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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

A Stronger Britain, Built On Our Values 
Home Secretary’s speech: A New Partnership To Defeat Extremism 
… last October, I announced that the Home Office was for the first time taking 
responsibility within government for developing a completely new counter-extremism 
strategy. This strategy aims to tackle the whole spectrum of extremism, violent and non-
violent, ideological and non-ideological, Islamist and neo-Nazi – hate and fear in all their 
forms. 
The strategy is based on the belief that the response to extremism must come from the 
whole of government and it must be delivered by all agencies. But it also recognises that 
neither government nor civil society can do this alone – we must form a new and real 
partnership between individual people, families, local communities, internet companies, 
government and civil society as a whole to defeat the extremists. … 
The starting point of the new strategy is the emphatic rejection of the misconception that 
in a liberal democracy like Britain, “anything goes”, the belief that living in a society like 
ours means there aren’t really any fundamental rules or norms. Instead, the foundation 
stone of our new strategy is the proud promotion of British values. … 
But in a pluralistic society like ours, there are responsibilities as well as rights. You don’t 
only get the freedom to live how you choose to live. You have to respect other people’s 
rights to do so too. … 
But there is increasing evidence that a small but significant number of people living in 
Britain – almost all of whom are British citizens – reject our values. … 
Recorded hate crime has risen every year since records were first collected in 2008. 
According to the Community Security Trust, the number of anti-Semitic attacks in Britain 
has more than doubled in the last year and, at 1,168, it now stands at the highest on 
record. According to Tell MAMA, a charity that records anti-Muslim attacks in Britain, 
there are hundreds of incidents every year, including arson attacks on mosques and 
threats against worshippers. … 
We have been clear all along that the Government’s counter-extremism strategy must 
seek to defeat extremism in all its forms, but it’s obvious from the evidence that the most 
serious and widespread form of extremism we need to confront is Islamist extremism. … 
We must always take care to distinguish between Islam – a major world religion followed 
peacefully by the overwhelming majority of one billion Muslims worldwide – and Islamist 
extremism.  Islam  is entirely  compatible with  British  values and our national way of life,  
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while Islamist extremism is not … 
… there is no legitimate basis for extremism in Islam or in any major religion. The Qur’an 
says “do not go to extremes in your religion” and “let there be no compulsion in religion.” 
Leviticus tells Jews and Christians to “love your neighbour as yourself.” Sikhs believe 
that “no one is my enemy, no one is a foreigner, with all I am at peace”, while the Hindu 
Shanti Mantra seeks peace for all, saying, “may all beings experience prosperity. May 
none in the world suffer.” … 
… imagine what the country would have been like if our political leaders had taken the 
same defeatist approach to racism. As Britain began to become a more multi-racial, 
multi-cultural and multi-religious country, political leaders took concerted action to 
prevent racial discrimination and make racist attitudes socially unacceptable. Legislation 
was passed prohibiting discriminatory behaviour and punishing racially-aggravated 
crime. Organisations were established to monitor racism and report on progress. Civil 
society campaigns – including action in sport, the arts and media – helped to build social 
norms that conveyed the message that racism is never acceptable. 
We need to take the same kind of approach to extremism … 
The Government’s new Extremism Analysis Unit … will help us to develop a new 
engagement policy – which will set out clearly for the first time with which individuals and 
organisations the government and public sector should engage and should not engage. 
… 
There are some areas where – like in the application of Shari’a law – we know enough to 
know we have a problem, but we do not yet know the full extent of the problem. … We 
will therefore commission an independent figure to complete an investigation into the 
application of Shari’a law in England and Wales. … 
 We will require police forces to record anti-Muslim crimes as well as anti-Semitic crimes.  
… And we will – through the immigration rules – require all foreign religious workers in 
pastoral roles to speak English. … 
We want to go further than ever before in helping people from isolated communities to 
play a full and fruitful part in British life. We plan a step change in the way we help people 
to learn the English language. There will be new incentives and penalties, a sharp 
reduction in funding for translation services, and a significant increase in the funding 
available for English language training. … 
In developing the strategy I have described today, we are saying we want to form a new 
partnership – a partnership consisting of every single person and organisation in our 
country that wants to defeat the extremists. 
Government cannot act alone. Individual people, families and whole communities need 
help and those of you fighting the extremists deserve our support. … 
For too long we have let the extremists define the ‘them and us’ – telling young people 
that they cannot be a good Muslim and a good British citizen. I want this partnership to 
reclaim that debate. We, the ‘us’, will form a new partnership and show ‘them’ that we 
want nothing to do with their hatred, bigotry and ignorance. … 
But to those people who do not want to join this new partnership, to those who choose 
consciously to reject our values and the basic principles of our society, the message is 
equally clear. The game is up. We will no longer tolerate your behaviour. We will expose 
your hateful beliefs for what they are. Where you seek to spread hate, we will disrupt 
you. Where you break the law, we will prosecute you. Where you seek to divide us, we 
will stand united. And together, we will defeat you. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-stronger-britain-built-on-our-values 
 
 

CONTEST The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism: Annual 
Report for 2014 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415711/co
ntest_annual_report_for_2014_print.pdf  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-stronger-britain-built-on-our-values
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415711/contest_annual_report_for_2014_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415711/contest_annual_report_for_2014_print.pdf
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Muslim Council of Britain 

We Need Tough, Evidence-Based Counter-Terrorism Strategies 
Responding to the Home Secretary’s speech today, the Muslim Council of Britain issued 
the following statement: 
“Over the years, Muslims in Britain have spoken out against terrorism with one voice. Not 
only do such acts sully the faith the perpetrators claim to speak for, they also ruin lives 
within Muslim communities. 
We have consistently argued that the best counter-terrorism strategy involves upholding 
our own values of freedom, civil liberties and ensuring that we do not single out any 
specific community. When this government came to power, there was a sense of 
optimism within communities that it would uphold and champion these values. 
However, whilst Mrs. May rightly speaks for values promoting the rule of law, participation 
in and acceptance of democracy, equality, free speech and respect for minorities, it is 
disappointing to see that her proposals seem to be at variance with the very qualities she 
wants us to aspire to. 
The Home Secretary proposes a series of measures that are designed more to address 
the anxieties people have against Muslims and their religious life, rather than the scourge 
of terrorism itself. …  
The institutions of all religions, including the so-called Shari’a courts, Muslim 
supplementary schools and Jewish Beth Din courts, can and should have a positive role 
to play in a plural society. However, if any such institution is seen to be opposed to 
“British values”, then the same litmus test must be applied across the board. … 
The proposals by the Home Secretary also do not seem to include a strategy to address 
the fact that almost 40% of people in the UK would support a policy to reduce the number 
of Muslims in Britain, according to a YouGov poll. It is worrying that nothing is being done 
to address the disturbing attitude of a large number of people who appear to have little 
respect for minorities … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/we-need-tough-evidence-based-counter-terrorism-strategies/  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Spoliation Advisory Panel Review Published 
… Key recommendations for change included: 

 a rolling refreshment of the Panel, bringing in new members but retaining valuable 
expertise; 

 the appointment of a second chair to enable claims to run concurrently; 

 increasing the number of Panel members with expertise in museums issues and 
fine art; 

 the adoption of a ‘house style’ for reports; 

 clarifying the Panel’s Terms of Reference to make it clearer that, where spoliation 
is evident, the behaviour of the institution will generally be irrelevant; 

 better information available on Gov.uk on the spoliation process for those 
intending to submit a claim; and 

 enabling institutions and the Panel’s Secretariat to provide limited information 
about claims before the Panel, whilst protecting the identity of claimants, 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/sep/16/voters-support-anti-immigrant-party
http://www.mcb.org.uk/we-need-tough-evidence-based-counter-terrorism-strategies/
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To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-review-published  
 
Independent Review of the Spoliation Advisory Panel 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415966/SA
P_-_Final_Report.pdf  
 
Government response to the Independent Review of the Spoliation Advisory Panel 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415962/Go
vt_Response_to_SAP_Review.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Chris Williamson [227621] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make representations to the Israeli government to stop 
the demolition of Umm al-Hiran. 
Chris Williamson [227622] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what reports he has received on plans to demolish Umm al-Hiran 
in the Negev. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv continue to follow the 
case of Um Il Hiran closely. The Adalah Legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in 
Israel, who wrote the report ‘Nomads Against their Will’, issued in 2011, have 
briefed us on the legal updates since then. We understand the hardships facing 
the Bedouins of Um il Hiran and continue to study the situation in order to inform 
any future lobbying. 
Officials have also been in contact with several other organisations that work 
within the Bedouin community, such as Itach-Maaki and the Arab-Jewish Center 
for Equality, Empowerment and Cooperation – Negev Institute for Strategies of 
Peace and Development, to evaluate the best sort of support we can offer the 
Bedouin community in the Naqab/Negev. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227621/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227622/  
 

Israel 
Chris Williamson [227623] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether his Department provides support to the civil rights 
organisation Adalah in Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We do not provide financial support to Adalah but we are in 
close contact with them as well as a number of other organisations who are 
closely following the situation of Bedouins in Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227623/  
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-review-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415966/SAP_-_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415966/SAP_-_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415962/Govt_Response_to_SAP_Review.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415962/Govt_Response_to_SAP_Review.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227622/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227623/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227623/
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Israel 
Chris Williamson [227624 ]To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will take steps to encourage the Israeli government to 
provide essential services to unrecognised villages in the Negev. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities and Bedouin 
communities to engage in dialogue to agree a satisfactory solution to this issue. 
The solution must respect the equality of all of Israel’s citizens in a way which 
avoids forced relocations, and be consistent with Israel’s commitments under 
international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227624/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel: Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel about lifting the blockade of Gaza. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): My Lords, we have frequent discussions with the Government of 
Israel about the need to ease restrictions on Gaza. We welcome Israel’s recent 
decisions to double water supply to Gaza and to begin some imports of food for 
the first time since 2007. We call on the Israeli Government to ease restrictions 
further and for Israel, the Palestinian Authority and Egypt to work together to 
ensure a durable solution for Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: I thank the Minister for that reply and the efforts that our Government 
are making, but is she aware of the bleak and dangerous conditions in Gaza at the 
moment, which are spreading to the West Bank and east Jerusalem? Now that Mr 
Netanyahu has shown his true colours and—to quote his own words—we no longer have 
a “partner for peace” to do business with, should we not fulfil our responsibilities to the 
Palestinians, stated in the Balfour Declaration, and call for divestment and sanctions 
against Israel until an agreement is reached on a two-state solution based on the Israeli 
peace initiative, of which I know she is aware? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, there were several strands in there. 
Clearly, it is still a priority for this Government to achieve a two-state solution to 
the issue of Israel. With regard to the words used by Mr Netanyahu, who is at this 
moment seeking to form a Government, on Thursday 19 March he said: “I do not 
want a one-state solution, I want a sustainable, peaceful two-state solution but for 
that circumstances have to change”. 
We have to agree. Partners from the region would be welcome if they become 
involved in constructive peace negotiations, but of course Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements and Israel, 
for example, must stop its settlements expansion policy. 

Lord Davies of Stamford: My Lords, is it not the case that the Hamas regime in Gaza 
could get the blockade lifted any day they wanted by the simple action of renouncing 
violence, recognising the state of Israel and accepting existing agreements, including the 
Oslo accords? Would it not be very much in the interest of everybody, but particularly the 
long-suffering people of Gaza, if they did just that? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Yes, my Lords. 
Lord Alderdice: My Lords, is it not clear that the Prime Minister Mr Netanyahu has now 
received a mandate for his statements that there would be no two-state solution agreed 
on his watch? If Her Majesty’s Government insist on their approach of finding a two-state 
solution, that will require the recognition of a Palestinian state, including Gaza and the 
West Bank, without the agreement of the incoming Israeli Government. 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227624/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-16/227624/
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, as I mentioned earlier, Mr Netanyahu 
is in the process of formin g a Government. He has made it clear that he wants a 
sustainable, peaceful, two-state solution, and there will be great pressure on him 
to achieve exactly that, including from this Government. 

Lord Hughes of Woodside: My Lords, did not Mr Netanyahu say, quite specifically, that 
there would be no two-state solution on his watch? Then there is this change of view, 
where apparently he says that he does, but he does not. Is it not time that the 
Government spoke very firmly to that Prime Minister and say that he must make it 
absolutely clear that nothing less than a two-state solution will do? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I agree entirely with that second 
sentiment. We make it clear to Israel that only a two-state solution will do, and one 
which can be achieved by an agreement between both Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. That is, I agree, the right way forward. 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, what is the Government’s position on the legality or illegality 
of settlements? In light of that position, once the new Government have been formed, 
what will be their position on engaging with those politicians who are themselves 
settlers? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we have made it clear, and our 
position is clear, that they are illegal under international law. They present an 
obstacle to peace, and that remains the same today, as it was before the 
elections. They take us further away from a two-state solution, and we strongly 
urge the Government of Israel to reverse their policy on illegal settlements. That is 
essential for a peace process to go ahead. … 

Baroness Morgan of Ely: My Lords, aid agencies have estimated that at current rates it 
will take 100 years to import enough construction materials to rebuild Gaza. Can the 
Minister comment on whether she thinks an independent monitoring regime will help to 
assuage Israeli concerns and ensure that imported building materials go only on 
rebuilding civilian homes, not on the building of military tunnels by Hamas? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The noble Baroness raises an extremely 
important issue—that the reconstruction of Gaza must be for the benefit of 
civilians, not as a way to provide Hamas with materiel further to launch assaults 
on Israel, which would undermine any move towards peace. At present the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism is a step in the right direction to import materials that 
are urgently needed, and at present there is no evidence that any materials are 
diverted for military means. Some are used for civilian rebuilding means, but 
certainly oversight is crucial, as she said. … 

Baroness Eaton: My Lords, since last summer, Israel has permitted 88,000 tonnes of 
construction material to enter Gaza, enabling 57,000 Gaza residents to rebuild their 
homes. While much more needs to be done, will my noble friend join me in 
acknowledging the important role Israel has played in this humanitarian effort thus far? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, yes, but of course it is even more 
important that those who have committed to providing material to that area for 
rebuilding pay up the money. We have already paid a quarter of the £20 million 
that we committed to last October; my right honourable friend Desmond Swayne 
in another place made clear that the rest, we hope, will be transmitted very soon 
in the new financial year. However, it is up to others to come up to the mark, too, 
to get the aid in. 

Lord Kilclooney: My Lords, now that Israel is losing support not just across Europe but 
in the United States of America, will the Government refer the new circumstances in 
Israel and Palestine to the European Union? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we discuss matters with regard to the 
Middle East process across a range of other interlocutors, including the European 
Union. This is a peace effort in which all can play a constructive part; the 
important thing is to remain patient but utterly determined. 

Lord Dykes: Would my noble friend agree that it is essential for the United States to stop  
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endless vetoes obliging Israel to disobey international law? There have been 35 since 
1968. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, nobody should disobey international 
law. Our position on that is clear, particularly with regard to cases before the 
International Criminal Court. Of course, recently we have had discussions about 
Ukraine’s and Russia’s breaking of international law. It should not be done. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150323-
0001.htm#15032311000466  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5500] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will take 
to support access to Gaza by Scotland’s Minister for External Affairs and other United 
Kingdom Ministers. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: It is a long-standing practice for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) and our overseas posts to facilitate overseas visits 
by Scottish Government Ministers and officials where these align with their 
devolved responsibilities. However, the safety of British nationals is of paramount 
importance and the FCO’s travel advice for British nationals is clear; we advise 
against all travel to Gaza. Decisions on approval for official and ministerial visits to 
Gaza are taken on a case by case basis in light of the security and political 
situation at the time. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5500/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL5576] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Northover on 9 March (HL5115), what assessment they have made 
of reports that Hamas has diverted building materials to reconstruct tunnels adjacent to 
the border between Gaza and Israel. 

Baroness Northover: `DFID is providing £0.5million to the Materials Monitoring 
Unit (MMU) which oversees and monitors the import, storage, supply and use of 
construction materials into Gaza under the auspices of the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism (GRM). This Mechanism is designed to ensure reconstruction 
material reaches those who need it most. 
We continue to engage with the Palestinian Authority, the UN and the Government 
of Israel to ensure the mechanism continues to work as intended and that any 
possible infractions are reported. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5576/  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM call with Prime Minister Netanyahu 
A Downing Street spokesperson said: The Prime Minister spoke to Mr Netanyahu this 
evening. He congratulated him on winning the recent Israeli elections, and looked 
forward to working with the new government when it was formed. 
The PM reiterated that as a firm friend of Israel, the UK continued to believe that a two-
state solution was the best way to achieve a lasting peace and to secure Israel’s long-
term security and prosperity. 
The two Prime Ministers  also discussed  the negotiations on  Iran’s nuclear  programme,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150323-0001.htm#15032311000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150323-0001.htm#15032311000466
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5500/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5500/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5576/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-10/HL5576/
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agreeing that it was essential to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-23-march-
2015  
 
 

Cabinet Office 

Israeli and UK academics to combat global cyber security threats 
Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office with responsibility for cyber security, 
announced 3 UK-Israel academic collaboration ventures that will receive joint cyber 
research funding. 
£1.2 million of joint funding will be used to fund a bilateral cyber research programme 
through the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). 
The successful joint UK and Israeli academic partnerships are: 

 University of Bristol / Bar Ilan University 

 University College London / Bar Ilan University 

 The University of Kent / University of Haifa 
… The projects will see UK and Israeli academics work together on six specific areas of 
research into the growing global cyber threat. These include: 

 identity management 

 governance: regulating cyber security 

 privacy assurance and perceptions 

 mobile and cloud security 

 human aspects of security or usable security 

 cryptography. 
… Welcoming the announcement and the importance of strong international partnership 
and cooperation within the academic sector, Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet 
Office with responsibility for cyber security, said: As part of our long-term economic plan 
this government wants Britain to be one of the safest places to do business and access 
services online. On a recent visit to Israel I saw for myself the strength of cyber and 
digital innovation and how it drives a thriving Israeli digital economy. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/israeli-and-uk-academics-to-combat-global-cyber-
security-threats  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian conflict continues to destroy human life, dignity – UN rights official 
Violations of human rights “fuel and shape the conflict” in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, a senior United Nations official reported to the Human Rights Council today. 
“Human rights violations in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, are both cause and 
consequence of the military occupation and ongoing violence, in a bitter cyclical process 
with wider implications for peace and security in the region,” said Flavia Pansieri, the 
UN’s Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights. … 
The establishment and expansion of settlements in the context of the Israeli occupation 
are at the centre of many of the ongoing human rights violations in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, Ms. Pansieri said, adding that they “fragment the Palestinian 
landscape and limit freedom,” while undermining Palestinians’ right to self-determination, 
which is “at the heart” of the two-State solution. 
Settler violence had not been adequately addressed and it fostered a climate of impunity 
… events in Gaza between 12 June and 26 August 2014 were part of an “alarming” third 
escalation of hostilities in seven years, with Palestinians across the Gaza Strip continuing 
to feel their devastating consequences. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-23-march-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-23-march-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/israeli-and-uk-academics-to-combat-global-cyber-security-threats
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/israeli-and-uk-academics-to-combat-global-cyber-security-threats
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“They also raised serious questions regarding respect by Israel of its obligations under 
international humanitarian law,” she said, citing Israel’s obligations “to distinguish 
between civilians and combatants, and between civilian objects and military objectives; 
its obligation to ensure that attacks are proportionate; and its obligation to maintain the 
principles of distinction and precaution.” 
Palestinian armed groups in Gaza were also involved in “clear violations” of international 
humanitarian and human rights law, she added. … 
“Investigations carried out by Israel are a positive step, but they should not be limited to a 
few selected incidents,” she said, stressing that they should address failures to ensure 
respect for international law at the policy level. “In light of persistent impunity regarding 
past operations, doubts persist about the Israeli authorities’ willingness to ensure 
accountability.” … 
Ms. Pansieri also underlined her concerns about ill-treatment and arbitrary detention by 
Palestinian security agencies but added that Palestine’s accession to several 
international treaties offered an opportunity for Palestinian duty-bearers to address 
human rights concerns. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50407#.VRF915OUcp0  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Strategic Plan Revision 2015/16 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/Statutory/Strat
egic%20Plan%202015-16.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50407#.VRF915OUcp0
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/Statutory/Strategic%20Plan%202015-16.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/Statutory/Strategic%20Plan%202015-16.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted

