a recorded vote of 119 in favour to 
8 against …  with 45 abstentions. … 
Calling it “a historic vote”, the observer of the State of Palestine said that the General 
Assembly had sent an important message to the Palestinian people at a critical 
time.  While raising the flag would not end the occupation, it would signify to Palestinian 
people everywhere that the international community supported them. 
Israel’s representative called the resolution a photo opportunity, cautioning that as long 
as the Palestinians believed they could achieve their political goals without making 
concessions, they would continue to avoid taking the difficult decisions needed for 
peace.  Instead, he said, the photo truly worth taking was one of an Israeli Prime Minister 
and a Palestinian leader raising the flags of the two peoples living together in peace. 
Many speakers stressed that the focus needed to be on a return to meaningful 
negotiations between Israel and Palestine. …  
To read the full press release see  
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11676.doc.htm  
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Moderator's fears for future of Israel's Christian Schools 
… The Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Dr Angus Morrison, has written to 
David Cameron highlighting the 'mortal threat' caused by new financial restrictions which 
the Church regards as discrimination against Christian schools. Such is the concern in 
Israel, 47 schools are currently on indefinite strike until the situation is resolved. 
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Tabeetha’s pupils include Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
The Church of Scotland has owned and managed the multifaith Tabeetha school in Jaffa 
since 1911. Tabeetha is an open, ecumenical, and interfaith school, which from the 
beginning has offered the opportunity for Christian, Jewish and Muslim children to learn 
together in the same environment. … 
Rt Rev Dr Morrison writes "A key purpose of the school is to serve the Arab Christian 
community, whose children form the majority of its pupils. An equally essential purpose is 
to encourage creative and constructive ways of living together, in contrast to what is too 
often the pattern in Israel outside the school gates. 
The Church of Scotland sees itself as pro-Israeli and pro-Palestinian: pro Christian, 
Muslim and Jew. We stand for justice and reconciliation between these troubled 
communities. In this perspective, discriminating against Christian schools in Israel and, 
indeed, the whole Arab-Israeli education sector, is not only wrong in principle. It is foolish 
and self-defeating. … 
The government of Israel claims to award Christian schools 75% of the per capita funding 
of state schools in Israel, even though ultra-Orthodox Jewish schools in the same 
category receive full funding. Over the last 10 years, the funding calculation has seen the 
number of teaching hours cut from 1,100 to 660 hours. The funding proportion has 
remained at 75%, but in real terms provision has been cut by almost half. 
This imposes a growing burden on Arab-Israeli citizens – Christian and Muslim – who 
must pay more and more in tuition fees to meet these schools' shortfall in income. … 
To read the full press release and the Moderator’s letter see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/recent/moderators_fears_for
_future_of_israels_christian_schools  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
** Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 
 

House of Commons Library briefing paper 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7292/CBP-7292.pdf  
 

Second Reading debate, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150911/debtext/150911-
0001.htm#15091126000003  
 

Vote:  
In favour of the Bill 118 
Against the Bill: 330 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
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Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 

Welsh Assembly 

** Code of Practice on the Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10351/sub-ld10351-e.pdf  
 
** Explanatory Memorandum: The Human Tissue Authority Code of Practice 2015 on 
the Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10351-em/sub-ld10351-em-e.pdf  
 
** The Human Transplantation (Appointed Representatives) (Wales) Regulations 2015 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10352/sub-ld10352-e.pdf  
 
** Explanatory Memorandum: The Human Transplantation (Appointed 
Representatives) (Wales) Regulations 2015 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10352-em/sub-ld10352-em-e.pdf  
 
** The Human Transplantation (Excluded Relevant Material) (Wales) Regulations 2015 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10349/sub-ld10349-e.pdf 
 
** Explanatory Memorandum: The Human Transplantation (Excluded Relevant 
Material) (Wales) Regulations 2015 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10349-em/sub-ld10349-em-e.pdf  
 
** Explanatory Memorandum: The Human Transplantation (Persons who Lack 
Capacity to Consent) (Wales) Regulations 2015 Regulations 2015 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/sub-ld10350-em/sub-ld10350-em-e.pdf  
 
The Human Transplantation (Persons who Lack Capacity to Consent) (Wales) 
Regulations 2015 Regulations 2015 are not yet available online in English. 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 10 days 
Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
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Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 
12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459046/Nati
onal_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf 
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