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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Race Relations 
Dan Jarvis [221305] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what steps he is taking to promote tolerance of different minorities. 

Stephen Williams: Our approach to promoting tolerance of different minorities is 
through supporting integration in communities. I refer the hon. Member to the 
Written Ministerial Statement of 18 December 2014, Official Report, Columns 110-
118WS, which details my Department's integration approach, as well as current 
integration projects and activities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221305/ 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/14121
8m0001.htm#14121843000004 (second item) 
 

Organs: Donors 
Charlotte Leslie [222858] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what estimate he has 
made of potential changes to the number of organ donations from a move to an opt-out 
system for organ donations; and what steps his Department is taking to increase the 
number of organ donors. 

Jane Ellison: The Department will monitor the Opt-Out changes in legislation in 
Wales, to be introduced in December 2015, and the impact on donation rates. We 
continue to work closely with the Welsh Government to identify ways we can build 
on the significant increase in organ donations achieved since 2008, giving many 
more people the opportunity of a transplant. 
A new seven year United Kingdom-wide organ donation and transplantation 
strategy was published by NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) on 11 July 2013. 
In respect of increasing consent rates, the strategy encourages people to be 
proud to donate and aims to make the UK system comparable with the best of the 
world. NHSBT continues to support work to increase donation and transplantation 
rates, particularly promoting collaborative working amongst organisations and 
raising awareness of donation in the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222858/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221305/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221305/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222858/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-02/222858/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Baroness Tonge [HL4611] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider that 
the ritual manner of slaughtering animals for kosher and halal meat is in accordance with 
European Union regulations on animal welfare; and if not, what action they are taking. 

Lord De Mauley: Council Regulation (EC) 1099/2009, on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing, permits the slaughter of animals in accordance with 
religious rites. It also contains strict requirements that need to be observed when 
carrying out such slaughter and allows individual Member States to put in place 
additional, national rules that provide greater welfare protection. The UK has 
maintained its long-standing existing national rules on religious slaughter in 
addition to the European regulation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4611/  

 
Radicalism 

Lord Hylton [HL4249] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what evaluation, if any, they 
have made of the Exit counter radicalisation programmes in Norway, Sweden and 
Germany addressing white supremacism and neo-Nazism. 

Lord Bates: We have regular contact with our counterparts across Europe to 
exchange expertise and information, but have not specifically evaluated the Exit 
counter radicalisation programmes in Norway, Sweden and Germany. One of the 
areas where we are keen to learn from other countries is their approach to 
tackling far-right extremism, and how this translates across all types of extremism, 
including the threat from Syria and Iraq. 
The Channel programme, our equivalent programme in the UK, is about 
safeguarding children and adults from being drawn into committing terrorist-
related activity. It is about early intervention to protect and divert people away 
from the risk they face before they break the law. Support often involves 
intervention providers with knowledge to be able to counter extreme ideologies 
and narratives such as Islamist and extreme right-wing. We are making Channel a 
legal requirement for public bodies so that it is delivered more consistently across 
England and Wales. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-19/HL4249/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Can Atrocities Be Prevented? Living in the Shadow of the Holocaust, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein at the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 
I am honoured to be addressing you this morning, here at the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington D.C., only days after we together commemorated the liberation 
of Auschwitz seventy years ago. I start by bearing homage to the survivors and the 
children of survivors in this audience. Your suffering was so great we will never properly 
understand it, nor the way the world abandoned you and your families so shamefully. 
Your courage over the years to convey your experiences to others has inspired all of us 
to work for the good. I speak to you, therefore, most humbly, in a building devoted to your  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4611/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4611/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-19/HL4249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-19/HL4249/
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pain – to the immense pain felt by the victims of the largest organized destruction of 
humanity that was the Holocaust: most especially European Jewry, but also the Roma, 
homosexuals, the disabled, Polish nationalists, the communists and the captured Soviet 
POWs. 
My office is located in Geneva, in a building that once housed the League of Nations. In 
1920, this was the world’s riposte to the catastrophic violence of the First World War – a 
failed riposte of course, a failed dream, whose failure led us to the Holocaust and 
beyond. This morning is therefore filled with symbolism for me, not least because I am 
also the first Arab and Muslim UN Human Rights Chief, and therefore the first such 
official to visit the museum, although I have been here before in my personal capacity. I 
have walked through the red brick walls, and sat mesmerized by the stories – very 
human, touching, deeply sad, stories by those who suffered so greatly. 
I have spent years trying to understand all of this. I have travelled to Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
at the invitation of the Auschwitz Institute for the prevention of genocide (with whom I 
have had a close association) and spent two days feeling sick, physically, at what I saw 
in Auschwitz. Everyone must go there. Everyone must learn. I have also travelled to 
Nuremberg, and have tried to grasp why so many ordinary people could kill so easily, 
feeling no guilt whatsoever later, in courtrooms, when faced with the irrefutable fact that 
their conduct amounted to a colossal crime. Why was there so little, perhaps no 
remorse? Almost all the Nazis convicted of their abominable crimes, even in their dying 
moments, felt that what they had done was excusable. … 
Perhaps some ordinary people killed because at times the fear of pain or punishment 
overwhelmed reality. But mostly I suspect because, in the unique circumstances of that 
moment, they believed it was right – and this is the second, more disturbing variation of 
how we rationalize. They believed the killing, even of children, was entirely justified, even 
if they also knew it was in some sense awful. And once rationalized, the killing became 
mechanical and the victims, the people, become non-people, in the eyes of the killers 
and torturers. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15548&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4608] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the reported imprisonment of Malak 
Khatib. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not 
yet raised the case of Malak al-Khatib with the Israeli authorities, but they plan to 
raise it with the authorities in upcoming meetings. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4608/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4612] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have taken 
legal advice as to whether the blockade of Gaza could constitute a crime against 
humanity. 

Baroness  Anelay  of  St  Johns: In  accordance  with  longstanding  convention  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15548&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15548&LangID=E
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4608/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4608/
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followed by successive Governments we are not in a position to comment on the 
detail of legal advice. However, we are clear that the Israeli restrictions on 
movements of goods and people, including on access to agricultural and fishing 
areas, do tremendous damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary 
people in Gaza. In close co-ordination with our EU partners and the Office of the 
Quartet Representation, we continue to press the Israeli government at ministerial 
and official level to ease access restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4612/  
 

Asylum: Middle East 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL4384] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the reply 
by Baroness Northover on 13 January (HL Deb, col 652) and the Written Answer by Lord 
Bates on 21 January (HL4111) what is the difference between the 3,800 "Syrian 
nationals and their dependents" to whom they say they have given sanctuary and the 90 
people whom they say were relocated to the United Kingdom under the Vulnerable 
Persons Relocation Scheme; what is meant by the phrase "given sanctuary"; how many 
of those given sanctuary were invited to the United Kingdom; how many came under 
their own steam; how many of the 3,800 Syrians have been given asylum or granted re-
settlement; how many arrived in the United Kingdom before the present disturbances; 
and how many refugees in the United Kingdom are from Iraq or other parts of the Middle 
East region. 

Lord Bates: The latest published figures show that between April 2011 and the 
end of September 2014, a total of 3,468 Syrians were granted protection in the 
United Kingdom. This number represents those people who have claimed asylum 
in the United Kingdom, and includes those who have left Syria since the onset of 
the crisis, as well as those already residing in the United Kingdom who are unable 
to return safely. It is not possible to break the data down further to show how 
many people have arrived in the UK since the onset of the crisis, as opposed to 
those who were already residing in the UK. 
The 90 people who were relocated under the Syrian Vulnerable Persons 
Relocation Scheme (VPRS) between March 2014 and end of September 2014 are 
in addition to the number quoted above. Potential beneficiaries of the scheme are 
referred to us from Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt by UNHCR on the 
basis of vulnerability. 
The next set of asylum and VPRS statistics will be published on 26 February. 
The phrase ‘given sanctuary’ is defined as those given protection by the United 
Kingdom. The table below shows the number of people from the Middle East who 
have been granted a form of protection or other leave after claiming asylum in the 
UK. It includes those granted asylum, discretionary leave, humanitarian 
protection, as well as other grants outside these three categories. The data also 
include dependents. 
Q2 2011 – Q3 2014 
Country Grants 
Syria   3,468 
Bahrain   108 
Iran   4,472 
Iraq   421 
Israel   5 
Jordan   3 
Kuwait   111 
Lebanon   27 
Oman   0 
Occupied Palestinian Territories   123 
Qatar   1 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4612/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-02/HL4612/
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Saudi Arabia   35 
UAE   4 
Yemen   72 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-23/HL4384/  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150113-
0001.htm#15011360000284 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-13/HL4111/  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban joins Arab League Secretary-General in urging donors to honour Gaza 
pledges 
Expressing deep concern about the situation in Gaza, the Secretaries-General of the 
United Nations and the League of Arab States made an urgent appeal … asking donors 
to honour and disburse as soon as possible the financial commitments they made at an 
October 2014 conference convened to kick-start reconstruction in the war-torn enclave. 
“This support should also include funding for UN agencies that are carrying out vital 
operations in Gaza, in order to prevent a further deterioration in the already dire 
humanitarian situation,” said the Secretaries-General in a joint statement … 
The statement also noted progress made so far under the temporary Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism, which aims to enable construction and reconstruction work 
at the large scale now required in the Gaza Strip. So far, the Mechanism has enabled 
access to construction material for some 55,000 Gazan homeowners in support of 
shelter repairs. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50019#.VNelRVOUcp0  
 
UN chief appoints new Special Coordinator for Middle East peace 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon … appointed Nickolay Mladenov of Bulgaria as his new 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and Personal Representative to 
the Palestine Liberation Organization and the Palestinian Authority, the UN 
Spokesperson’s office announced today. 
Mr. Mladenov, who is currently head of the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq, will replace 
Robert Serry, of the Netherlands, to whom Mr. Ban is “grateful for his dedicated service 
and excellent leadership of the Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process,” said a note to correspondents. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50013#.VNeliVOUcp0  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-23/HL4384/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-23/HL4384/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150113-0001.htm#15011360000284
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150113-0001.htm#15011360000284
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-13/HL4111/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-13/HL4111/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8383
http://www.unsco.org/Gaza%20Reconstruction%20Mechanism%20Fact%20Sheet%209%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.unsco.org/Gaza%20Reconstruction%20Mechanism%20Fact%20Sheet%209%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50019#.VNelRVOUcp0
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sga1543
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50013#.VNeliVOUcp0
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0093/amend/ml093-I.htm  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 
** Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance   
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/  
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