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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"The regional turmoil we are witnessing only reinforces the importance of 
resolving the Israel-Palestine conflict." 
Statement by Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant of the UK Mission to the UN at the Security 
Council Debate on the situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question 
… We all know that the only way to resolve this sixty year old conflict is through a 
negotiated two state solution. We must have renewed international efforts to support 
progress and to start serious negotiations towards a deal. The parties themselves must 
also resume negotiations to reach a durable ceasefire in Gaza and tackle the underlying 
causes of the conflict. The Palestinians need to take concrete steps towards moving the 
Palestinian Authority back to Gaza, starting with border crossings. Israel must support 
Gaza with exports, energy and water. Egypt needs to resume its mediation role and 
show flexibility in opening Rafah. And donors need to deliver on their pledges as soon as 
possible. The regional turmoil we are witnessing only reinforces the importance of 
resolving the Israel Palestine conflict. Both parties must think seriously about how they 
can work together to improve the reality on the ground. It is clear that compromises by 
both parties are needed. Israel must stop its illegal, and totally unnecessary, settlement 
building, which seems designed to undermine a two state solution. Instead they should 
be easing economic conditions on the ground and removing barriers to Palestinian 
development. Furthermore, while the Palestinians seek legal international routes to 
statehood, they must realise that there can be no substitute for negotiations with Israel. 
The United Kingdom sees merit in this Council adopting a clear resolution setting out the 
parameters for a peaceful and negotiated solution. But this will require proper 
consultation to achieve the full backing of the Council. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-regional-turmoil-we-are-witnessing-only-
reinforces-the-importance-of-resolving-the-israel-palestine-conflict  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Palestinian State (Recognition) 
17.03  Sandra White: … Many people are quick to criticise nations that violate UN 
resolutions or do not abide by international law. I believe that, if we fail to acknowledge 
that where Israel is concerned, we fail to present the situation objectively and we fail to 
be taken seriously by the rest of the world. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-regional-turmoil-we-are-witnessing-only-reinforces-the-importance-of-resolving-the-israel-palestine-conflict
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-regional-turmoil-we-are-witnessing-only-reinforces-the-importance-of-resolving-the-israel-palestine-conflict
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Let us be clear: regardless of the history, I believe that the way forward and the only way 
to achieve a lasting peace is to recognise a Palestinian state alongside an Israeli one. 
That was not possible in 1947 but, for me and many others, it is the only viable option 
open to us now. Let us be clear also that the time is now. The time is not tomorrow or 
some point in the future; it is now. … 
From the time when Britain administered Palestine after the first world war until it 
abandoned it in 1948, our involvement in Palestine has been quite shameful … Our 
actions have loomed large over the history of Palestine; it is time for our actions to loom 
large over the future of Palestine. …  
When the motion was scheduled for debate, I received support from many different 
quarters, alongside a petition from citizens of Israel, which stated: “We the undersigned, 
Citizens of Israel who wish it to be a safe and thriving country, are worried by the 
continued political stalemate and by the occupation and settlements activities which lead 
to further confrontations with the Palestinians and torpedo the chances for a 
compromise. 
It is clear that the prospects for Israel’s security and existence depend on the existence 
of a Palestinian state side by side with Israel. Israel should recognize the state of 
Palestine and Palestine should recognize the state of Israel, based on the June 4 1967 
borders.” …  

 

17.10  Neil Findlay: … Illegal occupation, aggressive actions by the Israeli army and the 
expansion of settlements—which now host about 650,000 people—are all major barriers 
to creating any movement for a just peace. If we are going to see progress, it will—as in 
all disputes—take two sides to make a deal. I fear that that will not happen, given the 
aggressiveness and complete unwillingness of the current Israeli Government to accept 
or recognise all that is going on: ethnic cleansing; the holding of child prisoners and of 
prisoners without trial; torture; the demolition of homes, hospitals and power stations; and 
land grabs. 
If there is no recognition or admission of those war crimes and gross human rights 
violations, there is unlikely to be any progress. The blockade of Gaza and further attacks 
on innocent men, women and children have only increased tensions, conflict and tragedy 
in the region. I have to say that my blood ran cold when Netanyahu was re-elected earlier 
this year. … 

 

17.17  Cameron Buchanan: … my position on the specific issue of recognition of 
Palestine is in line with that of the UK Government—namely, that although the UK 
reserves the right to recognise a Palestinian state bilaterally, and keeps the matter under 
constant consideration, that must happen at a time when it can best help to bring about 
peace. …  
… recognition of a Palestinian state is dependent on certain conditions being met first 
and which I will now enunciate. One of them is that, for its part, Palestine must recognise 
the right of the Jewish state to exist, which at the moment it does not. … 
We recognise the severe suffering of the inhabitants of Gaza.  … We share the concerns 
about Israeli settlement building in the West Bank … 
At the same time, the Palestinians must take steps to address Israel’s significant and 
legitimate security concerns. We should all recognise that Israel has faced an 
unacceptable barrage of rockets from Hamas and other militant groups, which is 
unsustainable. … 

 

17.21  Cara Hilton: … Recognition of Palestine is not, and can never be, a bargaining 
chip or a negotiating tool. It is a fundamental and unconditional human right for the 
Palestinian people. …  
we have seen the illegal settlements expand rapidly, we have seen Palestinians 
subjected to ever-increasing and punitive restrictions on movement, we have seen the 
continued building of the illegal apartheid wall, which is dividing and isolating Palestinian 
land and families, and all the time we are witnessing a large-scale and growing 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. …  
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Recognition of Palestine is only the start of the journey to justice. … The message should 
be that we will not sit by and watch while the Israeli Government breaches international 
law by operating what is, in effect, an apartheid regime that treats Palestinian people—
including Palestinian children—as second-class citizens, that denies them basic human 
rights and that believes that the life of an Israeli child is more precious than the life of a 
Palestinian child. …  

 

17.25  Michael Russell: … The two-state solution was originally proposed in the early 
1970s and there have been many diplomatic efforts to implement it, including the 1991 
Madrid conference, the 1993 Oslo accords, the failed 2000 Camp David summit, the 
Taba negotiations in early 2001, the Arab League proposals in 2002 and, of course, the 
2013-14 peace talks. 
At the outset of those peace talks, Ban Ki-moon, the UN secretary general, said: “Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders must move beyond words”. 
However, two years later, the movement beyond words has been a movement only to kill 
innocent civilians. … The solution is very simple, as all those who have been involved in 
the debate over many years know—it is to ensure not only that Israel has a right to exist 
but that Palestine has a right to exist. If it is recognised that both states have a right to 
exist, the work is to ensure that that solution is implemented. …  

 

17.29  Jim Hume: … Apartheid is inhumane, but we see it still today. When Sandra 
White and I were last in the middle east, it had recently been announced that there would 
be Israeli-only bus routes with no Palestinians allowed. On our route back to the airport, 
we negotiated for about half an hour with an armed Israeli official who admitted that the 
reason why he questioned us so much was that our taxi driver happened to hold a 
Palestinian passport. Such treatment is the norm in the occupied territories. … 

 

17.34  Patricia Ferguson: … The Church of Scotland’s position is stated clearly in the 
message that all members have received from the Rev Sally Foster-Fulton, which says: 
“We reaffirm the ... position of the Church of Scotland that Israel is a country” and “We 
reaffirm the historic commitment of the Church of Scotland to a State of Palestine with 
the same rights and responsibilities”. …  

 

17.42  Claudia Beamish: … in 2012 John Finnie and I joined a fact-finding mission to 
Gaza … just after the Israeli-named operation pillar of defence. … Many of the 
bombings—then and in more recent attacks, with difficulties faced by the people there—
were gratuitous. I have never forgotten the bombing of the goals and the spectator 
facilities at the Al Yarmouk community football stadium, which was lauded by the Israeli 
pilot in callous humour on the radio on his return to Israel. … 

 

17.47  John Mason: … If we look at just Israel and Palestine, we see that Israel is bigger 
and stronger, but when we look at the other players in the region we see that several of 
them are much bigger and stronger than Israel, so both Israel and Palestine may feel 
nervous about some of their neighbours. Palestine has about 4 million people and Israel 
some 8 million. However, Egypt has 82 million and Iran 77 million, so let us not forget 
which are the really big countries in the region. Palestine has very little to spend on 
defence, whereas Israel spends $18 billion or thereabouts on its defence budget. 
However, let us remember that Saudi Arabia spends $59 billion on defence, which is 
much more than what Israel spends. 
… The international human rights rank indicator puts Israel at 71st in the world, Palestine 
107th, Iran 166th and Saudi Arabia 205th. Israel’s rank of 71st is not great, but it is 
certainly not the worst in the region. I would have more time for those who demand 
sanctions against Israel or want its leaders charged with war crimes if those people were 
consistently critical of Saudi Arabia, where there is little democracy to speak of and 
human rights are largely ignored. … 
Last week, I attended a Yom Hashoah event in Giffnock. The evening was very powerful 
and moving. … It is clear that the Jews feel somewhat vulnerable these days, as criticism 
of Israel very readily spills over into anti-Semitism in Glasgow. … 
There is a Jewish cemetery that backs on to my garden. Some time ago, its wall had anti- 
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Jewish slogans painted on it. Let us not think that Scotland is immune to anti-Semitism. 
I am not saying that we should never criticise Israel for fear of anti-Semitism when that 
state carries out wrong actions, but I am asking for two things: let us be consistent in our 
treatment of Israel and other states, and let us redouble our efforts to be peacemakers 
and a trusted friend to both sides. 

 

17.54  The Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Europe and External Affairs (Fiona 
Hyslop): … Peace depends on there being two secure, stable and prosperous states of 
Israel and Palestine, living side by side. To that end, the Scottish Government has firmly 
and consistently encouraged “Israel and Palestine to reach a sustainable, negotiated 
settlement under international law, which has as its foundation mutual recognition and 
the determination to co-exist peacefully.” …  
Self-determination is a right, not a privilege to be earned. It is unjust to hold out statehood 
as a reward for participation in negotiations. Recognising the state of Palestine would 
send a signal … that we support them in their endeavour to build peaceful, prosperous 
lives for themselves in their own land. That would also make clear the expectations of an 
independent state that is part of the community of nations. The people of Palestine 
should not allow their territories to be abused by those who seek the destruction of Israel. 
…  To support the Palestinian people’s aspirations is not to be an enemy of Israel. …  
In the past, the Scottish Government has spoken to UK ministers to urge them formally to 
recognise the Palestinian state. … It is time, now, to recognise the state of Palestine. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9906&i=90718#S
cotParlOR  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Westminster Elections 
D McIlveen … If we look at the Israeli Parliament, for example, there is a very strong 
Israeli Arab representation, and it would be easy for those people to throw their hands in 
the air and say that they do not agree with the state and what it is doing, so they will 
absent themselves. However, what they say is that they can make a difference in the 
Parliament and can have the voices of their people heard. They back up their words with 
actions in the way that they do so. … 
There are no column numbers, but Mr McIlveen was the second speaker in the debate 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/04/20&docID=2
31158#1114766  
 
 

STUC Annual Congress – Motion agreed 

106. PALESTINE / ISRAEL  
That this Congress recognises that last summer’s military assault on Gaza was a further 
attempt to totally destroy the infrastructure of the area and has had a devastating impact 
on the Palestinian civilian population, which has been denied the necessary material to 
rebuild after the onslaught of two years previously. “Congress notes that, despite 
abundant evidence of Israel’s unlawful and excessive use of force in UN resolutions and 
condemning reports by international human rights organisations, the British Government 
continues its collaboration with Israel’s military industry. “Congress calls for a 
comprehensive two way arms embargo on Israel until it ends its violations of international 
law and Palestinian human rights.” Mover: Midlothian TUC 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Congress%202015/STUC_Agenda_2015.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9906&i=90718#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9906&i=90718#ScotParlOR
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/04/20&docID=231158#1114766
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/04/20&docID=231158#1114766
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Congress%202015/STUC_Agenda_2015.pdf


 5 

 

United Nations Security Council 

At Security Council, UN chief urges return to two-State negotiations for Israel and 
Palestine 
… “Over the years, we have seen determined efforts to achieve a comprehensive, 
negotiated peace based on a two-State solution,” the Secretary-General said this 
morning as he briefed a Security Council on the situation in the Middle East … 
“Instead of peace, however, there have been decades of missed opportunities and 
failures that have come at an enormous cost.” 
The Council meeting comes on the heels of Israel’s most recent election and the 
impending formation of a new Israeli Government but also a flare-up in tensions between 
the Government in Tel Aviv and the Palestinian Authority. 
For over four months, the Israeli Government withheld over $470 million in Palestinian tax 
revenues, undermining the stability of Palestinian institutions and their ability to pay 
public sector salaries and provide needed services. … 
The UN chief also urged the incoming Israeli Government to reaffirm Israel’s commitment 
to the two-state solution and to take credible steps to foster an environment conducive to 
a return to meaningful negotiations. … 
“Gaza is facing a crushing financial crisis,” he continued. “Public sector employees 
remain unpaid. The impact of the conflict and of extreme poverty on Palestinians in Gaza 
has been severe.” … 
… the Secretary-General described a situation of simmering tensions in the West Bank 
amid continuing clashes between Israeli security forces and Palestinians and the 
destruction of Palestinian-owned structures. Such realities feed the frustration and 
tension in a vicious cycle that undermines the path to peace … 
“The international community must do more to promote a return to negotiations that will 
end nearly half a century of occupation and allow two States, Israel and Palestine, to live 
side by side in security in peace,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50642#.VTeeMq2qqko  
 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Governments must do more to address anti-Semitic hate crime, say participants at 
OSCE/ODIHR workshop 
More than 30 representatives of civil society, Jewish communities and international 
organizations from across the OSCE region discussed prevention efforts and responses 
to anti-Semitic hate crime at a workshop organized by the OSCE Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights … in Vienna. 
… participants explored the impacts of anti-Semitic attacks on Jewish communities in the 
wake of recent attacks in Paris and Copenhagen, to identify features of anti-Semitic hate 
crime and areas for closer collaboration between Jewish communities and governments 
in preventing, and responding to anti-Semitic hate crime. 
"We want to build on civil society’s wealth of expertise and critical first-hand information 
about this issue. By doing so, we can learn more about addressing anti-Semitic hate 
crime and strengthen states' capacities to prevent it," said Cristina M. Finch, Head of 
ODIHR's Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department. … 
Robin Sclafani, Director of CEJI-A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe, said:  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8560
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11868.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50642#.VTeeMq2qqko
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"Governments and civil society need to work together on preventing the escalation of 
anti-Semitism and hatred of all kinds. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/152036  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
** Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
** Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 

TOP 
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