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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religious Hatred 
Kate Green [225817] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department is taking to (a) help to promote awareness of Tell MAMA and (b) 
encourage reporting of anti-Muslim incidents. 

Lynne Featherstone: The Coalition Government is committed to building 
confidence and making it easier for victims of all types of hate crime to come 
forward and report what has happened to them. 
We are working with key voluntary sector organisations to encourage 
greater reporting of all hate crimes, for example through the use of third 
party reporting services such as Tell MAMA. We are also working closely with 
the police to support the development of their True Vision website, which 
allows victims of hate crime to report it electronically.  
We provided start-up funding for the Tell MAMA website in 2011/12, and we 
have also set up the first ever cross-government working group on anti-
Muslim hatred. As part of this group, Home Office officials engage with 
Muslim communities to increase awareness of hate crime against Muslim 
communities and organisations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-02/225817/  
 

Muslim Brotherhood 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Andrew Rosindell [225947] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what recent assessment she has made of the extent of the presence of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the UK. 
Andrew Rosindell [225948] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what assessment she has made of the extent of links between the Muslim Brotherhood 
and people who have been arrested in the UK under anti-terrorism legislation. 

James Brokenshire: Last year, the Prime Minister commissioned a review into 
the philosophy, activities, impact and influence of the Muslim Brotherhood, both in 
the UK and overseas. The review is internal and work is underway to consider the 
resulting policy options. We expect to comment publicly about its conclusions in  
due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-02/225948/  

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Israel and Palestine 
col GC101  Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of 
the current proposals for a two-state solution for Israel and Palestine. … 
Britain, responsible for the Balfour Declaration, still has a moral obligation to play an 
active role in seeking a just settlement. Today we have a State of Israel—though it is not 
yet secure—while Palestinians have been driven out of much of the land of Palestine. 
Many now live as refugees elsewhere in the West Bank, surrounded by Jewish 
settlements, or in the most desperate conditions in Gaza—all this despite a British 
Government mandate as long ago as 1920 to guide Palestine to independence. 
Since then, on the Palestinian side, there have been repeated failures of leadership, 
internal divisions, missed opportunities and appalling acts of terrorism. As to Israel, I 
draw a sharp distinction between the Jewish people and the policy of certain Israeli 
leaders and extreme religious groups. I condemn utterly the re- emergence of anti-
Semitism in Europe and elsewhere. The Holocaust was an unimaginable crime against 
humanity. The Jews deserve and need a secure home in Israel for those who want to live 
there. They have created a remarkable nation in a short time. But I have to say in no 
uncertain terms that Israeli settlements in the West Bank and Jerusalem, which amount 
to more than 500,000 people, have emerged as the gravest impediment to a peaceful 
settlement. …  
… the determination of some Israeli politicians, egged on by extreme religious groups 
intent on the occupation of Judea and Samaria, to go on ignoring this advice can only 
inflame the problem and provide a powerful argument for Islamist recruiters. …  
if we are to remain a serious international player, HMG must give impetus to the peace 
process by recognising a Palestinian state without delay. … 

 

col GC104  Lord Cope of Berkeley: … The faith leaders have a duty to reach out to 
each other and to work to recognise and respect the religious sensibilities of the others. 
That is easier said than done, I fully realise, but that only emphasises its importance. The 
conflict is primarily about land and ethnicity, but faith is a key expression of the 
differences, and all the faith leaders have, after all, a commitment to peace in their own 
way. … 

 

Lord Judd: … Just as it was totally counterproductive of those within Gaza to fire their 
rockets into Israel … one must remember that there had been years of provocation, with 
the ruthless blockade which was systematically destroying the economy and the social 
welfare structure of Gaza. One has to think of the West Bank checkpoints, the daily 
humiliation of the people of the West Bank, farmers separated from their land, and the 
rest. One has to think of the recent proposal by the Cabinet in Israel to make it a Jewish 
state. …  

 

Baroness Deech: … Israel probably does not take the UK or Europe seriously as 
impartial fixers, because of their fixation on Israel while they remain relatively silent on 
terrible situations in, for example, North Korea, Russia and China. Israel sees the rising 
tide of anti-Semitism in Europe and this country, connected with intransigence by 
Palestinians of violence, and that makes Israel more intransigent. …  
The Palestinians have turned down a two-state solution many a time, while we know that 
Israel accepts it. …  They must make the citizens of the new Palestine be existing 
residents and not continue to call them refugees. … If they do not do that, I have to 
believe that their intention is to overrun Israel. They say that, “Palestine should stretch 
from the river to the sea”—a Judenrein state—whereas Israel has 1.8 million Arabs. …  

 

col GC105  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … There has to be a cessation of rockets and 
mortars from Gaza. … There has to be a cessation of tunnels. … 
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col GC106  The Lord Bishop of Southwark:  …  the flourishing of the freedom to 
practise religion is essential to the viability of a two-state solution. This freedom is under 
increasing pressure. … On 17 February, without notice, the Israeli police entered the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, blocked the entry of worshippers and pilgrims, and closed 
the church for four hours. … All West Bank Muslim males aged 16 to 45 are routinely 
banned from praying at the al-Aqsa mosque on security grounds. … 
The Israeli plan to site the separation barrier through land which supports the livelihoods 
of more than 50 Christian families and the two religious communities which run a school 
and a vineyard puts at risk a delicate infrastructure.  
The problem with interference in the practice of religion and the frustration of Palestinian 
Christians’ attempts to serve the whole community is that it actively undermines the 
position of moderate voices in the Holy Land. … 

 

col GC107  Baroness Morris of Bolton: … Last year Laurence Brass, the former 
treasurer of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, spoke out about the miserable 
conditions he witnessed when he visited the West Bank. Following criticism of his 
statements he was supported by former Israeli ambassadors and a former Israeli 
Attorney-General, who praised his willingness to see the grim reality on the ground in the 
West Bank—and to that we must add the appalling situation in Gaza. 
Time is running out and I fear that the resilience and amazing good humour of the 
Palestinian people is at breaking point. … 

 

col GC110  Baroness Ludford: … Israel set no preconditions for the resumption of 
direct talks in 2013. It is broadly assumed that it would give up all but about 3% of the 
West Bank through land swaps. Israel needs recognition and security, and the 
confidence of having a predominantly Jewish, democratic state. … Former UK chief 
negotiator Dennis Ross recently wrote: “It’s fair to ask the Israelis to accept the basic 
elements that make peace possible—1967 lines as well as land swaps and settlement 
building limited to the blocks. But isn’t it time to demand the equivalent from the 
Palestinians on two states for two peoples, and on Israeli security? Isn’t it time to ask the 
Palestinians to respond to proposals and accept resolutions that address Israeli needs 
and not just their own?”. I agree with those remarks. …  

 

col GC111  Baroness Tonge: … When I and other parliamentarians have met Khaled 
Meshaal and other Hamas leaders over the past few years, they have been quite clear in 
their position, which is that while Hamas cannot bring itself to recognise the right of Israel 
to exist, it recognises, however, the existence of Israel within the 1967 borders. It offers 
an indefinite truce—a hudna—with the State of Israel within those borders and demands 
the release of prisoners, including those parliamentarians who were arrested after the 
elections in 2006. They do not mention the right of return for all the refugees spread all 
over the Middle East. … 
They want the opportunity to give these three messages face-to-face to European and 
American negotiators. Will the Minister tell us why this cannot happen? 

 

col GC112  Lord Finkelstein: … For 40 years, Israel has been asked by well meaning 
noble Lords to surrender strategic defence positions to Syria as an act of trust in the 
Assad family. Who would volunteer to have the Assads running the next-door borough 
council or to have Hamas there … or Hezbollah, or ISIS? Noble Lords urging unilateral 
recognition step around this problem by the extraordinary feat of neglecting to mention 
Hamas at all, or pretending that it is something it is not. The failure to grapple with this is 
astonishing. 
There cannot be peace in the Middle East until we can imagine a peaceful, democratic 
Palestinian state, willing to let the Jews live in peace. … We are often told that the Jews 
should learn the lesson of the Holocaust. That is quite right, and one of the key lessons is 
not to trust the security of the Jewish people to compassionate, liberal people who 
cannot recognise murderous extremists when they are staring in our faces and pointing 
guns. …  

 

col GC114 The  Minister  of  State,  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (Baroness  
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Anelay of St Johns): … The UK’s long-standing position on the Middle East peace 
process is well known; we support a negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure 
Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state. Such a vision is based on 
1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared capital, and a just, 
fair and agreed settlement for refugees. We share the deep frustration felt in this Room 
today at the lack of progress towards achieving this vision. …  
Our policy on Hamas remains clear: it must renounce violence, recognise Israel and 
accept previously signed agreements. … 
I am as one with noble Lords who are deeply concerned by Israel’s decision to freeze the 
transfer of tax revenues to the Palestinian Authority. This is contrary to Israel’s 
obligations as an occupying power. We urge Israel to fulfil its legal obligations under the 
1994 Paris protocol, transfer the revenues without delay and refrain from taking any 
further punitive action, including announcing new settlements. …  
We strongly believe that dialogue is the only way to ensure a lasting solution to the 
Middle East peace process. … Ultimately, Israeli and Palestinian leaders must show the 
courage, determination and creative leadership to make the compromises that a deal will 
require. When they show such leadership, we and our partners will be ready to show our 
full support. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150305-
gc0001.htm#15030535000339  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Jeremy Corbyn [225607] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to support cultural exchanges between artists and 
educators in the UK and their counterparts in Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Council maintains a full-time office in Gaza, with a 
staff of three who are involved in supporting UK – Gaza interaction in the fields of 
culture and education. Access restrictions together with our current travel advice 
warning against travel to Gaza, makes this work hard. However, despite these 
difficulties, our ongoing commitment has recently yielded various training events 
for Gazan educators in the West Bank, and Gazan delegates attending the 2014 
British Council regional workshop, on “Cultural Leadership and Innovation”, in 
Beruit. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-26/225607/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5112] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the impact on the situation in Gaza of issues relating to the control of 
Gaza’s off-shore gas; and whether it is United Kingdom foreign policy to back Israeli 
control of that resource. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The exploitation of the Gaza gas fields would be 
hugely beneficial to Gazans. Gaza is currently suffering from acute shortages of 
energy; Gaza needs reliable sources of energy. More widely, exploiting the gas 
would also be hugely beneficial to the Palestinian economy, enabling the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories to meet their energy needs and generating 
revenues for the Palestinian Authority. 
The UK strongly supports the development of the Gazan gas fields.  Over the past  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150305-gc0001.htm#15030535000339
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150305-gc0001.htm#15030535000339
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-26/225607/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-26/225607/
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years, we have had extensive discussions with the Palestinian authorities on the 
development of the gas fields for the benefit of the Palestinian economy. The UK 
is not backing Israeli control of the gas fields. We have, however, been in 
discussions with the Israeli authorities to encourage them to enable the 
exploitation of these fields. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5112/ 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5114] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are 
taking to prevent the Israeli demolition of the Arab village of Hiran in the Negev in order 
to replace it with an Israeli settler village. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv continue to 
follow the cases of Um Il Hiran and Ateer closely. They have been in contact with 
the Adalah Legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in Israel (who wrote the report 
‘Nomads Against their Will’, issued in 2011) and they have briefed us on the legal 
updates since then. We understand the hardships facing the Bedouins of Um il 
Hiran and Ateer and continue to study the situation in order to inform any future 
lobbying. 
Officials have also been in contact with several other organisations that work 
within the Bedouin community, such as Itach-Maaki and the Arab-Jewish Center 
for Equality, Empowerment and Cooperation – Negev Institute for Strategies of 
Peace and Development (AJEEC-NISPED), to evaluate the best sort of support 
we can offer the Bedouin community in the Naqab/Negev. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5114/ 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL5116] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the destruction by Israeli forces of a 
pipeline in the northern Jordan valley built to provide water to Palestinian communities. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations on this 
particular case. However, the UK regularly raises issues of water in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, including stressing the urgent 
need for Israel to take immediate and practical measures to improve the current 
unacceptable situation and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank and 
Gaza. We also regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to the Israeli 
authorities our serious concerns about the actual or threatened demolition of 
Palestinian infrastructure. Demolitions are harmful to the peace process; and are 
contrary to international humanitarian law. The Fourth Geneva Convention is clear 
that the destruction of any real or personal property in Occupied Territory is not 
justified unless it is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5116/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5117] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they and other 
European Union governments plan to discuss Mr Blair’s call for a "radical change of 
approach" from Israel in respect of Gaza; and whether there are plans for a joint 
European Union visit to Gaza at ministerial level. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK and EU are clear that there is an urgent 
need to address the situation in Gaza and for an agreement to address the 
underlying causes of the conflict. This should ensure that Hamas and other 
militant groups permanently end rocket fire and other attacks against Israel; the 
Palestinian   Authority   resumes   control   of   Gaza  and   restores  effective  and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5112/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5112/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5114/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5114/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5116/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5116/
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accountable governance; and that Israel lifts its restrictions in order to ease the 
suffering of ordinary Palestinians and allow the Gazan economy to grow. There 
are currently no plans for a joint EU visit to Gaza at ministerial level, although 
ministers from several EU Member States have visited Gaza recently. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5117/  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL5157] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the listing by the government of Israel of Palestinian houses in East Jerusalem 
for demolition. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem closely monitor demolitions in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 
working with the EU and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs. We regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to the Israeli authorities 
our serious concerns about the actual or threatened demolition of Palestinian 
homes and infrastructure in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Demolitions 
cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace 
process; and are contrary to international humanitarian law. The Fourth Geneva 
Convention is clear that the destruction of any real or personal property in 
Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is rendered absolutely necessary by 
military operations. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction 
through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme which 
helps individuals to challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. We are 
also funding the International Peace and Cooperation Centre (IPCC), an 
independent Palestinian non-profit organisation, to support long-term planning for 
Palestinian communities in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5157/  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton [HL5158] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the disqualification of Hanin Zoabi as a candidate in the forthcoming elections in 
Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 18 February the Israeli High Court of Justice 
overturned the decision to disqualify lawmakers Haneen Zoabi and Baruch Marzel 
from running in the elections. They will now be running on the Joint Arab List. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5158/  
 

Middle East 
Lord Hylton [HL5159] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the reported  

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials in our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
registered our concerns with the Israel Defence Forces about the reported 
wounding of Palestinian photo-journalists. Protection of the freedom of the media 
is an important attribute of human rights. We will continue to raise individual cases 
in which Palestinian journalists have been shot with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5159/  
 

Israel 
Lord Judd [HL5203] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel  and what response they have received  concerning the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5157/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5157/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5158/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5158/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5159/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5159/
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second update by UNICEF issued in February 2015 on its report of March 2013 entitled 
"Children in Military Detention", with reference to the alleged ill-treatment of children 
during arrest, transfer, interrogation and detention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since the publication of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office-funded independent report on Children in Military Custody 
in June 2012, there has been some progress on the issue of children held in 
military detention. This includes a pilot to use summons instead of night-time 
arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a child can be detained before 
seeing a judge. We have welcomed the steps taken to date, but we have called 
for further measures, including the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations, investigation into continued reports of single hand ties being used, 
and an end to solitary confinement for children. We continue to have concerns 
about mistreatment of Palestinian detainees, including during arrest, transfer, 
interrogation and detention and about Israel’s respect of its obligations in this 
regard as an Occupying Power under applicable international law. We have raised 
concerns over treatment of Palestinian detainees with the Israeli authorities on 
many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General and National 
Security Adviser levels. We have not made representations to the Government of 
Israel specifically concerning the second update by the UN International 
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) on its report, “Children in Military 
Detention”. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5203/  
 

Israel 
Lord Judd [HL5204] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the reported use in Israel of solitary confinement for children held in military 
detention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Both the UN International Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have 
told us that there has been a drastic decrease in the use of solitary confinement of 
children over the past year. Israeli officials tell us that solitary confinement does 
not take place, but that children are held in isolation during the time of their 
interrogation to avoid them from collaborating their stories. We are following up on 
this point and have asked for statistics on the use of isolation. We have raised 
concerns over solitary confinement with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, 
including with the Foreign Minister, Attorney General and National Security 
Adviser, and most recently with the Director of Human Rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5204/  
 

Israel 
Lord Judd [HL5205] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the reported methods of transportation used in Israel for children held in military 
detention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since the publication of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office-funded independent report on Children in Military Custody 
in June 2012, there has been some progress on the issue of children held in 
military detention. This includes a pilot to use summons instead of night-time 
arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a child can be detained before 
seeing a judge. We have welcomed the steps taken to date, but we have called 
for further measures, including the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations, investigation into continued reports of single hand ties being used, 
and an end to solitary confinement for children. We continue to have concerns 
about mistreatment of  Palestinian  detainees  on  various  issues but have not yet  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5203/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5203/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5204/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5204/
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addressed methods of transportation. We continue to raise concerns over 
treatment of Palestinian detainees with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, 
including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General and National Security Adviser 
levels. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5205/  
 

Israel 
Lord Judd [HL5206] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of reports by UNICEF that children in military detention in Israel have been made 
to sign untranslated written confessions in Hebrew. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since the publication of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office-funded independent report on Children in Military Custody 
in June 2012, there has been some progress on the issue of children held in 
military detention. This includes a pilot to use summons instead of night-time 
arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a child can be detained before 
seeing a judge. We have welcomed the steps taken to date, but we have called 
for further measures, including the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations, investigation into continued reports of single hand ties being used, 
and an end to solitary confinement for children. We continue to have concerns 
about mistreatment of Palestinian detainees including that children in military 
detention in Israel have been made to sign un-translated written confessions in 
Hebrew, and about Israel’s respect of its obligations in this regard as an 
Occupying Power under applicable international law. Israeli interlocutors at the 
Ministry of Justice have told us that the security orders mandate that all 
documents must be written in both Hebrew and Arabic – including any information 
added by hand. We have raised concerns over treatment of Palestinian detainees 
with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, 
Attorney General and National Security Adviser levels. We will continue to follow 
up on these allegations and raise this issue as a serious concern. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5206/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Eaton [HL5234] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment 
of the impact of the closure of the Rafah crossing by the government of Egypt on the 
reconstruction programme in Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism is now 
working. Over 52,000 people have been able to buy materials to repair their 
homes. Part of the UK pledge at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in October 
2014 is support for the Mechanism and materials entering through Gaza/Israel 
crossings. We are, however, concerned about the closure of the Rafah Crossing 
and the impact that this has on urgent medical and other priority cases in Gaza. 
We have raised this with our contacts with the Egyptian government and asked 
the Egyptian authorities to show flexibility in opening the crossing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5234/  
 

Iran 
Baroness Eaton [HL5236] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment 
of reports about the Supreme Leader of Iran's nine-point plan for the destruction of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We strongly condemn any suggestions from 
Iran’s leaders that Israel should be eliminated. We similarly strongly condemn any 
politically or racially motivated attempts to deny or question the Holocaust, and all 
anti-Semitic language. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5205/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5205/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5206/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5206/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5234/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5234/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-25/HL5236/  
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza: UN humanitarian arm warns that blockade ‘undermining’ living standards 
The living conditions of nearly 2 million Palestinians residing in the Gaza Strip have been 
undermined by the enduring blockade against the enclave, the United Nations 
humanitarian office reported today. 
The longstanding restrictions on the movement of people and goods to and from Gaza 
have led to steadily deteriorating living standards for Gaza’s 1.8 million people since the 
imposition of the Israeli blockade in June 2007. 
“These restrictions have reduced access to livelihoods, essential services and housing, 
disrupted family life, and undermined the people’s hopes for a secure and prosperous 
future,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid said in their latest study 
on trends in movement of people and goods into and out of the territory. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50251#.VPmw74F7j3o  
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid  

Gaza Crossings: Trends in Movement of People and Goods 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/gaza_crossings_trends_in_movement_of_people_an
d_goods.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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