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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Ritual Slaughter 
Frank Field [225405] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, if she will take steps to prevent non-stun slaughter of animals. 

George Eustice: The Government has no plans to ban non-stun religious 
slaughter. The Government would prefer that all animals are stunned before 
slaughter, but it recognises the importance which Jewish and Muslim communities 
attach to the right to slaughter animals for food in accordance with their beliefs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225405/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Judaism 
Baroness Tonge [HL5113] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 10 February (HL4418), whether they intend to 
ask Jewish faith leaders in the United Kingdom to make clear the ideals of Judaism in 
respect of religious extremism. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Her Majesty's Government expects all faiths' 
leaders to robustly challenge extremism in all its forms, wherever they find it. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5113/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4418/  

 
 

Office for National Statistics 

2011 Census: General Report for England and Wales 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/how-our-census-works/how-did-
we-do-in-2011-/2011-census-general-report/2011-census-general-report--full-report.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East 
Roger Williams [225737] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs on the legality of Israeli actions in occupied Palestinian territory; and 
if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Consulate-General in Jerusalem, including our 
Consulate-General, regularly meet with UN OCHA representatives, including the 
Head of OCHA in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), Ramesh 
Rajasingham, to discuss the impact of the occupation in the OPTs (including 
topics ranging from settlements, settler violence, demolitions, blockade on Gaza 
to movement and access restrictions, and others). 
Mr Rajasingham has also briefed many of the visiting Ministers and Members of 
Parliament from the UK on the impact of the occupation, including The Prime 
Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron) in February 
2014, the Minister for Universities and Science, my right hon. Friend the Member 
for Havant (Mr Willetts) in March 2014, myself in October 2014, the Minister for 
the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Horsham (Mr Maude) in November 2014 and the Leader of Her Majesty's Official 
Opposition (Mr Miliband) in April 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-27/225737/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (838) Natural resources of Palestine – That this House acknowledges 
the view of the World Bank that Israel's occupation is preventing Palestine from 
accessing its natural resources, including not only oil and gas but also agricultural land 
and water acquifers; notes the natural gas reserves of Gaza Marine One and Noa South 
of Gaza Marine Two are in Gaza's territorial waters and contain at least $5 billion of gas; 
further notes that BG Group has held a licence since 1999 but Israel's intransigence has 
prevented it from commencing exploration; further notes the already operational Meged 
oil field in Israel is believed to contain reserves of at least 3.5 million barrels and to 
extend into the Occupied West Bank; further notes that Israel has also issued licences 
for oil exploration in the occupied Golan Heights in violation of international law; recalls 
that the Oslo Accords oblige Israel to co-ordinate exploration for natural resources in 
shared territory with the Palestine Authority and share its benefits; and therefore calls on 
the Government, together with its European partners, to press Israel to abide by its 
obligations and cease obstructing legitimate Palestinian endeavours aimed at accessing 
its natural resources. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/838  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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