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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Animal Welfare (Non-stun Slaughter) 
col 1WH  Philip Hollobone: I beg to move, That this House has considered the e-petition 
relating to ending non-stun slaughter to promote animal welfare. …  
Seventy-seven per cent. of the people surveyed agreed that the practice of non-stun 
slaughter should be banned, with no exceptions. However, perhaps we can all agree that 
the debate is not as simple as we might imagine. The same poll also highlighted that 
there is a great deal of confusion about non-stun slaughter. Half of British people—51% 
of the people polled—believe that all halal meat is from animals that are not pre-stunned. 
In fact 80% of halal meat is from animals stunned before slaughter. …  

 

col 2WH  Philip Davies: … there is a dispensation for religious belief, but the Halal Food 
Authority estimates that halal meat makes up about 25% of the meat market. It has been 
estimated that 70% of kosher meat is not consumed by the Jewish community. Many 
people buy that meat without knowing it, and surely we should have proper labelling 
laws, to enable people to make an informed choice. … 

 

Matthew Offord: … labelling is fine; but does my hon. Friend agree that it should extend 
also to other means of causing death to an animal, which could include clubbing, 
electrocution and gassing? … 

 

Mr Hollobone: There is of course a danger that if meat products are labelled in such 
detail, people will be put off buying them altogether. … I understand the concerns of the 
Jewish and Muslim communities that to label meat as stunned or non-stunned is not 
informative enough. I might personally go for a four-bar system stating that the slaughter 
was stun or non-stun and halal or kosher. … 

 

col 3WH  James Paice: … All kosher meat has to be killed by the shechita method, 
which is non-stunned, but not all halal meat is non-stunned. … for 80% of halal meat the 
animal is electrically stunned first and then done in the normal way. Therefore, if he were 
to put halal on a label, he would be inviting people to discriminate on religious grounds as 
opposed to the welfare grounds of stunned or non-stunned. … 

 

Mr Hollobone: … more meat is being slaughtered by non-stun methods in this country 
than is required by the Muslim and Jewish communities, and that is of great concern to 
those members of our society who are neither Muslim nor Jewish. … 
The wording of the e-petition refers to stunning versus non-stunning, but we cannot have 
a complete debate about this subject unless we tackle the  religious  dimension  because  
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that is the elephant in the room. … 
 

col 4WH  Dave Watts: … nothing can justify cruelty to animals … that has little to do with 
religion and more to do with cultural history … it time for everyone to move on and accept 
that we should not be unnecessarily cruel to animals in the food chain? 
 

col 5WH  Philip Davies: … this is not just about animal welfare … many people of 
different religious views, such as Sikhs and Christians, object to the blessing given to 
halal meat. … 

 

Mr Hollobone: … One estimate is that 114 million animals are killed annually in the UK 
using the halal method, 80% of which will have been stunned first, and only 2 million 
animals are killed under the Jewish shechita method. An RSPCA poll showed that only 
two fifths of people surveyed knew that the exemption in the law applied to the shechita 
method of slaughter. Therefore, while there has been much comment ahead of the 
debate from the Jewish community, the number of animals slaughtered according to 
shechita requirements is small. … 
… sadly there are many instances in which animals are mis-stunned and mis-
slaughtered. In my research for the debate, I was horrified to realise that, each year, 
potentially hundreds of thousands of animals are not stunned properly before slaughter, 
yet data on the extent of the problem are practically non-existent. … 
… the number of animals mis-stunned could well be greater than the number of animals 
slaughtered by the shechita method appropriate for the Jewish community. 
col 7WH  In a November 2014 debate in this Chamber that I had the privilege to chair, 
the Minister said that “from the EU perspective, ‘stunned’ has a clear legal definition in 
the legislation, and it is simply that an animal is rendered insensible to pain almost 
immediately.” He also said that it was “a clear definition and the scientific evidence does 
not support the argument that a cut without prior stunning achieves that.”—[Official 
Report, 4 November 2014; Vol. 587, c. 169WH.] 
I understand that that goes directly against the shechita understanding, in that a cut to 
the throat stuns, kills and exsanguinates all in one go, so there is clearly a different view, 
and that circle needs to be squared. The shechita authorities in this country need to 
make a more powerful case to Her Majesty’s Government if they want their view to 
prevail. … 

 

Bob Blackman: … The shechita community clearly believe that it is the most humane 
method of slaughtering animals, and of course, if the animal is damaged in any way, 
shape or form, it would not be kosher meat. 

 

Mr Hollobone: … I have a great deal of respect for the shechita position. The shochetim 
… might be miscategorised as mad axemen running around with knives slaughtering 
animals by cutting their throats. They are not like that. They have to go through a very 
intensive training programme that lasts at least three years. … 
The shechita community can make a good case, but I contend that they are not making it 
strongly enough, and that there is work for them to do to convince the Government of the 
merits of their case. … they need to make their case rather better. … 
Is there really any religious reason that shechita might not include stunning of the cattle 
before their throats are cut?” 
I suggest that elements of the Jewish community do not quite understand where Shechita 
UK and other organisations are coming from. … 

 

col 10WH  Shabana Mahmood: … There will be differing views, and different pieces of 
science that we can quote at one another in support of our respective positions on 
whether non-stun slaughter is or can be described as humane, but one point that is often 
not made in these debates is that for religious minority communities, the non-stun 
slaughter of animals must be done in a way that ensures that the animal does not 
suffer. …  
… for religious people, who are looking for religious slaughter of animals before they 
consume meat, that act itself is an act of faith, because religious people,  who care about  
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these issues, do not take the killing of animals lightly. … for religious communities, the 
right to take the life of an animal is an expression of faith. It is a God-given right that can 
be exercised only in very specific and prescribed circumstances. …  
col 12WH  It is certainly true to say that large numbers of Muslims have accepted the 
stunning of animals before slaughter, and it should be open to them to make that choice. 
… For those of us who wish to make a different choice, however, it is just as important to 
know that our halal meat is non-stunned and to be able to rely on the label to give us true 
and accurate information. … 

 

col 14WH  James Paice: … Mis-stunning is not good enough, but it is a distraction from 
the issue. … 
… The argument put to me by those who support non-stun slaughter is that the animal 
must be able to recover if its throat is not cut. An animal clearly cannot recover from a 
bolt fired from a bolt gun, and therefore it is not permissible. The debate is much more 
balanced on electrical pre-cut stunning. The problem … is that members of the Muslim 
community who would be prepared to entertain electrical stunning as acceptable, other 
than those who already do, want evidence that animals are able to recover. In other 
words, if an animal’s throat is not cut after it has been electrocuted, they want evidence 
that, moments later, it will recover and be perfectly all right and undamaged. The 
problem—this is bureaucracy gone mad—is that supporters cannot provide that evidence 
because it then becomes animal experimentation, which requires a Home Office licence.  
The Home Office will not grant such a licence, so supporters cannot provide the evidence 
that might convince people of the argument. … 
People have written to me saying, “I object to buying meat that has had some Muslim say 
a prayer over it.” I reject that attitude totally; in my view, it is racist, and I will have nothing 
to do with it. I am concerned purely with welfare. 
I want to mention the distinction that was made concerning the Jewish process, which 
renders an animal effectively dead the moment its throat is cut. … if that is the case, I 
cannot see how that community can argue against a post-cut stun. If their view is that the 
animal is dead the moment its throat is cut, what is wrong with a bolt or electrical shock 
seconds afterwards? According to that argument, it is effectively being applied to a dead 
animal. 
The conclusion that I came to when I was the Minister responsible … was that the way 
forward to reduce suffering while recognising the need for proper respect for religious 
rites was to introduce compulsory post-cut stunning. … 

 

col 17WH  Richard Harrington: … Given that it is one of our great beliefs in this country 
that people’s religious traditions and views should be upheld, and that the issue is 
important to religious Muslims and religious Jewish people, I believe that it is the 
Government’s job to stipulate standards of cleanliness and to deal with other more 
modern issues. … religious texts can be interpreted in a modern way, which I am sure 
must include modern versions of safety and cleanliness, but I cannot accept that in 
today’s society, religious traditions held with such belief by people in this country could 
be declared illegal by the Government. …  
… certain things come out of ignorance, and ignorance breeds the sort of anti-Semitism 
and Islamophobic comments that are made; the actual method of slaughter becomes 
almost irrelevant. …  

 

col 21WH  Louise Ellman: … I hope that we can all reject the term “ritual slaughter”, 
which is often used in relation to both Jewish and Muslim methods of slaughter. That is 
an unpleasant, pejorative term with very unpleasant connotations. It is not helpful for 
such a term to be used. …  
What is not permitted under Jewish laws is mechanical stunning. We are not just talking 
about stunning; we are talking about mechanical stunning. Many people believe that 
mechanical stunning is essentially superior to any other kind of stunning as regards the 
alleviation of pain, but there is no scientific unanimity on that point. … Mis-stunning takes 
place on a significant scale. The Food Standards Authority has admitted that its numbers  
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do not constitute a full record, and that it is likely that a greatly reduced number of 
animals have been recorded as having been subjected to mis-stunning. The 2004 report 
from the European Food Safety Authority on the welfare aspects of animal stunning and 
killing methods shows that failure rates for mechanical stunning in cattle may be more 
than 6.6% and could rise to 31% for non-penetrative bolt stunning and electric stunning. 
… Anecdotal reports from DEFRA show a similar picture. … 

 

col 27WH  Matthew Offord: … I oppose stunning on the basis that mis-stuns cause 
animals more pain and distress and that it does not improve animal welfare. I am uneasy 
about the idea of ending non-stun slaughter coming forward so soon after the previous 
debate. I defend … my constituents’ right to eat meat slaughtered in the way that they 
want it to be. Some people have said that these methods of slaughter are alien practices 
that are not part of British culture and not something we do in Britain. That starts to 
produce a divide between some groups and the so-called British public, and I am greatly 
concerned about that. 
On the back of the Copenhagen and Paris attacks, many of my Jewish constituents worry 
that they are not wanted in this country. They, however, are more British than some of 
the people who have signed the e-petition; they, at the end of their synagogue services, 
always play “God Save the Queen” and sing along. We do not see that in other parts of 
society, more’s the pity. Similarly, when I visit my Muslim constituents at the mosque, 
they do not talk about the issues that some of the far right claim that they do; they are 
more concerned about parking outside the mosque on a Friday, so that they can get not 
only to the mosque but back to work afterwards. …  

 

col 29WH  Neil Parish: … In this country, not all shechita systems use slow methods of 
slaughter. In some slaughterhouses, even shechita is a relatively fast system. When two 
or three animals are slaughtered without stunning, only one might land up as in the 
shechita system, because the other two have passed through before the Jewish 
inspectors have time to ensure that the animals are fit. … There is a lot of practice out 
there that we can tighten up on. …  
… if religious communities believe that there can be no stunning of animals, we should 
ensure that as few animals as possible are slaughtered under such a system and that 
that meat should go to the community concerned. … 

 

col 30WH  Diane Abbott: … Both [the Jewish and Muslim] communities are concerned 
about the debate. They are concerned that it has come forward so quickly after we 
debated the issue in November. They are also concerned about what the debate really 
means. They are worried that the issue is not really one of animal welfare. People of all 
faiths and none are concerned about animal welfare. …  

 

col 31WH  Dai Havard (in the Chair): … To give hon. Members a little advice before we 
continue, when we vote it will be on a motion to say that we have considered the petition, 
not that we necessarily agree or disagree with it. … 

 

Mike Freer: … I recognise that the debate has been prompted by 116,000 people 
signing a petition calling for non-stun slaughter to be banned, which I believe was started 
last April. However, 10 days ago, a counter-petition was started, which now has 124,000 
signatures. … 
I believe that the vast majority of people raising this issue are concerned with animal 
welfare, but that for some it is a flag of convenience. For instance, when Animal Aid aired 
the video on 3 February of the appalling behaviour of slaughtermen in a halal abattoir, 
there was quite rightly an outcry, but a week later, when a video was aired showing the 
same behaviour in a mainstream abattoir, there was not a peep. … 
I have also had e-mails in the past saying: “I don’t want my meat touched by a dirty man 
in a beard” or “I don’t want Muslim meat”—whatever Muslim meat is. … Sadly, it shows 
that perhaps ignorance, racism, Islamophobia and anti-Semitism lurk behind some of the 
respectable arguments. 

 

Mike Gapes: … Constituents in Ilford have written to me in exactly those terms this 
week, saying that there is a rising Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. … 
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Mike Freer: … Religious communities feel that they are under threat and that they are 
being made to feel unwelcome. However, I should put the issue in context: some, but not 
all, and certainly not the majority, are using animal welfare as a flag of convenience. … 

 

col 35WH  Huw Irranca-Davies: … The Labour party position is that we would prefer it if 
all animals were stunned before slaughter. … [it] is based on well established scientific 
consensus, which points to evidence that slaughter without pre-stunning causes pain and 
distress. … Labour would prefer that all animals be stunned before slaughter, but we 
support the exemption, which allows for production and consumption of kosher and halal 
meat. … 
… the call for an outright ban on pre-stunned slaughter would have significant 
consequences. It would end the non-stunned slaughter for kosher and halal meat in the 
UK, which would of course impact on religious communities. It would not, to my 
understanding, ban the importation of non-stunned meat from other countries, where we 
have no direct control over methods of slaughter. If done in the UK, at least we can 
effectively regulate and enforce the highest standards of animal welfare for stunned and 
non-stunned slaughter. … banning the production of non-stunned meat will not lead 
automatically to the end of the consumption of non-stunned meat. For many Muslims and 
Jews, there is no alternative to consumption of meat slaughtered in accordance with their 
religious beliefs, or an interpretation of religious beliefs that stipulates that an animal may 
not be stunned. …  

 

col 39WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (George Eustice): … there are special, strict requirements where religious 
slaughter is carried out. However, hon. Members should recognise another important 
point: none of the exemptions we have for religious slaughter exempt any operator from 
their obligations under the Animal Welfare Act 2006. …  
In Germany … abattoirs have to prove the religious needs and the number of animals to 
be slaughtered to satisfy the needs of the religious community concerned before being 
granted a licence. … It is an interesting area and following this debate, given the 
apparent support from hon. Members, I would be willing to look at it. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223
h0001.htm#15022324000001  
 

col 41WH  George Eustice: … in the longer term, we may be able to learn lessons from 
other countries. Some other countries have managed to accommodate or reconcile the 
beliefs of Jewish and Muslim communities while having a slightly different approach from 
us. A number of countries, including Holland and France, do have a requirement for a 
post-cut stun in a particular time scale. It is not easy to get consensus among the 
religious communities for that …  

 

col 44WH  Mr Hollobone: … This issue is not going to go away. No doubt we will be 
back in a few weeks’ time with the hon. Member for Hackney North and Stoke Newington 
(Ms Abbott) representing the 125,000 people who have signed the e-petition in favour of 
religious slaughter. … 
 

Question put and agreed to. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Schools: Inspections 
Gerald Howarth [224059] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what guidance 
she has given to Ofsted on (a) respecting the religious ethos of faith schools and the 
legal framewirk governing them, (b) exemptions for faith schools under the Equality Act 
2010 and (c) the requirements of the law governing assemblies and religious education. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223h0001.htm#15022324000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223h0001.htm#15022324000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150223/halltext/150223h0002.htm
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Edward Timpson: It is for Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools to determine 
what advice or guidance inspectors need to inspect particular matters, drawing on 
relevant guidance that has been issued to schools by the Department for 
Education and on statutory requirements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224059/  
 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Hasmonean Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406168/AD
A2821_Hasmonean_Primary_Barnet_23Feb2015.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Cross-Party Solidarity with the Jewish Community 
Following the horrific antisemitic terrorist attacks on Jewish targets in Europe, the recent 
substantial rise in antisemitic incidents recorded by Police Scotland in the second half of 
last year, and the raising of the national terrorist threat level, all of which have contributed 
to unprecedented levels of anxiety and vulnerability in the Jewish community, the leaders 
of all the political parties in the Scottish Parliament, supported by other leading figures in 
Scottish public life, have taken the rare step of coming together to issue a joint statement 
of support and reassurance for the Jewish Community: 

“As political leaders in Scotland, we join together to express sadness and concern 
about the recent antisemitic terrorist murders in Paris and Copenhagen, the rise in 
antisemitism across Europe that has been highlighted by several recent reports, and the 
raising of the security threat level in the UK.  We celebrate Scotland's traditionally 
positive relationship with its Jewish population but understand why events elsewhere can 
undermine their sense of security, belonging, and well-being, and come together 
unreservedly to condemn all manifestations of antisemitism in Scotland and to assert 
Scotland's warm desire that Jewish people living in Scotland should feel safe, completely 
at home, and a key part of the multicultural Scottish community.” 

… The statement was signed by: 

Nicola Sturgeon MSP, First Minister and Leader of the SNP 

Jim Murphy MP, Leader of Scottish Labour 

Ruth Davidson MSP, Leader of the Scottish Conservative Party 

Willie Rennie MSP, Leader of the Scottish Liberal Democrats 

Partick Harvie MSP, Joint Leader of the Scottish Green Party 

Kezia Dugdale MSP, Leader of the Scottish Parliamentary Labour Group 

and welcomed and supported by: 

Alistair Carmichael MP, Secretary of State for Scotland 

David Mundell MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Scotland 

Margaret Curran MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland 

Angus Robertson MP, Leader of the SNP in the House of Commons 

The Scottish Trades Union Congress 

The Church of Scotland 

The Roman Catholic Bishops Conference of Scotland 

The Muslim Council of Scotland 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15ii_solidarity.html  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224059/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224059/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406168/ADA2821_Hasmonean_Primary_Barnet_23Feb2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406168/ADA2821_Hasmonean_Primary_Barnet_23Feb2015.pdf
http://www.scojec.org/news/2015/15ii_solidarity.html
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Roman Catholic Bishops Conference of Scotland 

Catholic Church endorses Jewish call for end to anti-Semitism 
… Bishop John Keenan, Bishop of Paisley said … Mindful of our unique bond with 
Judaism, recent murderous attacks on Jews across Europe and a growing tide of anti-
Semitic incidents at home are upsetting for Catholics to witness. We deplore such 
intolerance and hatred and commit ourselves to peaceful coexistence and respect. The 
Jewish community in Scotland is small, located mostly within the Diocese of Paisley and 
according to some reports it is shrinking as many Jews decide to seek security and 
safety among larger communities elsewhere in the UK or in Israel. Their departure is 
Scotland’s loss, as a nation we will be culturally and spiritually impoverished without a 
Jewish community and we should do all that we can to affirm and assure Scotland’s 
Jews that they are valued, welcomed and safe. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scmo.org/articles/catholic-church-endorses-jewish-call-for-end-to-anti-
semitism.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Richard Burden [223825] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to ensure that UK-based private security companies 
operating in (a) Israel and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories adhere to the 
International Code of Conduct for private security service providers; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government continues to play a leading role in the 
International Code of Conduct Association, and has a seat on the Association’s 
Board. We encourage all private security companies (PSCs) working in complex 
environments overseas to join the Association, which oversees the Code and can 
monitor that PSCs are adhering to the Code. We are also encouraging all states, 
companies and Non-Governmental Organisations that contract private security 
companies to recognise Association membership and accredited certification to 
relevant standards in their contracting processes. The Government will do 
likewise. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223825/ 
 

Palestinians 
Liam Byrne [223830] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 29 January 2015 to Question 222138, which 
organisations are involved in the process of clearing home-owners' applications to the 
Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism; how many applicants have been rejected during that 
process; and what the involvement of the Israeli government is in assessing the security 
risks associated with each application. 

Tobias Ellwood: The organisations involved in the process of clearing home-
owners' applications to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) are the UN 
agencies doing the damage assessment, the Palestinian Authority Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing and Ministry of Civil Affairs and the Government of 
Israel. 
 

http://www.scmo.org/articles/catholic-church-endorses-jewish-call-for-end-to-anti-semitism.html
http://www.scmo.org/articles/catholic-church-endorses-jewish-call-for-end-to-anti-semitism.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223825/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223825/
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No individuals have been rejected to date, but a number of the assessments 
submitted require review ahead of further processing. These were mostly caused 
by repetition of names of individuals or where the assessments were recorded 
under the names of owners who are deceased for example. The GRM does not 
allow for the disqualification of individuals assessed for shelter repair on grounds 
of political association or geographic location in Gaza. 
The Government of Israel, like all participants in the mechanism, is able to object 
to individuals participating in the GRM. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223830/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223930] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, want his policy is on promoting the demilitarisation of Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: The organisations involved in the process of clearing home-
owners' applications to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) are the UN 
agencies doing the damage assessment, the Palestinian Authority Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing and Ministry of Civil Affairs and the Government of 
Israel. 
No individuals have been rejected to date, but a number of the assessments 
submitted require review ahead of further processing. These were mostly caused 
by repetition of names of individuals or where the assessments were recorded 
under the names of owners who are deceased for example. The GRM does not 
allow for the disqualification of individuals assessed for shelter repair on grounds 
of political association or geographic location in Gaza. 
The Government of Israel, like all participants in the mechanism, is able to object 
to individuals participating in the GRM. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223930/  
 

Middle East 
Ian Austin [223931] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of progress in the demilitarisation of Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not made a formal assessment of demilitarisation of 
Gaza. 
We have been clear that we believe that a durable ceasefire agreement should 
ensure that: Hamas and other militant groups permanently end rocket fire and 
other attacks against Israel and that all terrorist groups in Gaza should disarm. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223931/  

 
Animal Products: Israel 

Jeremy Corbyn [223996] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, whether her Department has agreed arrangements with the Israeli government to 
ensure that all animal products exported from Israel to the UK originate wholly within 
Israel and not from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

George Eustice: This Department has had no discussions with Israel about 
accepting animal products from the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The rules for the importation of animal products are laid down in European Union 
(EU) animal and public health legislation. Imports are only accepted from 
approved third countries. The decision to approve a third country is made at an 
EU level and is based on the animal and public health status of the country 
concerned. 
Israel is approved for a number of different categories of animal product. This  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223830/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-09/223830/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223930/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223931/
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approval is limited to Israel and does not include the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223996/  
 

Exports: Middle East 
John Stanley [224113] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
pursuant to the Answer of 9 February 2015 to Question 222938, regarding the standard 
individual export licence for equipment employing cryptography and software for 
equipment employing cryptography to the value of £7.7 billion approved by his 
Department for export to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, what the 
reasons were for the surrender of that licence by the exporter in August 2014; what role 
was played by his Department in the surrender of that licence; and what the reasons 
were for his Department's approval of that licence in the first quarter of 2013 when it was 
then surrendered unused by the exporter 18 months later. 

Matthew Hancock: Exporters are not obliged to give reasons for surrendering 
licences. This was a purely commercial decision by the company and the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills played no part in the decision to 
surrender the licence. 
As is the case with all applications, this application was assessed against the 
Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria in the usual way, 
taking into account the nature of the goods and the intended end-use. The 
application was for electronic components and circuit boards, which are 
specifically designed for building mobile phone networks for public use. The 
proposed export did not breach any of the Criteria and therefore the licence was 
granted. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224113/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Lord Davies of Stamford [HL4851] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 
assessment of the reconstruction and demilitarisation of Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: We are concerned by reports of rising tensions in Gaza. 
We need to see a durable end to the current cycle of violence which addresses 
the underlying causes of the conflict and achieves a sustainable peace so Israelis 
and Palestinians can live without fear of violence. We stand ready to play our full 
part in supporting such a settlement. In the meantime, we are pleased to see that 
over 49,000 people have now been able to buy materials to repair their homes 
under the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). More needs to be done, but 
this is a step in the right direction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4851/  
 

UNRWA 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL4862] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of the funding available to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East in Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) suspended its  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223996/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/223996/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224113/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-10/224113/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4851/
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cash assistance programme for repairs to damaged homes in Gaza due to a 
shortage of funds last month. The UK has provided £9million to the UNRWA Gaza 
Flash Appeal, and remains the third largest donor to the UNRWA General Fund. 
The UK has also used its influence as a predictable, multi-year donor to UNRWA 
to set incentives for change, including linking funding to reform and results. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4862/  
 

Palestinians 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL4863] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is 
their assessment of the current humanitarian situation in Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: The UK remains deeply concerned by the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza. Over 100,000 people were made homeless by the conflict last 
summer, more than 10,000 of whom are still sheltering in UN Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) operated Collective Centres. 
The UK provided £17million of emergency assistance to support those affected by 
the conflict last summer and is providing a further £20million of early recovery 
assistance. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4863/  
 

UNRWA 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL4864] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
they intend to pledge any funds to assist United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East in Gaza to restart its cash assistance programme in 
Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: In response to the Gaza conflict last summer, the UK has 
already provided £9million to the UNRWA Gaza Flash Appeal which has been 
used to provide rental subsidies and cash assistance. 
The UK also remains the third largest donor to the UNRWA General Fund, 
providing £106.5million between 2012 and 2015. Future funding decisions will be 
based on an assessment of need and the resources available. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4864/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL4871] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of any proposals to prevent burns and other accidents in Gaza caused by 
overcrowding and unsafe heating and lighting. 

Baroness Northover: The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) recently 
undertook an assessment of fire and safety standards in their collective centres, 
where over 10,000 people are still sheltering. Following this assessment, UNRWA 
have taken a series of actions including preventing families from using electricity 
through external cables, launching a safety awareness campaign and providing 
training with civil defence on the standard operating procedures if a fire occurs. 
The UK provided £9million to the UNRWA Gaza Flash Appeal following the 
conflict last summer, and remains the third largest donor to the UNRWA General 
Fund. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4871/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL4877] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning its financing of the World Zionist 
Organization to assign Palestinian land to Jewish settlers. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4863/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4863/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4864/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4864/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4871/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4871/
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not had any discussions 
with the Government of Israel on this specific issue concerning settlements. 
However, the UK’s position on settlements is clear. They are illegal, present an 
obstacle to peace, and take us further away from a two state solution. We have 
repeatedly condemned settlement announcements, and we will continue to call on 
the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement building and to remove illegal 
outposts, as required under international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4877/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL4879] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 2 February (HL 4414), whether in the light of 
recent reports of shell shock among Gazan children they have any plans to ask the 
government of Israel to refrain from mock aerial fighter displays; and what funding or help 
the United Kingdom is providing to treat trauma in young children in Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are investigating these reports and are 
considering raising this issue with the Israeli authorities. We have a regular 
dialogue with the Israelis regarding the conduct of the occupation and frequently 
raise issues of concern. 
The Department for International Development (DfID) has provided £106.5million 
to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) General Fund from 2011-15. UNRWA has integrated psycho-social 
care into their education service delivery, for which we provide core funding. 
DfID also supported some short-term psychosocial care in the aftermath of the 
conflict, between July and October. Through their Rapid Response Fund, they 
gave: 
- £500,000 to CARE (their total caseload including adults and children was 
182,000) 
- £306,000 to International Medical Corps to support 3,000 children 
- And £253,000 to Plan to support 4,844 children 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4879/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4414/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL4880] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following reported the deaths of Bedouin women 
in an accident with Israeli police tractors. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: As the deaths were a result of a road accident, 
we have not raised this incident with the Israeli authorities. An official from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv was in the Negev on the day of the accident, and met several 
leading Bedouin non-governmental organisations. The issue was discussed with 
Bedouin community contacts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4880/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL4881] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the new 
European Union guidelines on settlements were published in their entirety on 1 January; 
and whether there are any plans to make the guidelines obligatory. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns:  Guidelines on the  eligibility of Israeli entities and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4877/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4877/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4880/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4880/
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their activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, 
prizes and financial instruments funded by the EU were published on 19 July 2013 
and came into force on 1 January 2014. At present, there are no plans to make 
these guidelines obligatory. 
In addition, common messages aimed at raising awareness among EU citizens 
and businesses regarding involvement in financial and economic activities in the 
settlements have been published by 21 EU Member States, including the UK. 
These are also voluntary guidelines, and there are no plans to make them 
mandatory. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4881/  
 

Iran 
Lord Grade of Yarmouth [HL4941] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 
assessment of Iran’s financial and material support for Hamas. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain deeply concerned by Iran’s ongoing 
financial and material support for Hamas and other Palestinian rejectionist groups. 
The supply of arms to Hamas contravenes the embargo on Iranian arms exports 
established by UN Security Council Resolution 1747 and undermines prospects 
for peace and stability in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-11/HL4941/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Change of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the State of Israel 
Mr David Quarrey CMG has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the State of 
Israel in succession to Mr Matthew Steven Gould CMG MBE. Mr Quarrey will take up his 
appointment during July 2015. 
Mr Quarrey joined the FCO in 1994 and is currently Director for the Near East and North 
Africa. He has previously worked as a Private Secretary to the Prime Minister and as 
Director for Foreign Policy in the National Security Secretariat. He has served overseas 
at the UK Mission to the United Nations in New York, and in New Delhi and Harare. 
On his appointment as Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the State of Israel, Mr Quarrey said: 
I am delighted to be appointed as British Ambassador to Israel. It is a great privilege to 
have this opportunity to deepen our already thriving economic, science and technology 
ties with Israel, cooperate against shared security threats and work for progress towards 
peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majestys-ambassador-to-the-state-
of-israel 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

ECRI Report on Greece 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Greece/GRC-CbC-V-2015-
001-ENG.pdf 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4881/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-09/HL4881/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-11/HL4941/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-11/HL4941/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majestys-ambassador-to-the-state-of-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majestys-ambassador-to-the-state-of-israel
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Greece/GRC-CbC-V-2015-001-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Greece/GRC-CbC-V-2015-001-ENG.pdf
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ECRI Report on Norway 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Norway/NOR-CbC-V-2015-
002-ENG.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Norway/NOR-CbC-V-2015-002-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Norway/NOR-CbC-V-2015-002-ENG.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-guidance/

