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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly 

Funding Guide: Community buildings, places of worship and faith groups 
http://www.assembly.wales/research%20documents/faq15-001%20-
%20communities/faq15-001.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5496] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the reported links between the settler group Elad and the Israeli Antiquities 
Association. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the link between the Elad group 
and the Israel Antiquities Authority. We are concerned that this link has led to 
Israel Antiquities Authority’s support of radical settler activities in and around the 
Old City under the guise of tourism and protection of Jewish history. Such actions 
not only aggravate mounting pressures in East Jerusalem but serve to increase 
tension around the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif and further complicate future 
attempts to negotiate a political resolution on the city. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-09/HL5496/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary congratulates Mr Netanyahu on Israeli election victory 
The Foreign Secretary said: I congratulate the people of Israel on their general election. 
The high turnout is a sign of a vibrant democracy. 
I also  congratulate  Mr Netanyahu  on his victory.  As one of  Israel’s firmest friends,  we  
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look forward to good relations with the new Israeli government, when formed, and to 
working closely together to further a range of common interests including our strong 
partnerships in trade, technology, and science as well as the vitally important task of 
building peace and stability between Israel and the Palestinians and the wider Middle 
East. Making progress towards the two-state solution remains a foreign policy priority for 
the UK. The UK calls on the new Israeli government to demonstrate leadership and 
courage in working with the international community to secure the peace which is so 
strongly in the interests of both Israelis and Palestinians. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-congratulates-mr-netanyahu-on-
israeli-election-victory  
 
 

United Nations 

In call with Netanyahu, Ban urges renewed Israeli commitment to two-State 
solution 
 Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu today to 
congratulate him on his recent electoral victory, and urged him to renew Israel’s 
commitment to the two-State solution. 
The United Nations chief also urged the Prime Minister to release the tax revenue 
currently held by Israel but owed to the Palestinian Authority. 
Earlier this week, UN spokesperson Farhan Haq told reporters that it is incumbent on the 
new Israeli Government, once formed, to create the conditions for a negotiated final 
peace agreement with the active engagement of the international community that will end 
the Israeli occupation and realize the creation of a viable Palestinian State living in peace 
and security alongside Israel.  This, he added, includes the cessation of illegal settlement 
building in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
In his phone call today, Mr. Ban reiterated his view that the two-State solution was the 
only way forward. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50384#.VQ8NqZOUcp1  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA),  
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) 

Values threatened by hate speech must be reinforced 
The most effective way to counter hate speech is to reinforce the values of democracy 
and human rights that it threatens …  
“Hate speech is an extreme form of intolerance and contributes to hate crime. If left 
unaddressed, it can lead to acts of violence and conflict on a wider scale,” ODIHR 
Director Link stressed. …  
“Raising public awareness of the importance of respecting pluralism, as well as of the 
dangers posed by hate speech can often be the most effective means of preventing it,” 
ECRI’s Chair Ahlund said. “In this context, national authorities should support non-
governmental organisations, equality bodies and national human rights institutions 
working against hate speech.” … 
“In the current climate, we need urgently to move away from the culture of impunity we 
see on internet and social media platforms,” said FRA Director Kjaerum. … 
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To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2015/values-threatened-hate-speech-must-be-reinforced  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Learning from historical tragedies is key to strengthen the global fight against 
racism International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
…  Striving for a world free of racism and racial discrimination while remembering 
historical tragedies and inhumane actions, related to racial or ethnic hierarchizing and 
discrimination, which have affected global history and caused untold suffering are 
inseparable parts of the fight against racism that all actors must undertake. We continue 
to be confronted with evidence that we are still some way from realizing the goal of 
universal non-discrimination, inter-ethnic harmony and unbiased justice that so many 
have worked to achieve. 
The complex linkages between past and contemporary forms of racism must indeed be 
considered to prevent racial discrimination, xenophobia, afrophobia and related 
intolerance and banish racism in our societies. In this respect, political will and education 
is key in breaking the silence on past human rights tragedies. … 
We call upon States, and all relevant actors to adopt and implement measures to 
preserve historical memory of past atrocity crimes, to promote an accurate reflection of 
historical facts relating to past atrocities in text books and other educational material; to 
implement awareness-raising initiatives and ensure trainings for teachers on racial 
discrimination; prescribe unbiased schoolbooks that include the positive contribution of 
the victims of racial discrimination, while promoting more tolerance and respect for 
diversity. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
 
 

European Network Against Racism (ENAR) 

International Day Against Racial Discrimination: Recognise past abuses against 
minority groups 
Many crimes against humanity and past abuses have not yet been officially recognised to 
the extent that they should be. … 
Such recognition is crucial to ensure that the lessons of history are learned, that the root 
causes of current manifestations of racism can be understood and addressed, and that 
trust increases between minority and majority groups. … 
ENAR Chair Sarah Isal said: “Racism has been the bedrock of key events in European 
history – in particular the Holocaust, the slave trade and colonialism. Recognition of 
these past abuses is crucial to address the humiliation, discrimination and violence 
millions of people in Europe continue to face today because of their skin colour, ethnicity, 
culture or religion. Instead of proposing an increasing number of national laws aiming at 
disclaiming any responsibility in past abuses, legislators should take steps to overturn the 
tragic impact of these events on their fellow citizens. Peace is the result of 
acknowledging roles and responsibilities during the dark hours of the past, not of denying 
memories and their impact.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/International-Day-Against-Racial  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150318-
0001.htm#15031847000520  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
** Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted  
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