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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Twitter 
Jim Shannon [213347] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what steps he is taking 
to discourage aggressive and nasty tweeting. 

Reply from Shailesh Vara: The Government is absolutely clear that abusive and 
threatening behaviour online is totally unacceptable. 
There is a number of offences which may be committed by those abusing others 
on social media. Internet communication which is grossly offensive or menacing 
may fall under section 127 of the Communications Act 2003. Sending indecent, 
grossly offensive or threatening material to another with the purpose of causing 
distress or anxiety to a person to whom the material is communicated, including 
by means of the internet, is also an offence under the Malicious Communications 
Act 1988. 
Internet abuse could also amount to an offence under the Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997 if its distribution is carried out as part of a ‘course of 
conduct’ which alarms a person or causes distress. Under section 4 of that Act, it 
is also an offence to pursue a course of conduct that repeatedly puts someone in 
fear of violence. 
Changes to the law being taken forward in the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill will 
increase the maximum penalty for offences under the Malicious Communications 
Act 1988 to 2 years imprisonment, and extend the time within which prosecutions 
under section 127 of the Communications Act 2003 may be brought, to up to three 
years, as opposed to the current six month limit. 
These steps will help to ensure that people who commit these awful crimes are 
prosecuted and properly punished. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-04/213347/  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Minister launches a new scheme to increase diversity among key decision makers 
in Wales 
A new pilot programme to increase diversity among  key  decision  makers in  Wales  has  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-04/213347/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-04/213347/
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been launched today by the Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty, Lesley 
Griffiths. … [She] said: "I am determined to ensure we have a more representative group 
of decision makers in Wales. Diverse public boards have fresh ideas, new perspectives 
and - all importantly - a better understanding of the communities they represent. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/minister-launches-new-scheme-
to-increase-diversity/?lang=en  
 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Wolfson Hillel Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373680/AD
A2827_Wolfson_Hillel_Primary_School_Enfield_12_November_2014.pdf  
 
Sinai Jewish Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373586/AD
A2824_Sinai_Jewish_Primary_School.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
George Galloway [213535] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make representations to the Israeli government 
condemning its (a) closure of the al-Aqsa mosque and other parts of the al-Sharif site in 
Jerusalem and (b) plan to build 1,000 housing units in illegal settlements in occupied 
East Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv delivered a clear message to the 
Israeli Cabinet Secretary on 30 October, advocating reopening of the mosque. 
The mosque re-opened on 31 October for men over 50 and for women. I issued a 
statement on 29 October condemning the announcement of plans for 1,060 new 
housing units in East Jerusalem. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
raised this issue with the Israeli National Security Adviser, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Political-Military Adviser, senior contacts at the National Security Council 
and the Cabinet Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213535/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL2631] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to 
take any action in respect of Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu's order to advance plans 
for new housing units in East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth 
East (Mr Ellwood), issued a statement on 29 October condemning the 
announcement  of  plans for 1060  new housing units in  East  Jerusalem.  We are  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/minister-launches-new-scheme-to-increase-diversity/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/minister-launches-new-scheme-to-increase-diversity/?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373680/ADA2827_Wolfson_Hillel_Primary_School_Enfield_12_November_2014.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373680/ADA2827_Wolfson_Hillel_Primary_School_Enfield_12_November_2014.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373586/ADA2824_Sinai_Jewish_Primary_School.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373586/ADA2824_Sinai_Jewish_Primary_School.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213535/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213535/
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continuing to work closely with our European partners to discourage settlement 
expansion, and discussions are currently underway in Brussels to that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2631/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL2632] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to 
take action in respect of Israel's recent appropriation of land for settlement building 
between the Etzion settlement bloc in the Bethlehem area and Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth 
East (Mr Ellwood) discussed his strong concerns about the issue of settlements 
and land expopriation with the Israeli Justice Minister on 6 October during his visit 
to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Discussions are continuing in Brussels on how the EU can best discourage 
settlement expansion, and the UK is working closely with other Member States to 
that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2632/ 
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2633] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning the directive issued by Moshe 
Ya'alon in respect of segregating bus lines in the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv registered its concerns 
with the Israeli Ministry of Defence over the matter on 29 October. Israeli media 
had reported that Defence Minister Moshe Ya'alon had issued a directive that 
banned Palestinian workers from travelling on Israeli-run public transportation in 
the West Bank into green-line Israel. The Israeli Ministry of Defence have denied 
the media reports and clarified that Palestinians will be required to enter and exit 
Israel through the Eyal border crossing, so that Israel can supervise entries and 
exits, reducing the risk of a terrorist attack. The Transportation Ministry has said 
publicly that, by law, Palestinians cannot be prevented from riding buses. The 
Israeli Attorney General office requested clarification of the directive from the 
Ministry of Defence by November 9. Posts are monitoring the situation closely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2633/ 
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2634] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning its alleged weapons testing, including 
of dense inert metal explosives, during Operation Protective Edge. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this issue with the 
Israeli authorities, there must be a robust process of accountability given the 
heavy civilian death toll in Gaza. Israel has confirmed plans to form their own 
investigative committee which we understand will be mandated to investigate the 
proportionality of Israel Defence Forces actions. To be credible, the committee 
must be independent, transparent and rigorous, and must draw on lessons from 
the past to examine how Israel can in future exercise its right to self-defence 
without such heavy civilian loss of life. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2634/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2631/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2631/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2632/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2632/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2633/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2633/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2634/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2634/
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Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2636] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning Israeli citizens having access to pray 
within the Al-Aqsa compound. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has delivered clear 
messages to senior Israeli officials in the Prime Minister’s Office, National Security 
Council and Ministry of Foreign Affairs in recent days on the importance of 
maintaining calm and the status quo at the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2636/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL2616] To ask Her Majesty’s Government when they expect payments of 
the $5.4 billion pledged for reconstruction in Gaza to begin; and who will be responsible 
for collecting the pledges, and for supervising payments for work done. 

Baroness Northover: Disbursement of pledges has already begun, funding early 
relief, recovery and reconstruction interventions in accordance with the multi-
phased strategy set out in the Palestinian Authority-led Early Recovery and 
Reconstruction Plan 2014-2017. The Palestinian Authority will oversee the 
implementation of the plan in coordination with the UN, donors, international 
financial institutions, civil society and the private sector. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-03/HL2616/  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East: UN chief urges calm as Israeli-Palestinian tensions flare 
Amid an outburst of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged all parties to do everything they can 
to reduce the simmering hostilities and continue, through dialogue, on the path to peace. 
In a statement … the Secretary-General expressed his deep concern about the upsurge 
in violence and killings over the past few days in Israel and the West Bank. 
“Violence only deepens distrust, while making more distant the prospects for peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians,” Mr. Ban said. 
According to media reports, tensions between Israelis and Palestinians have been 
increasing in intensity over the past few weeks following a series of separate incidents 
which left a total of three people dead. Earlier today, the press noted, Israeli troops killed 
a Palestinian man at a West Bank refugee camp during clashes between the troops and 
residents. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49314#.VGN_bleUeRM  
 
At UN, Palestinian-born designer uses fashion to show ‘another face’ of homeland 
Through fashion – “a universal language” – Palestinian-born designer Jamal Taslaq 
unveiled his Fall-Winter collection at United Nations Headquarters in New York last night, 
spotlighting his long-troubled homeland, but also revealing “another face of Palestine,” 
inspired and inspiring, yearning to be at peace. … 
“When I left Palestine I understood that I must do something for me and my people to 
show the world that we are the same as other people. We want a life. We want peace. 
We love. We have all the feelings that make us the same as other people,” … 
Mr. Taslaq credits refugees in a camp in Jerash, Jordan with helped create some of the 
embroideries used in the collection. … 
“When I went to [the camps] in Palestine, I [told] everybody:  ‘You must do what you want  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2636/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-04/HL2636/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-03/HL2616/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-03/HL2616/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8186
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49314#.VGN_bleUeRM
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to do. It’s important.’ I know many people live in not good situations, but with a little help 
from everybody we can help [them]. They can do more and more.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49309  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Governments need to step up their efforts to address anti-Semitism, say 
participants at OSCE Civil Society Forum 
Political will on the part of governments and partnership with civil society are crucial in 
addressing challenges related to contemporary anti-Semitism in the OSCE region, 
participants at an OSCE conference said today in Berlin. … 
“The hallmark of a democracy is the strength of its civil society,” said Deidre Berger, 
Director of the AJC Berlin Ramer Institute for German Jewish-Relations and one of the 
co-chairs of the civil society steering committee in charge of preparing the Forum. “It is 
imperative, therefore, that civil society takes an active role in addressing anti-Semitism, 
which is a threat to democratic values. … 
Juliane Wetzel, a Senior Researcher at the Center for Research on Antisemitism and the 
second co-chair, emphasized the role the Berlin Declaration played in highlighting the 
importance of education in countering anti-Semitic stereotypes, prejudices and 
resentment. … 
Ilja Sichrovsky, Founder and Secretary-General of the Muslim Jewish Conference, 
stressed the intertwined aspects of anti-Semitism and other forms of racism. 
“Fighting with all our hearts against all forms of racism, we can, one day, create a world 
for the future generations, where we do not hate anyone anymore because of the place 
they were born, the colour of their skin or the way they worship,” said Sichrovsky. … 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/126603  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49309
http://www.osce.org/odihr/126603
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
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