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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly 

Annual Report on Equality 2013–2014 
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10149%20-
%20annual%20report%20on%20equality%202013%E2%80%932014%20-
%20working%20for%20equality%20in%20wales/gen-ld10149-e.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL5408] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 
have fulfilled their pledge of £20 million to kick-start Gaza's economy made at the 
reconstruction conference in Cairo on 12 October 2014; how much of the total amount 
pledged at that conference has been paid; and what action they are taking to encourage 
other donor countries who have not yet done so to fulfil their pledges. 

Baroness Northover: The UK has disbursed £5 million of our £20 million pledge 
and we are working hard to disburse the remaining funds over the course of the 
coming financial year. Gaza’s economy will only recover, however, if 
reconstruction efforts form part of a process of meaningful political change that 
will address the underlying causes of the conflict and transform the situation in 
Gaza. The need for political progress from all parties has never been more 
apparent. In the meantime, we are engaging with the World Bank’s new 
mechanism to track donor pledges committed at the Cairo conference and we are 
urging that all major International donors make good on their pledges. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-03/HL5408/ 
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United Nations Human Rights Council 

Human Rights Council holds general debate on human rights situations requiring 
its attention 
… Ireland remained concerned about … Illegal Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories [that] led to human rights violations against the Palestinian people. 
… 
The United Kingdom was concerned about the humanitarian situation in Gaza … 
France … raised deep concerns about rights situations in  Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories … 
Iceland … The prolonged foreign occupation of the State of Palestine was a violation of 
international law, as were Israel’s continued settlement activities.  The occupation 
violated the most basic human rights of Palestinians, said Iceland, urging Israel to work 
constructively towards ensuring lasting peace based on the two-State solution. … 
Israel said that the Middle East remained the hub of serious human rights violations and 
there were no moderates in the struggle in Iran.  The Human Rights Council must speak 
loud and clear on behalf of the millions in the Middle East who wanted a life in peace and 
freedom from Islamic State and the Islamic Republic.  Hamas and Hezbollah were 
getting ready to commit new violence, and this must not be accepted if peace and good 
governance were the goals. … 
Iran said the atrocities against the Palestinian people could be added to the long list of 
rights violations committed by the Israeli regime over the last six decades. … 
Denmark said … The continued Israeli settlement activity remained deeply concerning 
and the Government should ensure accountability for human rights violations. … 
Khiam Rehabilitation Centre for Victims of Torture spoke on behalf of thousands of 
prisoners in Israel.  Tens of thousands had been tortured.  Israel considered itself above 
the law.  There were also children in prisons suffering from cancer and other serious 
diseases.  Khiam Rehabilitation Centre for Victims of Torture called on Israel to treat 
those prisoners in accordance with the Geneva Conventions and ensure their immediate 
release. … 
United Nations Watch said today was election day in Israel, and demanded whether 
countries that had not had free and fair elections, including members of the Council who 
condemned Israel, such as China, Russian Federation, Cuba, Venezuela, State of 
Palestine or Saudi Arabia, would watch Israel’s democracy in action and learn 
something. … 
Lebanon said … Israel occupied not only Palestine but also the occupied part of Lebanon 
and had committed worst forms of human rights violations there, including torture. …  
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15710&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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