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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Refugee Crisis in Europe 
col 245  Yvette Cooper: … On 21 November 1938, the Labour MP for Derby, Philip 
Noel-Baker, secured a three-hour debate in the shadow of Kristallnacht. It was the 
debate that set in motion the urgent support for the Kindertransport, helping 10,000 
Jewish children come to Britain. Parliament was united that day. He won support from all 
sides and from the Conservative Home Secretary, Samuel Hoare. Yesterday we were 
not united, though there was much that we agreed on. … 

 

col 265  Gerald Kaufman: … Only today, we read of a 27-year-old Palestinian woman 
murdered by Israeli extremists, leaving her four-year-old child an orphan, yet we—not 
me, but the Government—will welcome to this country Binyamin Netanyahu, the author 
of the oppression of the Palestinians and the man who will go on trying to wreck the 
nuclear agreement with Iran, which is one of the few bright spots in international 
relations. … 
… over the last few days alone the Germans have taken in 17,000 refugees. It may well 
be that Angela Merkel, creditably, is motivated by conscience and what the Germans did 
to the Jews. That is possible, but it is not discreditable. … 
When I think of people in Europe, I think of what happened to the Jews, and I believe—I 
am not discrediting anybody else, heaven knows—that Jews have a particular 
responsibility. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/15090
8-0002.htm#15090846000002 
 

col 291  Tom Tugendhat: I stand here proudly as the grandson of a refugee who came 
here in the 1920s. When my great uncle came as a Jewish refugee from Austria later in 
the late 1930s, the nation’s security was in such question that he was interned, as was 
every other adult Jew leaving Austria or Germany. I therefore welcome the Government’s 
efforts to take the nation’s security seriously while not damaging the right of refugees to 
come. It is right that, as we have done in the past, we balance our security with our 
generosity. … …  

 

col 296  Yvette Cooper: Tomorrow we will debate this issue again, and we will vote. I 
urge all Members throughout the House to read the report of the Kindertransport debate 
of 77 years ago before the SNP’s Opposition day debate, and before the vote. I ask them  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/150908-0002.htm#15090846000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/150908-0002.htm#15090846000002
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not to vote against the additional help that we need. We have a moral responsibility to do 
more. What the Government have done is good, but it is simply not enough. Let us do 
more. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/15090
8-0003.htm  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Rosh Hashanah: Foreign Secretary’s message 
Speaking today, the Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: I send my warmest wishes 
to the Jewish community both in the UK and around the world as they prepare to 
celebrate Rosh Hashanah, one of the holiest days in the Jewish calendar. The Jewish 
New Year is a time to reflect on the past year and prepare for the new one. I join the 
Jewish Community in their hope that the coming year will bring Israel and the Middle 
East region closer to a more peaceful and secure future. 
Shana Tovah to you and to your families. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-foreign-secretarys-message  
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Holocaust 

Downing Street 

Holocaust Memorial Foundation takes forward Prime Minister's pledge to survivors 
Speaking as a guest at the Holocaust Educational Trust’s annual dinner, Sir Peter 
Bazalgette announces that the Scottish National Party MP and MSP Alex Salmond is to 
join the Chief Rabbi, Natasha Kaplinsky, Gerald Ronson CBE and New York’s 9/11 
Memorial and Museum director Alice Greenwald on the board of the United Kingdom 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation. … 
Sir Peter Bazalgette welcomed the support of the Holocaust Educational Trust as a key 
part of the advisory group and described them as ‘a tremendous guiding force in 
holocaust education in this country’. … 
The Rt Hon Sir Eric Pickles MP will attend board meetings in his role as the Prime 
Minister’s new Special Envoy for Post Holocaust Issues. He is taking over from Sir 
Andrew Burns … 
The UK’s Holocaust Memorial Foundation is today publishing the site specification and 
criteria for the location of the striking and prominent new national memorial and world-
class learning centre in Central London. The Foundation is inviting all interested parties 
to put forward proposals which meet the criteria by 30th October 2015. … 
Sir Peter Bazalgette, the chair of the new UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, is also 
urgently appealing to Holocaust survivors and liberators who have never told their stories 
to come forward. Time is running out to capture the testimony of people who lived 
through the Holocaust and the Foundation is desperate not to lose any opportunities to 
record valuable stories forever. … 
Alex Salmond MP and MSP said: I am honoured to be able to play my part in the 
Foundation’s work to ensure that the national memories of the Holocaust transcend time. 
By ensuring generations come to understand the horrors that the world endured seventy 
years ago, the Foundation will create a lasting message about the dangers of prejudice 
and hatred taking root in any society. I’m proud to be involved with this work and hope 
that I will be able to add a particularly Scottish dimension to how the Holocaust is marked 
and remembered as part of the overall project. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/150908-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150908/debtext/150908-0003.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-foreign-secretarys-message
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Survivors or those who know of survivors wishing to take part in the UK Holocaust 
Memorial Foundation’s testimony project should email ukhmf@cabinetoffice.gov.uk or 
write to The UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, PO Box 72270, London, SW1P 9WU. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-memorial-foundation-takes-forward-
prime-ministers-pledge-to-survivors  
 

See “Consultations” section below for a link to the consultation on a National 
Memorial and Learning Centre. 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn [8285] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
what licences have been issued to (a) Instro Precision, (b) Ferranti Technologies and (c) 
Elite KL for exports for the use of the Israeli Defence Force or other elements of Israel's 
security forces on what dates since 1 January 2010; and what the date of each such 
licence was. 

Anna Soubry: Six Standard Individual Export Licences for military goods have 
been granted to the named companies for ultimate end-use by the Israeli Defence 
Forces since 1 January 2010. I am unable to disclose more specific details as to 
do so might reveal commercially sensitive information. 
All export licences are issued in strict accordance with the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8285/  
 

Unmanned Air Vehicles: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn [8353] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
pursuant to the Answer of February 2015 to Question 222681, what licences have been 
issued since 1 January 2010 to UAV Engines Ltd for equipment other than UAV engines 
or components for exports for the use of the Israeli Defence Force or other elements of 
Israel's security forces; and on what date each such licence was issued. 

Anna Soubry: No licences have been granted to UAV Engines for equipment 
other than UAV engines or components for exports for the use of the Israeli 
Defence Force or other elements of Israel’s security forces since 1 January 2010. 
All export licences are issued in strict accordance with the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8353/  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alan Meale (404) UK arms sales to Israel – That this House notes the report published 
by War on Want in July 2015 entitled Arming Apartheid: UK Complicity in Israel's Crimes 
Against the Palestinian People, which details the UK's arms trade with Israel; further 
notes that, despite promises given, UK-made weapons and military technologies 
continue to be sold to and subsequently used by occupying Israeli forces in Palestine, 
while the UK also imports Israeli military hardware and components and provides training 
in the  UK  for  Israeli  military  personnel;  and calls on the  Government to apply its  own  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-memorial-foundation-takes-forward-prime-ministers-pledge-to-survivors
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-memorial-foundation-takes-forward-prime-ministers-pledge-to-survivors
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8285/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8285/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8353/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8353/
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export guidelines which would de facto result in a UK embargo on arms exports to Israel, 
which would lead to an end to any further breaches of international laws on arms control. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/404  

 

 
United Nations 

Opening Two-Day Meeting on Question of Palestine, Secretary-General Calls 
Israel’s Settlement Expansion ‘Root Cause’ of Spiking Violence in Occupied 
Palestinian Land 
Israel’s illegal settlement activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory directly ran 
counter to its stated objective to realize a two-State solution, United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said in his message to the International Meeting on the Question 
of Palestine … 
“The continuing policy of settlement expansion and the climate of impunity relating to 
settler activity are a root cause of the escalating violence in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory,” … 
Under the theme of “Israeli settlements as an obstacle to peace — possible ways 
forward”, the two-day conference was convened by the United Nations Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, in cooperation with the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the League of Arab States.  It aimed at 
discussing, among others, the impact and legality of settlements, the role of the 
international community and regional organizations, European Union guidelines on 
import and labelling of goods produced in settlements, and action by parliamentarians, 
civil society and local authorities. 
Mr. Ban said … Confidence must be restored by both peoples for a peaceful settlement 
and, at last, the realization of two States for two peoples.  … 
He also voiced concern over the new levels of settler violence against Palestinian 
civilians.  Although there were indications that the Israeli Government had stepped up 
efforts to address that danger and hold perpetrators accountable, it must do all it could to 
live up to its obligations, especially the protection of all civilians, including those under its 
occupation. 
Condemning the recent rocket launches from Gaza towards Israel and violence against 
Israelis in the West Bank, Mr. Ban urged leaders on all sides to prevent such acts and 
not to allow extremists to escalate the situation and take control of the political 
agenda.  … 
In his keynote address, Riad Malki, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine, 
said that … For every act of settlement construction and expansion, Israel destroyed 
Palestinian property and livelihood and unravelled the social fabric and diminished the 
most essential element of the Palestinian personality — hope. … 
Yet, he said, Israel had continued to commit those crimes for almost half a century 
without facing accountability.  … Asking about what was the way forward, he said the 
answer was simple and clear:  combat the illegal regime and take practical steps to end 
it, including through boycotting. … 
The European Union’s labelling of products from Israeli settlements was a positive, yet 
long overdue, initial step but nowhere near enough, he said.  Israel must be made to 
understand that it could not continue to make a profit off the oppression of the Palestinian 
people and the illegal exploitation of their natural resources.  … 
Samir Bakr Diab, Assistant Secretary-General for Palestine Affairs of the OIC, noted that 
Israel was doing everything to bring down Palestine despite the international 
community’s serious efforts to achieve a peaceful solution.  Israeli settlers numbered 
600,000 today and their settlements fragmented Palestinian land and communities, thus 
“Judaizing” Jerusalem.  Those activities, including measures to break unity, transform the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/404
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demographic character and exploit natural resources in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, were clear violations of international law.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1343.doc.htm  
 
Experts Examine ‘De-Palestinization’ of Jerusalem, Reality on Ground at United 
Nations Meeting on Israeli Settlements 
Israel was changing the demographic composition on the ground by transferring Jewish 
settlers into the Occupied Palestinian Territory and driving out Palestinians, experts told 
the United Nations International Meeting on the Question of Palestine … 
… Rima Khalaf, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia in Beirut … said that by illegally 
transferring some of its citizens to the occupied territories and according them special 
treatment and rights, Israel had established a calamitous system of segregation and 
racial discrimination.  If two 16-year-old boys, one Israeli and the other Palestinian, were 
to commit the same offence at the same time in the same locality in the occupied 
territories, the Israeli child would be treated as a minor with all the associated protections 
and rights.  The Palestinian child, however, would face military detention, be tried by a 
military court as an adult, and be subject to harsh treatment that violated his 
internationally recognized rights. 
Israeli policies in the West Bank also consistently discriminated against Palestinians, she 
said, evident in the inequitable allocation of water in which Israelis could receive per 
capita up to seven times the water provided to Palestinians.  Segregation was starkly 
manifested in the fortress-like Jewish settlements scattered all over occupied 
Palestine.  Sixty-five kilometres of roads had been built on expropriated Palestinian land 
for the exclusive use of Israelis and Jewish settlers. 
She said Israel’s strategy of forcing Palestinians to leave their land employed three 
interlinked sets of policies:  collective punishment of the Palestinian population, their 
displacement and the construction of Jewish settlements.  The Gaza blockade and the 
Wall in the West Bank were examples of collective punishment, a practice prohibited 
under international humanitarian law and in direct violation of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.  Those measures impeded children’s paths to school, farmers’ roads to their 
land and the journey of pregnant women to hospitals. … 
“The status quo is unsustainable,” she said, warning against turning a blind eye to a 
system that appeared to constitute “apartheid” and racial segregation. … 
Mr. Hantash said … Israel had planned three projects to encircle Jerusalem, including 
the so-called Plan E1, which aimed to connect settlements and create territorial 
contiguity with Jerusalem in order to have one municipality.  Israel had confiscated tens 
of thousands of acres of Palestinian land for that purpose.  … He recalled remarks made 
by an Israeli official that “there was no Zionism without a settlement, and there was no 
settlement without the expulsion of the Arabs and the expropriation of their land”.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1345.doc.htm  
 
Experts Suggest Invoking Universal Jurisdiction among Legal Options to Address 
Israeli Settlements, as International Meeting on Palestine Question Continues 
Invoking universal jurisdiction and a referral to the International Criminal Court were 
among the legal strategies available to hold Israel accountable for its illegal activities in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, experts said … 
 Walid Assaf, Minister of Colonization and Wall Resistance Commission in Birzeit …  said 
what was happening in the Occupied Palestinian Territory was more than occupation, 
which should be temporary in nature.  No Palestinian cities had been created for more 
than 50 years, while many Israeli cities had sprung up.  … 
“Judaization measures” also continued, he said.  Israel  encouraged  its citizens to  move  
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1343.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1345.doc.htm
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to the communities located in the eastern slopes of the West Bank, from where 
Palestinians were expelled. … It was colonization, which could even lead to ethnic 
cleansing.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1346.doc.htm  
 
Israeli demolition orders boost vulnerability of thousands of West Bank 
Palestinians, UN warns 
A new United Nations report shows that, according to official data released by the Israeli 
authorities, more than 11,000 demolition orders are currently outstanding in the 60 per 
cent of the West Bank over which Israel still retains direct control – known as Area C. 
These orders – which affect an estimated 13,000 Palestinian-owned structures, including 
homes – are among the over 14,000 demolition orders issued by the Israeli Civil 
Administration between 1988 and 2014. … 
“These orders heighten the vulnerability of thousands of poor Palestinian households, 
some of whom are at imminent risk of forcible displacement,” said the Office. … 
Palestinian Bedouin communities in the central West Bank are at particularly high risk of 
forcible transfer due to an official Israeli plan to relocate them. … 
“As we have said repeatedly, the Secretary-General calls on the Israeli authorities to halt 
demolitions of Palestinian-owned structures, to revoke plans that would result in the 
forcible transfer of Palestinian communities, and to implement an inclusive planning and 
zoning regime that will enable Palestinians’ residential and community development 
needs to be met,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51826#.VfBVAJ2qqko  
 
Under Threat: Demolition orders in Area C of the West Bank 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/demolition_orders_in_area_c_of_the
_west_bank_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill  (closing 
date 12 October 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/91986.aspx 
 
** Holocaust Memorial Foundation: National Memorial and Learning Centre (closing 
date 30 October 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/45904
6/National_Memorial_and_Learning_Centre.pdf  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf  
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