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Holocaust 

European Union 

Local EU Statement on Yom HaShoah 
The EU Delegation to the State of Israel, together with all Embassies of EU Member 
States in Israel, joins people in Israel commemorating today the victims of the Shoah and 
the heroes of resistance. We mourn the deaths of six million Jews and millions of other 
victims. Innocent men, women and children were murdered by the Nazis and their 
accomplices, simply for being Jewish. Honouring their memory means for us to stand 
strong against anti-Semitism, prejudice and racial discrimination in all their forms and 
wherever they occur. This is true today more than ever. Seventy years after the Shoah, 
we still encounter anti-Semitism in Europe. There are Jewish communities in Europe that 
again feel insecure and we have been sadly reminded that violent anti-Semitism, 
intolerance and fanaticism remain a threat. As a Union built on the values of human 
dignity and human rights after the tragedies of two world wars and the Shoah, we will not 
allow the return of the demons of anti-Semitism, racism and intolerance. Never forget. 
Never again. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20150415-local-eu-statement-
on-yom-hashoah_en.pdf  
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12941 Cara Hilton: Action Needed to Deliver on Gaza Reconstruction 
Promises—That the Parliament notes with concern the international report, Charting a 
New Course: Overcoming the stalemate in Gaza, which highlights that six months on 
from the conflict in Gaza, when donors pledged $3.5 billion toward Gaza’s recovery, 
many people are worse off and not one of the 19,000 destroyed homes has been rebuilt; 
understands that 100,000 men, women and children are still homeless and that many are 
living in makeshift camps or schools; supports the calls made by 46 agencies, including 
Medical Aid for Palestinians, Action Aid, Save the Children, Oxfam and Christian Aid, for 
an urgent change in the international communities’ approach to  Gaza to allow the people  
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there to rebuild their lives; believes that this must include an end to the blockade on 
Gaza, which has reduced Gaza to dependency on aid, with 80% of the population 
receiving international assistance and 63% of young people being unemployed; supports 
calls for an end to the ongoing violations of international law that undermine peace in the 
region and the immediate resumption of long-term ceasefire negotiations to end the cycle 
of violence and build a lasting peace in Gaza and security for both Israelis and 
Palestinians, and urges both the Scottish and UK governments to support international 
calls for action to deliver on Gaza reconstruction promises. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12941&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 
United Nations 

UN envoy on Middle East peace welcomes release of Palestinian tax revenues 
The United Nations official charged with coordinating the Middle East peace process has 
welcomed the announcement that an agreement has been reached on the release of 
Palestinian tax revenues by Israeli authorities – a move in line with the Paris Protocol. 
“Withholding these revenues for over four months has undermined the stability of the 
Palestinian institutions and the ability of Prime Minister Hamdallah's government to pay 
public sector salaries and provide needed services,” said Nickolay Mladenov, UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process … 
According to a recent Security Council briefing by Mr. Mladenov's predecessor, Robert 
Serry, as of 26 March the amount of withheld revenues added up to over $400 million 
dollars, deepening the Palestinian Authority's financial crisis. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50621#.VTPXNq2qqko  

 
UN envoy on Middle East peace meets Palestinian Prime Minister, discusses Gaza 
The United Nations official charged with coordinating the Middle East peace process said 
today that he is pleased by commitment made by the Palestinian Government to assume 
its rightful responsibilities in the Gaza Strip. 
“I am encouraged by my meeting with Palestinian Prime Minister Hamdallah and the 
commitment of his Government to assume its rightful responsibilities in Gaza, including 
on the control of the crossings as well as civil service reform and integration,” said 
Nickolay Mladenov, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50590#.VTPYXa2qqko  

 
Israel’s use of administrative detention against Palestinians draws concern of UN 
rights office 
The United Nations Human Rights Office … expressed concern by the continued and 
increasing use of administrative detention by Israeli authorities against Palestinians, who 
are being held without charge or trial, often on the basis of secret evidence, for periods of 
up to six months. 
Briefing reporters in Geneva, OHCHR spokesperson Ravina Shamdasani said that 
detainees were also often transferred to prisons inside Israel in violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. … 
According to the press release, the Israeli practice of administrative detention has been 
condemned on numerous occasions by the UN Human Rights Office and the Human 
Rights Committee that oversees implementation of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, which Israel has ratified. 
However, as of February  this  year,  there  are  reportedly  424  Palestinians  held  under  
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administrative detention orders – more than double the 181 held at the same time last 
year … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50546#.VTPYpa2qqko   
 
 

International Criminal Court 

ICC welcomes Palestine as a new State Party 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) held a ceremony on 1 April 2015  … to welcome 
the State of Palestine as the 123rd State Party to the Rome Statute, the ICC's founding 
treaty. … 
Vice-President Kuniko Ozaki stated: "Accession to a treaty is, of course, just the first 
step. As the Rome Statute today enters into force for the State of Palestine, Palestine 
acquires all the rights as well as responsibilities that come with being a State Party to the 
Statute. These are substantive commitments, which cannot be taken lightly."  
The President of the Assembly of States Parties, H.E. Sidiki Kaba, declared that "such 
highly symbolic commitment confirms, once again, that people all over the world 
embrace the noble ideals of the ICC, that are ideals of peace and justice for all."  
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Palestine Dr. Riad Al-Malki said: "As Palestine formally 
becomes a State Party to the Rome Statute today, the world is also a step closer to 
ending a long era of impunity and injustice. Indeed, today brings us closer to our shared 
goals of justice and peace." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.icc-
cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/pr1103.aspx  
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Other Relevant Information 

Tel Aviv University Kantor Centre 

Antisemitism Worldwide 2014 
http://kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/sites/default/files/Doch2014%20%28130415%29_0.pdf  
 
 

Pew Research Centre 

The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050 
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2015/03/PF_15.04.02_ProjectionsFullReport.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
** closes in 9 days 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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