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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Terrorist Attacks (Paris) 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Theresa May): … It will take some 
time for us to learn the full details of the attacks last week, but the basic facts are now 
clear. Seventeen innocent people were murdered in cold blood, and a number of others 
were injured. Amedy Coulibaly, the terrorist who attacked the Jewish supermarket, 
claimed his actions were carried out in the name of ISIL. Unconfirmed reports suggest 
that Cherif and Said Kouachi—the two brothers who attacked the office of Charlie 
Hebdo—were associated with al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula in Yemen, the same al-
Qaeda affiliate that had been in contact with the men who murdered Fusilier Lee Rigby in 
2013. … 
… the threat level in the United Kingdom—which is set by the independent Joint 
Terrorism Analysis Centre—remains at severe. This means that a terrorist attack in our 
country is highly likely and could occur without warning. Three serious terrorist plots have 
been disrupted in recent months alone. … 
This Government have done more to confront the ideology that lies behind the threat we 
face. I have excluded more foreign hate preachers than any Home Secretary before me; 
we have deported Abu Qatada and extradited Abu Hamza; we have reformed the 
Prevent strategy so that it tackles non-violent extremism as well as violent extremism … 
Last weekend people of all nationalities, faiths and backgrounds came out on to the 
streets of France and other countries to demonstrate their opposition to terror, and to 
stand for democracy and freedom. We must stand in solidarity with them, and do all that 
we can to confront extremism and terrorism in all its forms. … 

 

Yvette Cooper: The attacks last week in Paris demonstrated the savagery with which 
terrorists seek to divide us. The murderous intolerance and the bigotry that they pursue 
aim to spread fear and also to sow division, which they believe exists—us against them. 
Paris has not let the terrorists win and we must not do so either. 
… Faiths have united, abhorring the anti-Semitism and grieving for the victims of the 
attack on the kosher supermarket. Muslims across the world have condemned an attack 
which is not Islamic and is not in the name of their religion, and the brother of the French 
Muslim police officer, Ahmed Merabet, said, “My brother was killed by people who 
pretend to be Muslims. They are terrorists. That’s it.” … 
In the attack, the terrorists targeted other peaceful religions, they targeted writers, and 
they targeted those whose job it is to keep us safe. In other words, they targeted both 
liberty  and  security,  and the response of democratic Governments everywhere to these  
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sorts of attacks must be to defend both. … 
We know that the most important thing to keep us safe in any democracy is making sure 
that we have the cohesive communities that can prevent hatred from spreading. … Is 
[the Home Secretary] working with the Community Security Trust on tackling anti-
Semitism, because we need to tackle all forms of extremism? 
Terrorists try to silence us, to cow us and to divide us. Paris has shown, as millions 
marched and as we stood in solidarity with them, that we will not be silenced, and that we 
will not give into fear and into division as we defend our democracy. Although some were 
targeted in Paris, we know that this is about all of us: “Je suis juif”, “Je suis flic”, “Je suis 
Ahmed” and “Je suis Charlie”. 

 

col 876  Peter Hain: … does the Home Secretary accept that the priority now is to speak 
up against, stand up against and, where necessary, confront Islamophobia, anti-
Semitism, racism and the fascist groups, such as the British National party and its 
derivatives, that spread such poison, as well as the vile prejudices of far too many 
representatives and members of UKIP? 

 

Theresa May: … everybody in this House needs to send a very clear message that we 
stand for freedom, including the freedom of the press, and democracy, and that we 
oppose the vile views that lead to the behaviour and incidents we saw in Paris. … We 
must stand against terrorism and extremism in all their forms. … 

 

Henry Bellingham: Is the Home Secretary aware that when the Prophet Mohammed 
moved from Mecca to Medina all those years ago to establish the first Islamic state, he 
did not set up a sectarian caliphate, such as that demanded by the Paris murderers, but 
rather, under the charter of Medina, he created a multi-faith society, where Jews and 
Christians had the right to worship and were able to proclaim their faiths? 

 

Theresa May: … It is very clear—everybody is very clear—that the attacks were not 
about Islam. The voices of Muslim communities and Muslim leaders in the United 
Kingdom, France and across the world have made it very clear that the attacks were not 
undertaken in their name. We should reiterate that very clear message. …  

 

col 884  Matthew Offord: On Monday, the Leader of the House and I met parents and 
governors at the Mathilda Marks-Kennedy and Beit Shvidler schools in my constituency, 
and during our discussion the attacks in Paris were raised. Will the Home Secretary take 
the opportunity to allay the fears of some of those parents, and indeed many other 
people who were not at the meeting, about the rise in anti-Semitic attacks, and say how 
we can keep those children safe while in school? 

 

Theresa May: This is very important. As I indicated earlier, I have met the CST and other 
Jewish community leaders on a number of occasions. My last meeting with them was 
shortly before the Christmas recess. We are committed to ensuring that the work of the 
trust and others, in keeping Jewish communities safe, is supported. As I also indicated 
earlier, the police talk with the CST and others, and indeed with individual institutions, 
about what protective security can be provided. As I understand it, they have been 
providing extra patrols in certain areas to ensure that greater support is given. I am very 
clear that nobody should feel that they are likely to be subject to the sort of anti-Semitic 
attacks that, sadly, we have seen too many of in the United Kingdom in the past year. It 
is very important that people are able to live in this country, follow their faith and live a life 
free from fear. …  

 

col 885  Jim Shannon: There has been a significant rise in co-ordinated anti-Semitic 
attacks in London, Glasgow, Belfast and Cardiff. Will the Home Secretary indicate what 
steps have been taken to co-ordinate action to stop attacks on Israeli and Jewish people 
and property across the whole of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland? 

 

Theresa May: … I have had a number of meetings and the police have been meeting 
Jewish communities, representative groups and the CST, with the role it plays in 
providing  protective  security  for synagogues,  Jewish schools and so on.  We have also  
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looked at a number of other aspects. I had a meeting recently, involving the Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the chief executive of the College of Policing, to look at the 
advice and guidance available to ensure that the police and the prosecution service 
respond properly when anti-Semitic attacks are undertaken and that, where prosecution 
is possible, it is taken forward. …  

 

col 886  Bob Blackman : Not only is the number of anti-Semitic incidents on the rise, but 
surveys demonstrate a greater public acceptance of anti-Semitic attitudes. What further 
reassurance can my right hon. Friend offer to the Jewish community in particular that we 
will have zero tolerance of anti-Semitism? We need to educate the public that such 
attitudes should not exist in this country. 

 

Theresa May: My hon. Friend is absolutely right. We should be very clear that we will not 
tolerate anti-Semitism. We can deal with this in a number of ways. First, it is important 
that we provide support and advice on protective security for those who may be at threat 
of being subject to anti-Semitic incidents. It is also very important for us to give a clear 
message, as a Government and from this House, that we will not accept anti-Semitic 
incidents. The work led by the Department for Communities and Local Government in the 
taskforce it has brought together on anti-Semitism plays an important role in that. 

 

Robert Halfon: … the Home Secretary will have seen the front page of The 
Independent today, which shows that a huge number of Jewish people have real 
apprehension of living in the United Kingdom. I welcome her words in response to other 
Members, but will she make a statement not just on anti-Semitism but about the positive 
contribution Jewish people bring to this country to ensure that they feel proud of living 
here? 

 

col 887  Theresa May: I share my hon. Friend’s concerns. It should be a matter of deep 
concern to us all in this House when people from the Jewish community, as surveys 
suggest, are feeling that it is less easy to live in the United Kingdom. We have seen over 
the years people leaving other countries in the European Union as a result of anti-Semitic 
incidents. I never thought we would see the day when surveys showed this sort of feeling 
by Jewish people here in the United Kingdom. It is absolutely right not only that we are 
clear in our condemnation of anti-Semitism and that we give the protective security and 
other support I have referred to, but that we send a very clear message that members of 
the Jewish community play an important and significant role in our communities in their 
contributions to our society. We should welcome them here. We should applaud the 
contributions they make. We should ensure that they all feel able to stay living in the 
United Kingdom and make their important contribution to our society.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/15011
4-0001.htm#15011442000003  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Edward Miliband: The whole country, across all faiths and communities, felt a sense of 
solidarity with the people of France following last week’s dreadful attacks. Those who 
seek to terrorise and divide us should be in no doubt: they will fail. This House of 
Commons has sent a clear signal on this issue: we are united. 
Turning to the actions that need to be taken, does the Prime Minister agree with me that 
a key objective of our counter-terrorism efforts must be to prevent young people from 
being drawn into violent extremism in the first place? Does he also agree that the 
programme designed to tackle the problem, Prevent, needs to be expanded so that it 
supports, in particular, community-led action and is given the priority it deserves? 

The Prime Minister: Let me agree with the right hon. Gentleman about how 
important it is to stand together in favour of free speech, freedom of expression, 
the  rule  of  law  and  democracy — the  values  that  we  hold  dear.   I  think  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/150114-0001.htm#15011442000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/150114-0001.htm#15011442000003
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demonstration in Paris and the outpouring we have seen both here and around 
the world against these horrific attacks shows that those values will not be 
defeated.   On what the right hon. Gentleman says about what must be done, we 
have to prepare for any attack that could take place. That means making sure that 
we fund our counter-terrorism policing properly, as we do. It means reaching out 
to potentially vulnerable groups of people—for instance, I met the Jewish 
Leadership Council yesterday. But as the right hon. Gentleman says, it also 
means confronting the poisonous narrative of Islamist extremism. That is what we 
are doing through putting a duty on every public organisation to confront 
extremism wherever they find it, whether that is in universities, schools, on 
campuses, in prisons or elsewhere. That is what the Prevent programme, which 
we are expanding, is all about. 

Edward Miliband: Let me associate myself with what the Prime Minister said, and 
particularly what he said about anti-Semitism and prejudice wherever we find it. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/15011
4-0001.htm#15011440000005  

 

House of Lords Statement and Questions 

Terrorist Attack in Paris 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Bates): … I shall 
repeat a Statement made by my right honourable friend the Home Secretary in another 
place earlier this afternoon. 

 

col 790 Lord Turnberg: … I am sure the noble Lord is aware that the Jewish community 
in France feels extremely threatened at the moment. I think it is also the case that the 
Jewish community in the UK does not feel terribly comfortable at the moment. What 
efforts are the Government making to help to support and reassure the Jewish 
community? Is any support being given to organisations such as the Maimonides 
Foundation which was set up to bring together the Jewish and Muslim communities? 
That is a very useful measure. I express an interest as a previous member of the 
Maimonides Foundation. 

 

Lord Bates: I shall have to write on the latter point. On the former point, the Community 
Security Trust, which has responsibility for security at Jewish schools and synagogues, 
has been working closely with the Metropolitan Police and other forces to continue to 
take appropriate operational response measures to protect the Jewish community from 
terrorism, hate crime and the impact of public order protests. Police forces continue to 
work closely with the CST and other Jewish community organisations. I am deeply 
conscious of the sense of unease and fear which is felt within the Jewish community at 
this time. My honourable friend the Security Minister is meeting the CST today. I hope 
that in future I will be able to report back more. … 

 

col 792  Lord Beecham: My Lords, the Minister will be aware of the work of the 
Community Security Trust with the Jewish community. He will also be aware that the 
trust also works with some Muslim communities, and no doubt he would be prepared to 
encourage working between the two communities on an interfaith basis. The CST has a 
high reputation, I believe, with the police and security forces and it would be welcome for 
the Government to explicitly back that interfaith approach. 
Lord Bates: I am very happy to do that. That is absolutely right. We saw images of Jews 
and Muslims coming together in Paris—there was reference made to them last night. I 
think they were actually from Albania and came together to show solidarity that this is not 
happening in their name and that all faith communities are going to stand together 
against this attack on their freedoms. The more we see of that, the better. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150114-
0001.htm#15011450000401  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/150114-0001.htm#15011440000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/debtext/150114-0001.htm#15011440000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150114-0001.htm#15011450000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150114-0001.htm#15011450000401
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-12063 Sandra White: Get on Your Bike for the Children of Gaza—That the 
Parliament congratulates Red Spokes on organising the Big Ride, a sponsored cycle from 
Edinburgh to London that aims to raise £100,000 in aid of children in Gaza; understands 
that the money will be donated to the Middle East Children’s Alliance (MECA), a non-profit 
organisation working for the rights of children in the Middle East; further understands that 
MECA will put the money toward its projects in Gaza, which are helping to support and 
rebuild children’s lives that have been damaged as a result of the continuing conflict in the 
region; understands that the Big Ride will be launched on 17 January 2015 at Edinburgh 
City Chambers, with the ride taking place from 1 to 9 August, and wishes all involved the 
best of luck with the event. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advanc
e&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12063&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Health and Sport Committee, Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9717&i=88991  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12063&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12063&ResultsPerPage=10
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9717&i=88991
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en
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Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
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