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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3624] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the appointment of General Eisenkott as Chief of Staff of the Israeli 
Defence Force; and what discussions they have had with the government of Israel 
concerning his Dahiyya Doctrine. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are aware of Major General Eisenkot’s nomination 
to succeed Lieutenant General Gantz as the Chief of Staff for the Israel Defence 
Forces (IDF). As he is the current Deputy Chief of Staff, we would therefore 
expect a degree of continuity. While we have not had any discussions with the 
IDF over the "Dahiyya" Doctrine, we would have expectations of Israeli military 
conduct being in full compliance with international law and therefore meeting the 
tests of military necessity, distinction and proportionality. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3624/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3625] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning (1) the arrest of fishermen on 6 
December, (2) reported targeting of fishing boats with machine gun fire, and (3) deaths 
and wounding of fishermen since 26 August. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We have not made any representations to the Israeli 
authorities over the issues concerning fishermen in Gaza. However, our officials in 
Tel Aviv are looking into the situation faced by Gazan fishermen and will consider 
whether to take any action on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3625/  
 

Middle East 
Lord Ahmed [HL3683] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take 
to protect the viability of the two state solution, in the light of Israel’s plans on settlement 
expansions. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: Discussions are underway in Brussels on what further 
measures the EU could take to discourage further settlement expansion. As the 
Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of 17 November made clear, the UK and other  
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EU Member States are deeply concerned by recent developments, are closely 
monitoring the situation and its broader implications, and remain ready to take 
further action in order to protect the viability of the two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-11/HL3683/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Ahmed [HL3684] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to place 
restrictions on United Kingdom trade with Israeli settlements. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: There are currently no plans to place restrictions on UK 
trade with Israeli settlements. The Government has, however, placed advice 
online to raise awareness of the key security and political risks that UK 
businesses may face when operating abroad, including in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. This includes guidance on Israeli settlements. We are 
advising British businesses to bear in mind the Government's view on the illegality 
of settlements under international law when considering their investments and 
activities in the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-11/HL3684/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Ahmed [HL3685] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to prohibit 
the importation of goods from Israeli settlements to the United Kingdom unless they are 
certified by the Palestinian Authority under the European Union–Palestine Liberation 
Organisation Association Agreement. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: There are currently no plans for EU or domestic 
legislation to ban the import of settlement products. The issue of settlement 
produce is a subject of ongoing work with our EU partners. This work includes 
steps to ensure that settlement products are correctly labelled to enable 
consumers to make informed decisions concerning the products they buy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-11/HL3685/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL3815] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what efforts they are making 
to encourage Hamas to co-operate with international aid agencies in the reconstruction 
of civilian property. 

Baroness Northover: Reconstruction in Gaza will require political commitment by 
all parties, technical capacities for crossings and equipment, the smooth 
functioning of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism and adequate financial 
resources. The UK is providing £0.5 million to the Mechanism as part of our 
pledge for Gaza early recovery and reconstruction. By 10 December, more than 
6,000 people had been able to buy building materials. Ultimately, we need to see 
a sustainable solution for Gaza that addresses the underlying issues, and we 
continue to urge the parties to resume negotiations to that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-16/HL3815/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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