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Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Poland 
Baroness Deech [HL5574] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Poland on behalf of British citizens with claims 
concerning restitution of property seized during (1) the Nazi, and (2) the Communist, 
eras. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government attaches great importance to 
supporting the families affected by the Holocaust – including in respect of property 
restitution and implementation of international declarations. The Government has 
raised issues relating to Polish law in the area of property restitution with the 
Polish authorities on a number of occasions including at Ministerial level, by the 
UK’s Special Envoy on Post-Holocaust issues, Sir Andrew Burns, and by our 
Embassy in Warsaw. The issue of property restitution was last raised with the 
Polish government in November 2014 during a visit to Poland by the noble Lord 
Ahmad. We share the hopes of international partners that the government in 
Poland will revive legislation as soon as possible, and we will continue to 
encourage them to do so. 
We welcome the legislation passed in Poland in March 2014 that is intended to 
make the longstanding Polish benefit for war veterans and victims of oppression 
more accessible to eligible veterans and victims living abroad, including Holocaust 
survivors. Poland’s legal system already allows for claims relating to property 
seized during the Communist era to be pursued in their civil court. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5574/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [228338] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
with reference  to the  demolition by  Israeli  authorities in  October 2014 of a  latrine unit,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5574/
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constructed using funding from her Department, in Khashem ad Daraj in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, whether compensation has been requested from the Israeli 
authorities. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK has not asked the Government of Israel for 
compensation for the demolition of this project. We continue to raise concerns 
about demolitions with the Government of Israel at the highest levels. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228338/ 
 

Palestinians 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Andrew Smith [228343] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
with reference to the demolition by Israeli authorities in October 2014 of a latrine unit, 
constructed using funding from her Department, in Khashem ad Daraj in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, what estimate she has made of the cost of replacing that unit. 
Andrew Smith [228345] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
with reference to the demolition by Israeli authorities in October 2014 of a latrine unit, 
constructed using funding from her Department, in Khashem ad Daraj in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, what the cost of that construction project was. 

Desmond Swayne: The original cost of the two latrines, constructed between 
2004 and 2006 and demolished in October 2014, was 3,300 New Israeli Shekels 
each, which is equivalent to approximately £550. The project was implemented by 
the non-governmental organisation Environmental Resource Management (ERM) 
with DFID funding between 2004-2006. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228345/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228343/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [228344] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
with reference to the demolition by Israeli authorities in October 2014 of a latrine unit, 
constructed using funding from her Department, in Khashem ad Daraj in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, what discussions she has had with her Israeli counterparts on the 
reasons for that demolition. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK raises concerns about demolitions and displacement 
with the Government of Israel on a regular basis and at the highest levels. 
Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, are harmful to 
the peace process, and in all but most limited circumstances are contrary to 
international humanitarian law. The UK also works closely with the UN Office of 
the United Nations Special Coordinator which raised concerns about this and 
many other recent demolitions in a letter to the Israeli authorities in November 
2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228344/ 
 

Israel 
Gareth Thomas [228397] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions Ministers in his Department have had with their Israeli 
counterparts since the Israeli elections on 17 March 2015; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: None of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers have 
had any discussions with their Israeli counterparts since the Israeli elections on 17 
March.  We looked  forward to  maintaining  excellent relations with the new Israeli  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228338/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228338/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228345/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228345/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228343/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228343/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228344/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228344/
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government, when formed. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-19/228397/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5769] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning its recent demolition of a European 
Union-funded shelter for displaced people on Mount Scopus, in north-east Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, but have been monitoring developments and are concerned. 
The Jerusalem municipality has said it demolished the structure because it was 
constructed on land which had been designated for a national park. We had 
previously lobbied against the land being redesignated in this manner. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5769/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5770] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have has made to the government of Israel concerning deaths and injuries in Gaza since 
August 2014 from explosive remnants of war (ERW); and what plans the international 
community has to deal with ERW. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the UN Mine Action Service’s 
reporting that since the ceasefire on 26 August 2014, 46 people have been 
reported injured and 10 killed as a consequence of explosive remnants of war 
(ERW). The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) is a crucial service provider to the Gazan population. More than 1,000 
UNRWA teachers across the Gaza Strip have been trained to educate students 
about the dangers of ERW. While we have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities, it is important to note that UK support is helping UNRWA to conduct 
its work on ERW. The UK is the third biggest donor to UNRWA’s General Fund, 
contributing £107 million between 2011 and 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5770/ 
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5771] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning the Palestinian children killed by live 
ammunition in 2014; and how many of the soldiers responsible have been charged. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly raise the issue of excessive use of 
force with the Israeli government and security figures. Our Ambassador in Tel 
Aviv raised his concern over the high number of Palestinian civilian fatalities, 
including of children, with the Israeli Attorney General (AG) on 19 January. He 
said the UK wanted to see rigorous investigations into these incidents. Israeli 
authorities have told us that self-defence and a more challenging security 
environment were part of the explanation for the increase in fatalities. A number of 
investigations are pending. We are aware of one case - the Betunia case in which 
two Palestinian teenagers were shot on 15 May – in which the AG’s investigation 
had led to the prosecution of those responsible. We continue to monitor 
developments in this and other cases. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5771/  
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 4 

 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL5772] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the Israeli Peace Initiative; and what action, if any, they will take to 
promote it. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the Israeli Peace Initiative and 
support the idea of a greater role for regional players in a renewed peace process. 
We welcome the important role civil society has in generating ideas for resolving 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5772/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5773] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of Israel's nuclear submarine capability. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: In accordance with longstanding convention 
followed by successive governments, we are not in a position to comment on the 
detail of intelligence matters. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5773/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5774] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what encouragement they 
will give to Israel to become a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have consistently called on Israel to join the 
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty as a non-nuclear state and to agree a full scope 
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. Our objective is to achieve a Middle East free from Weapons of Mass 
Destruction, but realistically this will only be possible when political solutions have 
been found to the tensions in the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-16/HL5774/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL5802] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the refusal to allow delegations of British 
parliamentarians to enter Gaza from Israel since 2009; whether similar requests for entry 
via Egypt were refused in 2014; and what representations they have made for access in 
such situations. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We do not hold the details of delegations of 
British parliamentarians that have been refused permission to enter Gaza from 
Israel since 2009. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) advises against 
all travel to Gaza. We therefore do not make representations on behalf of 
parliamentarians wishing to do so. 
Our Embassy in Cairo forwarded a request to the Egyptian authorities for a British 
aid convoy to access Gaza via the Rafah crossing in 2014, after Egypt changed 
its policy to only considering applications requested by embassy note verbale. 
The convoy included one or two parliamentarians. The FCO made clear to the 
organisers that the visit was at their own risk. The Egyptian authorities agreed 
access for a reduced version of the convoy, but this was shortly before the Rafah 
crossing was closed indefinitely in October. We understand the convoy did not 
therefore gain access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-17/HL5802/  
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Middle East 
Lord Turnberg [HL5848] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 13 March (HL5374), what steps they are 
taking to alert Gazan citizens of the need to vacate the area where Hamas are rebuilding 
tunnels close to the border with Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have no plans to alert Gazan citizens of the 
need to vacate areas where Hamas are rebuilding tunnels. It would be the role of 
the de facto government in Gaza or the Government of Israel to give a warning if 
the civilian population were under threat from any military action. International 
Humanitarian Law requires warring parties to give ‘effective advance warning’ of 
attacks that may affect civilian populations. 
We stress the importance of protecting the civilian population in accordance with 
international law with the Government of Israel and we have asked all those with 
influence to stress the same point to Hamas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-18/HL5848/  
 
 

European Commission 

ENP Country Progress Report 2014 – Israel 
…  The political and security situation in 2014, with its armed conflicts and hostilities, was 
a challenge for the Middle East. Israel launched Operation Protective Edge in July 2014, 
following indiscriminate rocket fire from the Gaza Strip. The renewed hostilities in Gaza 
resulted in 72 deaths on the Israeli side (6 civilians) and over 2 100 on the Palestinian 
side (of whom 70% were civilian according to the United Nations). … 
The implementation of common values, particularly the respect for human rights in the 
occupied territories and in relation to minorities, continued to pose a challenge. 
The State of Israel is based on the values of democracy, respect for human rights and 
the rule of law, where fundamental rights are enshrined in ‘basic laws’ and it has a 
functioning market economy. This, however, needs to be seen in the unique context of 
the occupation of Palestinian territories. … 
The EU recognises that Israel has the right to defend itself. The devastating effect of the 
hostilities in Gaza in 2014 on the civilian population underlined the significant challenges 
attached to Israel's responsibilities in the occupied territories. 
On the basis of the Country Progress Report, several actions are recommended to Israel 
for the year to come, amongst others:  

 making every effort to ensure an early resumption of the Middle East Peace 
Process; 

 ensuring respect for the principles of international law and human rights in the 
occupied territories; 

 ensuring respect of international law and human rights in the treatment of irregular 
migrants and asylum-seekers; 

 continuing and increasing its efforts to ensure the equality of all Israeli citizens; 

 ratifying the protocol on the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their 
parts, components and ammunition to the 2003 UN Convention on Transnational 
Organised Crime. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-4685_en.htm?locale=en  
 
ENP Country Progress Report 2014 – Palestine* 
… 2014 has been a very difficult year for Palestine, particularly as a result of the suffering 
and destruction caused by the summer conflict in Gaza and increased tensions across 
the West Bank including in East Jerusalem. In addition, the breakdown in negotiations in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-18/HL5848/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-18/HL5848/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-4685_en.htm?locale=en
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early 2014 meant there was no progress in the Middle East Peace Process during the 
year.  
The restrictions imposed by the Israeli occupation continued to hamper economic 
development severely, to undermine the financial sustainability of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) as well as to limit its ability to carry out its responsibilities even in areas 
within its control. These factors, together with the conflict in Gaza meant that the already 
decelerating Palestinian economy entered into recession in the course of the year. The 
limited progress in intra-Palestinian reconciliation prevented the PA from exerting its 
authority in Gaza, notwithstanding the needs on the ground.  
Palestinian civil society in the West Bank still enjoys a relatively positive environment but 
there has been a shrinking of democratic space with complaints of violations of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. The socio-economic vulnerability of women across 
Palestine continues to be a matter of concern.  
Although the PA has observed a de facto moratorium on the death penalty, in Gaza, 
executions were carried out by the de facto authorities as well as summary executions of 
"suspected collaborators"; these are particularly worrying developments. … 
On the basis of the Country Progress Report, several actions are recommended to the 
Palestinian Authority for the year to come, amongst others:  

 abolishing the death penalty while fully abiding by the de facto moratorium on the 
death penalty;  

 pursuing positive steps in view of an early resumption of the Middle East Peace 
Process;  

 advancing intra-Palestinian reconciliation in line with the principles set out by 
President Abbas on 4 May 2011, resuming full governmental responsibility in 
Gaza and organizing free and fair presidential and legislative elections across 
Palestine;  

To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-4681_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 consideration, Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9873&i=90419#Sc
otParlOR 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted  
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