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Home Affairs 

Prorogation 

Prorogation: Her Majesty’s Speech 
Prorogation marks the formal end of the parliamentary session. It usually takes the form 
of an announcement, read on behalf of the Queen in the House of Lords, listing important 
Bills passed during the session, and describing other things that the government has 
done during that parliamentary session. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150326-
0002.htm#15032625000608  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religious Buildings: Security 
Greg Mulholland [228687] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
pursuant to the Answer of 16 March 2015 to Question 226670, and with reference to 
paragraph 2.64 of the Budget 2015, what proportion of the additional funding will be for 
increased security funding for synagogues and mosques. 

James Brokenshire: The Government works with the police to ensure the safety 
and security of all communities. Following recent attacks against individuals and 
Jewish community sites in Europe, there have been considerable efforts from the 
police, working with the community, to mitigate threats to Jewish interests in the 
UK.  
On 18 March the Prime Minister announced an additional £10.9 million of funding 
for protective security measures to further ensure the safety and security of the 
Jewish community, including at synagogues, Jewish schools and community 
sites. This was part of £23.9 million provided in the budget for 2015-16 for 
counter-terrorism and protective security measures.  
Ensuring that there is effective security at crowded places and potentially 
vulnerable sites remains a key priority for Government. We provide considerable 
advice and guidance to mosques, madrassahs and other Islamic centres. 
Monitoring of the security situation remains under constant review. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-23/228687/  
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Radicalism 
Andrew Rosindell [228767] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what steps her Department is taking to tackle extremism. 

James Brokenshire: The Government takes extremism seriously and is 
committed to tackling it in all its forms. In 2011 the Home Secretary reformed the 
Prevent strategy to tackle the ideology behind the terrorist threat we face and 
made sure it tackled non-violent extremism as well as violent extremism.  
This Government also set up the Extremism Task Force (ETF) in July 2013 in the 
wake of the murder of Drummer Lee Rigby to consider what more we could do to 
deal with extremism. The ETF has driven forward a number of actions. The Home 
Secretary has excluded more hate preachers than ever before, nearly 90 since 
2010. We have removed 61,000 pieces of terrorist related material since 
December 2013. We have created a new online tool to make it easier for the 
public to report extremist content. We have worked with over 250 mosques, 50 
faith groups and 70 community groups. We have trained over 150,000 frontline 
public sector workers to identify and support those at risk of radicalisation. 
This week the Home Secretary outlined proposals for a new counter-extremism 
strategy to tackle the whole spectrum of extremism. The foundation of the strategy 
would is the proud promotion of British values. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-23/228767/  

 
Higher Education: Israel 

Matthew Offord [228792] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what estimate he has made of the number of higher education institutes that 
participated in Israel Apartheid Week. 

Greg Clark: This information is not held centrally. Higher education institutions 
are independent and autonomous bodies and as part of their legal duties are 
responsible for ensuring that students do not face racism or harassment. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-23/228792/  
 
 

House of Commons Petition 

Security at Jewish faith schools 
The Petition of residents of the Hendon constituency, 
Declares that security at Jewish faith schools is a major concern for families and schools; 
further that extra security had been funded by parents and others before Autumn 2010; 
and further that they welcome the additional funding for security provided by the current 
Government. 
The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the Government to 
continue funding extra security at Jewish faith schools after 2015. 
And the Petitioners remain, etc.—[Presented by Dr Matthew Offord , Official Report, 18 
March 2015; Vol. 594, c. 7P.] [P001463] 
Observations from the Secretary of State for the Home Department: 
A key responsibility for Government is to protect individuals and the communities in which 
they live. The Government take the security of the Jewish community extremely 
seriously, and deplore all forms of hate crime, including when it is fuelled by racial or 
religious hatred. The Government are committed to stamping them out, and ensuring the 
safety and security of all our communities. 
The appalling attacks in Brussels, Paris and Copenhagen have highlighted the particular 
risks faced by the Jewish community. The Government understand that these types of 
incidents are a  cause for  concern to many  people,  and action to tackle hate crime  and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-23/228767/
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extremism is being taken forward through our hate crime action plan and the Prevent 
strategy, 
To address concerns, the police have responded to these incidents by implementing a 
range of protective security measures, including increased patrolling arrangements, and 
providing appropriate advice. 
The Government’s School Security Grant has provided funding for private security 
guarding at Jewish state schools in England since 2010. On 18 March 2015, the Prime 
Minister announced a funding package to supplement existing measures to provide for 
security guarding at Jewish independent schools, synagogues and other community 
buildings, as well as equipment to boost the physical security of sites. 
All Government funding beyond 2015-16 will be subject to a spending review, to be 
carried out after the election by the new Government. In the meantime, these and other 
security arrangements remain under review by Government and the police, and all 
appropriate measures will be put in place to combat any threats and to ensure the safety 
and security of all our communities. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150326/petntext/15032
6p0001.htm#15032631000090  
 
 

Downing Street 

State Opening of Parliament to take place on 27 May 2015 
… The Prime Minister will ask Her Majesty to summon the new Parliament to meet on 
Monday 18 May, when the business will be the election of the Speaker and the swearing-
in of members. The State Opening of Parliament will follow on Wednesday 27 May. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/state-opening-of-parliament-to-take-place-on-27-
may-2015  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Eric Pickles welcomes council prayers law 
The Local Government Secretary has welcomed the passing of a new law to ensure all 
councils have the right to hold prayers at the start of their meetings. 
The Local Government (Religious Observances) Act received Royal Assent from the 
Queen on Thursday (26 March 2015) … 
The Act puts beyond any doubt the fact that all councils, including parishes, can choose 
to hold prayers at the start of the sessions, maintaining the longstanding British tradition. 
… The Act also makes clear that councils can support any religious event or event with a 
religious element - such as commemoration services. 
Communities and Local Government Secretary and Minister for Faith Eric Pickles said: 
The right to worship is a fundamental and hard-fought British liberty, and the fight for 
religious freedom in British history is deeply entwined with the political freedoms we take 
for granted. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eric-pickles-welcomes-council-prayers-law  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Matthew Offord [228558] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what funding his Department makes available for individual Holocaust 
memorial projects. 

Stephen Williams: This Department is firmly committed to sustaining the memory 
of the Holocaust. 
We have funded the annual Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January to 
commemorate the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. This also includes 
funding a programme to raise awareness of the Srebrenica genocide. 
We support the Post Holocaust Issues Envoy to represent the UK in international 
fora on restitution. We have funded the Anne Frank Trust to educate 35,000 
young people and equip them to challenge prejudice and hatred. 
We have also funded the Wiener Library to help UK citizens trace relatives during 
the Nazi persecution and contributed to the on going restoration and preservation 
of Auschwitz Birkenau. 
On 27 January the Prime Minister announced the formation of the UK Holocaust 
Memorial Foundation which will oversee the establishment of the new National 
Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre. We will initially act as sponsor to this 
permanent body. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228558/ 
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

British Holocaust heroes honoured as projects launched to ‘never forget’ 
… Communities Secretary Eric Pickles presented British Heroes of the Holocaust Medals 
to the families of William Ernest Fisher, Edwin Alan Hambling and Bill Keeble, 3 British 
heroes of the Holocaust who risked their lives to save a young Jewish girl in Nazi-
occupied Poland. 
The 3 men were part of a group of ten British prisoners of war who saved Lithuanian-born 
Sara Rigler, a 15-year old who had escaped from a death March outside Danzig, Poland 
by smuggling her into the Gross Golmkau camp and hiding her in a hayloft. Had Sara 
been discovered, all 10 prisoners would have been executed. … 
Eric Pickles said: In the midst of the darkest days of human history, William Fisher, Edwin 
Hambling and Bill Keeble and their fellow prisoners of war, were shining beacons of 
hope. 
At a great risk to themselves they showcased the very best of British values – tolerance, 
respect and compassion – to save the life of a stranger. … 
Later at the event, Eric Pickles launched a range of initiatives to ensure that the 
Holocaust is never forgotten. These include: 

 the 3D scanning of Bergen-Belsen to help British people understand the size and 
scale of the death camp 

 the production of 100-150 ultra-HD filmed survivor testimonies to ensure powerful 
speakers stories are enshrined in history 

 the creation of a new interactive survivors testimony film for the National Holocaust 
Centre in Newark to create a life-like conversation between learners and survivors 

Also launched was an international project enabling Holocaust survivors to complete a 
Torah scroll saved from the Nazis. … 
Karen Pollock MBE, Chief Executive of the  Holocaust Educational Trust, said: … We are  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228558/
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also particularly proud that our initiative to honour British Heroes of the Holocaust has 
meant government recognition for the courageous acts of so many, and is today being 
presented to the families of the final three individuals who saved a young Jewish girl’s life 
in the final days of the Holocaust. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-holocaust-heroes-honoured-as-projects-
launched-to-never-forget  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Katy Clark [228599] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
with reference to the oral evidence taken by the Committees on Arms Export Controls on 
1 December 2014, HC 608, when the report of the review of extant exporting licensing 
and the licensing of new applications for Israel will be published. 

Matthew Hancock: This review has not yet been concluded. The outcomes of the 
review will be announced publically in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-20/228599/  
 

Foreign Relations: Israel 
Jim Shannon [228927] To ask the Prime Minister, what discussions he has had with his 
Israeli counterpart since the recent elections in that country on relations between the UK 
and Israel. 

David Cameron: I spoke with Prime Minister Netanyahu on 23 March 2015. A 
record is available on the gov.uk website here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-23-
march-2015 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-24/228927/  
 
See the “Home Affairs” section above for a House of Commons written answer 
about the number of higher education institutes that participated in Israel 
Apartheid Week. 
 
 

United Nations 

Losing sight of Middle East peace akin to ‘pouring more oil’ on region’s flames – 
UN special envoy 
As Israeli and Palestinian parties do not appear ready to recommence talks, the 
international community must consider presenting a viable framework for negotiations, 
the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process said today 
during his final briefing to the Security Council, noting that “this may be the only way to 
preserve the goal of the two-State solution.”  
“Upon leaving this position, I cannot but express an overriding feeling that I have been 
part of a peace process in which a can is kicked down an endless road,” said Robert 
Serry … 
In any peace agreement Israeli peace concerns will need to be seriously addressed.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-holocaust-heroes-honoured-as-projects-launched-to-never-forget
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-holocaust-heroes-honoured-as-projects-launched-to-never-forget
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-23-march-2015
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-24/228927/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-24/228927/
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Conversely, achieving a two-State solution and ending the occupation would go a long 
way towards improving regional security and strengthening moderate forces in the 
region.  
While congratulating Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on winning the 17 March 
election, Mr. Serry expressed concern by many of the “hardline statements” put forward 
in the final days of campaigning, in particular remarks by the Prime Minister raising 
serious doubts about Israel’s commitment to the two-state solution. … 
Mr. Serry also expressed concern over last month’s decision by the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) to suspend all forms of security coordination given Israel’s 
systematic and ongoing noncompliance with its obligations under signed agreements. He 
warned that “this move may have far-reaching consequences,” and along with the 
Palestinian accession to the International Criminal Court effective 1 April, it is yet another 
powerful sign of Palestinian determination not to return to the status quo. … 
“I frankly do not know if it is already too late. The minimum conditions of trust cannot be 
restored without the new Israeli government taking credible steps to freeze settlement 
activity,” Mr. Serry said.  He called for the prioritization of Gaza meaning “we must fix 
Gaza – or at least stabilize it – so that we do not reconstruct it for a third time only to see 
it destroyed again and so that it does not halt peace efforts which aim to reach the long 
desired two-state vision.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50433#.VRVkDEZ4hpk  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150326/debtext/150326-
0004.htm#15032630000010  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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