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Cabinet Office 

Statutory register of consultant lobbyists, draft regulations: Government response 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/407518/15
0224_Government_response_to_Consultation.pdf  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Recognising the role of faith in Britain 
Eric Pickles speaks about the role of faith in Britain and the vision of Coexist House to 
create an inter-faith centre in London. …  
We live in an age of confusion and fear about religion. Violent conflicts are erupting 
around the world, driven by men who claim a monopoly on faith and piety. Many people 
are concluding that religion is the problem. A relic of the past we’d be better off without. 
This view is shortsighted. … 
Our country became a safe haven for persecuted people of all faiths and none. 
 French Protestants during the Wars of Religion 
 European Jews fleeing Tsarist pogroms and Nazism 
 or Bosnian Muslims following the breakup of Yugoslavia. 
All chose Britain. … 
Most people in Britain are proud of the freedoms we enjoy. Far fewer would acknowledge 
that they have grown from the seedbed of faith. 
Rather than trying to understand religious belief, it’s simply wished away as an obstacle 
to progress. This attitude is lazy, but it’s also dangerous, because it leaves the 
fundamentalists unchallenged. Increasing religious understanding and respect is an 
urgent requirement that must not be neglected. … 
A proper understanding of faith is the best way to stand up to bigotry in all its forms. … 
Faith should no longer be treated as a dubious personal hobby that should be hidden 
from view. …  
We all need to recognise that faith groups are a tremendous force for good; serving and 
supporting the downtrodden and marginalised in society, and bringing communities 
together. … 
I am clear that faith is not something you can leave at the door. It’s part of who you are, 
it’s why you get up in the morning, it’s what makes you tick. 
I don’t want to lose  those voices.  I want to  hear proud  Christian  voices,  proud  Muslim  
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voices, proud Jewish voices, proud Hindu voices, and proud voices from all the other 
faiths that make such an amazing contribution to Britain. Without them, Britain would be 
a lesser place. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/recognising-the-role-of-faith-in-britain  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12425 Bob Doris: Cross-party Solidarity with the Jewish Community—That the 
Parliament welcomes the coming together of political leaders, including the leaders of all 
the main parties in Scotland, to sign a joint statement of support for the Jewish 
community, which has also been supported by other leading figures in Scottish public life; 
believes that such public support and reassurance is vital following the horrific anti-
Semitic terrorist attacks on Jewish targets in Europe and the recent rise in anti-Semitic 
incidents recorded by the police in Scotland in the second half of 2014, and contends 
that all elected representatives, including MSPs, should show leadership in their own 
communities by condemning all acts of anti-Semitism and reaching out to a Jewish 
community feeling anxious and vulnerable, echoing the words contained in the statement 
to "join together to express sadness and concern about the recent anti-Semitic terrorist 
murders in Paris and Copenhagen, the rise in anti-Semitism across Europe that has 
been highlighted by several recent reports, and the raising of the security threat level in 
the UK. We celebrate Scotland’s traditionally positive relationship with its Jewish 
population but understand why events elsewhere can undermine their sense of 
security, belonging, and well-being, and come together unreservedly to condemn all 
manifestations of anti-Semitism in Scotland and to assert Scotland’s warm desire that 
Jewish people living in Scotland should feel safe, completely at home, and a key part of 
the multicultural Scottish community”. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12425&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

Welsh Government 

Successful Futures Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment 
Arrangements in Wales 
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf  
 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern 
Ireland: Quarterly Update to 30 September 2014 
http://www.psni.police.uk/quarterly_hate_motivations_bulletin_period_ending_dec14.pdf 
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Gaza 
col 134WH Michael McCann: … boycotts and sanctions … will not solve the problems of  
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Palestine and Israel; rather, they will pour diesel on an already blazing fire, and create 
more resentment and more obstacles to peace. … 
… the people of Gaza did not cause or start the war [Operation Protective Edge], nor did 
the people of Israel. The responsibility for it and for the destruction that followed rests 
squarely with Hamas, and has done so on each of the three occasions in the past six 
years when Hamas has launched indiscriminate rocket attacks against Israeli civilians 
from residential areas of Gaza. … 
Although Arab nations and international donors have pledged the enormous sum of $5.4 
billion for investment in Gaza, not one thin dime has been spent, because Fatah and 
Hamas cannot agree on payments to Hamas’s civil servants and cannot decide who will 
control the Rafah crossing … 
The reality of Hamas’s perpetuating of conflict and laying the groundwork for another 
bloody war must be confronted by everyone. In December, Hamas celebrated its 27th 
anniversary by burning effigies of Jews and parading trucks carrying long-range rockets 
through the streets of Gaza. …  
… instead of turning its efforts to rebuilding Gaza, Hamas has rebuilt its depleted arsenal 
of rockets and mortars. In addition, it is rebuilding its terror tunnels. It is also rebuilding its 
armed forces by recruiting a new so-called popular army of young men aged between 15 
and 21. Last month, 17,000 teenagers spent their mid-term break at Hamas’s military 
camps being drilled on how to launch attacks through tunnels and how to kidnap and 
murder Israeli soldiers. That is Hamas’s education policy—teaching young people to kill. 
President Abbas calls Hamas a “shadow Government” and the renewed tensions 
between Hamas and Fatah since last autumn are ominous. When Hamas’s reconciliation 
agreement with Fatah was under pressure in June last year, it responded by kidnapping 
and murdering three Israeli teenagers, which was a precursor that provoked the war. … 
While the Palestinian Authority and Hamas argue over salaries and who controls what, 
the Israelis have kept Gaza supplied, and while Hamas has concentrated on guns and 
bombs, and with access to Egypt completely closed, Israel has allowed 43,000 residents 
from Gaza to purchase building materials for personal use. It has also allowed students 
to cross the border to study and, contrary to what was said in contributions made in the 1 
December debate, people have been able to travel to the al-Aqsa mosque and visit their 
families in Israel. … 

 

col 138WH  Grahame Morris: … I listened to a Palestinian last night in the room 
adjacent who was denied access to the Gaza strip to visit his dying father, who was 
denied the opportunity to transfer from Gaza to a specialist hospital. Perhaps he died 
because of that. … 

 

Mr McCann: Thank you, Mr Hood. Unlike some people who contribute in these debates, 
I will give a direct answer. I believe that the blockade of Gaza is unsustainable and 
cannot be continued, but if I was part of the Palestinian leadership, the argument that I 
would be taking forward in those debates is: we must ensure that there is demilitarisation 
so that we have security for our own people as well as the other people who live beside 
us in the borders to ensure that we can get reconstruction and development and traffic in 
and out of Gaza to allow people to get treatment. 

 

col 139WH  Mr Ward: If Gaza was demilitarised, could the hon. Gentleman guarantee 
that the Palestinians will be treated as well there as they are in the demilitarised west 
bank and East Jerusalem? 

 

Mr McCann: I think we could hope for even better than that. In terms of a normalisation 
process, we can hope for the rights of Palestinians to be restored completely and for 
them to live in freedom and peace alongside their neighbours, the state of Israel. … I am 
sick and tired of coming to debates in this House where we hear about people dying, 
about the blood, and about the disaster of buildings being destroyed and hospitals being 
destroyed. … I am trying to move forward with a positive proposal for peace. … 

 

col 140WH  Robert Halfon: … there must be no doubt, when discussing Gaza’s 
occupation  today,  that  it  is not an  Israeli occupation,  as it has been  described.  Since  
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2007, the people of Gaza have been oppressed by Hamas who, after literally throwing 
Fatah officials off the roofs of the city, have spent the last eight years subjugating the 
population and forcing civilians to act as human shields when launching indiscriminate 
attacks against the Israeli population. …  
There have been millions of tonnes of aid from Israel into Gaza. A few hundred trucks go 
from Israel into Gaza every week. To talk about an Israeli blockade on aid would be to 
negate the 62,000 tonnes of construction supplies that have entered Gaza since the 
beginning of the plan, and wilfully ignore the crucial role of Hamas in stripping the people 
of Gaza of the resources they need. Let us not forget that it was a Hamas rocket that 
took down the Israeli electrical power plant that gives Gaza electricity. It is worth noting 
that the Palestinian territories receive more humanitarian aid per capita than any other 
country on earth. …  
We will not get a Palestinian state until we decide which Palestinian state it is going to 
be. Is it the one in Gaza, ruled by Hamas, with its terrorist network, its determination to 
throw every Jew into the sea and its continuing desire to fire missiles indiscriminately at 
Israeli territory? Is it the one in the west bank, with the more moderate Palestinian 
Authority? …  
Israel withdrew from Gaza, the biggest settlement of all, and all that happened was 
19,000 missiles were fired indiscriminately on to Israeli territory. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150225/halltext/150225
h0001.htm#15022596000001  
 

col 143WH  Richard Burden: … Collective punishment is illegal under international law, 
and that is what has been happening to Gaza. It has been happening in a very extreme 
form since 2007, but it was going on from 2005; actually it was going on before that, 
before the Israeli withdrawal, as well. …  
My hon. Friend says that it is wrong to count the bodies, and that is true. Often, debates 
just get stuck on that, but when we look at the horror of what is going on in Gaza, some 
figures do bear repeating. The last big military conflict there, Operation Protective Edge, 
left 2,205 Gazans dead; 1,483 were civilians and 521 were children. The reason I say 
that is not just to give the statistics, but to pose the question: what if that happened here? 
In the UK, it would have meant that 76,800 people were killed; 51,456 would have been 
civilians and 18,000 would have been children. One quarter of the population of Gaza is 
still displaced to this day. It would have meant 16 million people in the UK displaced. 

 

Louise Ellman: … is my hon. Friend aware that the work conducted by the Meir Amit 
intelligence and terrorism information centre has shown that 52% of those who died were 
actually terrorists? Forty-eight per cent—a regrettable figure—were civilians, but 52% 
were terrorists. … 

 

col 144 WH  Richard Burden: … How about my hon. Friend joining me and other hon. 
Members here in telling the Israeli Government and the Israeli embassy to let 
parliamentarians into Gaza? … 
I have asked the Israeli embassy, “Why do you not let us in?” Each time, it has said, “We 
are surprised you are not let in.” However, every time we try to get in, the co-operation 
disappears and the walls go up. … 
MPs from this country should be given access to Gaza so that we can see for ourselves 
whether the international organisations that operate there are right or whether my hon. 
Friend is right that this is all some kind of Hamas plot. …  

 

col 145WH  David Ward: … We all know that the Balfour declaration was conditional: it 
was clearly anticipated that conflict could arise, and a future home in Israel was 
conditional on the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities being 
protected. We all know that, and we also know that there has been a clear breach of that 
contract. …  
The international community would allow no other country to treat anybody the way Israel 
treats the Palestinians. Such a country would be ostracised and treated as a pariah state 
…  The truth is that,  until  we  engage  in  an  honest  debate  about  why  Israel is  given  
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special protected status, we will never resolve the conflict. …  
 

col 148WH  Andy Slaughter: … I am not going to stop talking about the body count. 
That is not because I do not regret every Israeli death just as much as every Palestinian 
one; but the fact that 15,049 Palestinian and four Israeli civilians died has significance, 
because of the disproportionality and because of the weapons used by Israel against 
Palestinians, consequent on the blockade. The bombing of schools full of refugees, the 
shelling of hospitals, the contamination of water supplies and the reduction of Gaza, such 
that according to the UN it will not be habitable by 2020, are factors that have not so far 
been mentioned in the debate. …  

 

col 149WH  Louise Ellman: … it is vital to be alert to Hamas’s current activities in 
preparing to launch a new war. It is doing that by reconstructing the terror tunnels; 
rebuilding its arsenal of rockets and mortars and, indeed, trying to beat Israel’s defence 
system, the Iron Dome; and recruiting an army which it describes as having been set up 
for the purpose of “liberating Palestine”. …  

 

col 150WH  Grahame Morris: … We are talking about a day-to-day, grinding occupation. 
The occupying power is Israel, which maintains an illegal and unjust iron grip on the 
territory and its inhabitants. …  

 

col 151WH  Andy McDonald: … Palestinians have been asked to sacrifice almost every 
conceivable right or claim to justice at the altar of negotiation. That has afforded the 
Government of Israel unparalleled impunity for its many crimes against the Palestinian 
people. With each unpunished transgression, those on the Israeli right are encouraged to 
continue to act as they like, however immoral or illegal their actions, safe in the 
knowledge that there will be no adverse consequences. …  
There will never be justice for Palestinians while the occupation continues and their rights 
are denied. Peace and security will be unobtainable for Israel so long as Palestinians live 
with such injustice. …  

 

col 152WH  Fabian Hamilton: … My last visit to Gaza was in March 2009 … the 
delegation witnessed at first hand the destruction caused by Operation Cast Lead, an 
Israeli military operation waged to stop Hamas’s indiscriminate launching of missiles from 
Gaza against Israeli towns and cities. In Israel, we visited towns, including Sderot, that 
had been most greatly affected by the Hamas terror rockets. Those rockets were 
constructed from the metal pipe work that was sent by Israel to reconstruct the sewage 
treatment works in Gaza but was instead cut up into rocket-sized tubes, packed with 
explosives and rocket fuel and sent back across the border to Sderot in order to inflict as 
much civilian damage as possible. In fact, the police station in Sderot had piles of spent 
missiles with Hebrew writing still stamped on the cut-up lengths of metal pipe. …  

 

col 156WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Mr Tobias Ellwood): … We continue to stress to the Israeli 
authorities the damage that their restrictions are doing to ordinary Palestinians in Gaza. 
We are clear that supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel’s long-term 
interests. …  
We firmly believe that ending the cycle of violence in Gaza is in the interests of all parties. 
Last summer, Israelis lived in fear of indiscriminate rocket strikes and terror attacks. That 
is clearly not acceptable and we deplore the terrorist tactics of Hamas. The people of 
Israel have the right to live without constant fear for their security, just as the people of 
Gaza have the right to live safely in peace. We are deeply concerned by reports that 
militant groups within Gaza are re-arming and re-digging tunnels. That will not deliver 
peace to the people of Gaza. …  
… we are lobbying Israel on the transfer of goods from Gaza to the west bank. We want 
an increase in the fisheries zone from six miles to the 20 miles that was in the Oslo 
peace accords. We want further movement of people out of Gaza at some of the 
crossing points that I mentioned. We also want Israel involved in longer-term strategic 
measures such as power, water and exports. … 
We do not want to see another  Operation  Cast  Lead  or  another  Operation  Protective  
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Edge. We do not want to see such conflicts again. Yet, what we are not seeing on our TV 
screens—this has been illustrated today—is the tunnels being built, the salaries not 
being paid and the taxes not being collected. It also seems that settlements are still being 
built. We have seen on previous occasions that those ingredients could be leading us 
into a very dangerous place. We need to recognise that and work together to prevent 
repeating history. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150225/halltext/150225
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Gavin Shuker [224636] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what financial contribution the Government plans to make to the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in (a) 2015-16 and (b) 2016-17. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is currently the third largest donor to the UNRWA 
General Fund providing £106.5 million between 2012-2015. In response to the 
Gaza conflict last summer, the UK also provided an additional £9 million to the 
UNRWA Gaza Flash Appeal. Future funding decisions for contributions to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) will be informed by an assessment of need. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-20/224636/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy for Middle East peace condemns arson attack on West Bank mosque 
…  “I condemn today’s arson attack and desecration of Al-Huda mosque in the village of 
Al-Jaba’a near Bethlehem in the West Bank,” UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process Robert Serry said in a statement.  
The fire was reportedly set to the mosque overnight Tuesday. 
Mr. Serry said he is “concerned by this and all other religiously-motivated attacks and 
provocations by any party, which may further inflame an already volatile environment.” 
“A timely and thorough investigation, as well as bringing the perpetrators to justice, is 
critical,” he added. “Extremists on both sides must not be allowed to turn this conflict into 
a religious one.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50180#.VO9FbVOUcp0  
 
'We must not fail in Gaza' say UN agencies, joining global call to action 
United Nations agencies and offices are expressing alarm over the limited progress in 
rebuilding the lives of those affected by last summer's fighting between Israeli forces and 
Palestinian armed groups in the Gaza Strip. 
A joint statement from some 30 international aid agencies said that six months after a 
ceasefire ended over seven weeks of fighting the Israeli-imposed blockade continues, 
the political process, along with the economy, are paralyzed, and living conditions have 
worsened. 
“Reconstruction and repairs to the tens of thousands of homes, hospitals, and schools 
damaged or destroyed in the fighting has been woefully slow. Sporadic rocket fire from 
Palestinian armed groups has resumed,” the agencies said. “Overall, the lack of progress 
has deepened levels of desperation and frustration among the population, more than two 
thirds of whom are Palestine refugees,” they emphasized. … 
A return to hostilities is inevitable if progress  is not made and  the root causes of  conflict  
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are not addressed, they added, calling on Israel, “as the occupying power,” to comply 
with its obligations under international law and fully lift the blockade, within the framework 
of UN Security Council Resolution 1860 (2009). 
The fragile ceasefire must be reinforced, and the parties must resume negotiations to 
achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian issue. “All parties must 
respect international law and those responsible for violations must be brought to justice. 
Accountability and adherence to international humanitarian law and international human 
rights law are essential pre-requisites for any lasting peace,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50182#.VO9FQVOUcp0  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
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