
 1 

12 January 2015 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Bob Russell [220006] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what the reasons were for the UK's abstention on a Resolution before the UN to 
require Israel to withdraw from the territory it has occupied since 1967. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have long believed that direct negotiations towards a two 
state-solution need to be on the basis of clear, internationally agreed, parameters. 
We therefore welcomed the idea of an United Nations Security Council Resolution 
on the Middle East Peace Process which sets these out. We supported much of 
the content of the resolution. However, there were important issues which 
required proper negotiation, including the inclusion of arbitrary deadlines. 
Regretfully, this did not happen, so we abstained. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220006/  
 

Palestinians 
Dan Jarvis [220071] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
recent (a) financial and (b) other assistance her Department has given for children in 
Palestine. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID funds the two main providers of health and education 
services for children in the Occupied Palestinian Territories; the Palestinian 
Authority and the UN Relief and Works Agency. In response to the trauma 
suffered by children following the summer’s Gaza conflict we are also funding a 
range of health and psychosocial support initiatives for children in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220071/  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union 

Joint Statement 
…  We  are  proud  to  note  the  general  condemnation  of  this   awful   act  by   people,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220006/
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throughout the world, of all denomination and we welcome the broad support for our core 
values and norms. We look forward to continue our cooperation with all actors of our civil 
societies to prevent and detect radicalization in an early stage. We should foster dialogue 
and not allow terrorists to be successful in sowing hatred, fear and division in our 
societies. … 
We utterly condemn the shocking and cowardly terrorist attack perpetrated against the 
French newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris on January 7, 2015, which killed 12 people, 7 
journalists, 2 police officers and 4 other persons present, as well as the assassination of 
municipal police officer, and 4 persons in what must be qualified as an anti-Semitic 
attack. … 
We reaffirm our unfailing attachment to the freedom of expression, to human rights, to 
pluralism, to democracy, to tolerance and to the rule of law: … By attacking Charlie 
Hebdo, police officers and Jewish community, the terrorists set out to tear down these 
universal values. They will not succeed. … 
We are concerned at the increasingly frequent use of the Internet to fuel hatred and 
violence and signal our determination to ensure that the Internet is not abused to this 
end, while safeguarding that it remains, in scrupulous observance of fundamental 
freedoms, a forum for free expression, in full respect of the law. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-
new/news/news/docs/20150111_joint_statement_of_ministers_for_interrior_en.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldselect/ldconst/92/92.pdf 
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201415/jtselect/jtrights/86/86.pdf  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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