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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Topical Questions: Communities and Local Government 
T1. [905938] Bill Esterson: If he will make a statement on his departmental 
responsibilities. 

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Eric 
Pickles): There is no place in British society for anti-Semitism, and we must stand 
united to resist all the pernicious ways in which it is manifested. Recently, there 
has been an increase in anti-Semitic graffiti on public property, private homes and 
in Jewish cemeteries, where gravestones have been desecrated and covered in 
offensive graffiti. That is appalling. Today, I am writing to councils, with the 
Community Security Trust, to stress the importance of using their range of legal 
powers to remove such graffiti quickly, including on private property, and to report 
all incidents to the police. That is part of a wider measure to tackle anti-Semitism 
and promote tolerance and respect in our society. 

Bill Esterson: I welcome what the Secretary of State has said about tackling anti-
Semitism. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141110/debtext/14111
0-0001.htm#1411103000025  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Importance of removing, reporting and recording 'pernicious' anti-semitic graffiti 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles and David Delew, the Chief Executive of the 
Community Security Trust (CST), are this week (10 November 2014) writing to council 
leaders to stress the importance of removing racist graffiti quickly, including when it is on 
private property and of reporting and recording racist and anti-semitic daubings with the 
police. 
This summer saw a sharp increase in the number of antisemitic incidents that targeted 
Britain’s Jewish community. The CST, an organisation that monitors levels of UK based 
anti-semitism, recorded 302 incidents in July alone. To put this into 
context, CST recorded 304 incidents in total during the first 6 months of 2014. 
These incidents included a spate of reported and recorded incidents of anti-semitic graffiti 
not only on public property but on private homes and in Jewish cemeteries where 
gravestones were desecrated, covered in offensive graffiti. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141110/debtext/141110-0001.htm#1411103000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141110/debtext/141110-0001.htm#1411103000025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reporting-and-removing-racist-graffiti
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reporting-and-removing-racist-graffiti
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Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: A particularly pernicious expression of anti-
semitism and other forms of hatred is the daubing of slogans or symbols, via graffiti or 
the fixing of stickers and posters, onto both public and private property. In these 
instances, a visible display of hate can increase tensions between communities, as well 
as providing a physical reminder to the victim of the abuse they have suffered. 
We must all continue to stand unified against all forms of hatred be it anti-semitism, anti-
Muslim hatred, racism or homophobia, whatever its manifestation, whether it is 
expressed on social media, as a physical attack, as a verbal threat, or in any other 
manner. …  
It is also incumbent upon local councils that instances of anti-semitic and racist daubings 
are recorded and reported to the police. In these cases it is important to liaise quickly and 
closely with the police before removing the daubing, and any materials used, to ensure 
that evidence is not destroyed and that photographs can be taken. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/importance-of-removing-reporting-and-recording-
pernicious-anti-semitic-graffiti  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
David Jones [213580] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Israeli authorities over the 
disturbances at the Al Aqsa compound. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have delivered, in recent 
days, clear messages to senior Israeli officials in the Prime Minister’s Office, 
National Security Council and Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the importance of 
maintaining calm and the status quo at the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213580/  
 

Hamas 
Nigel Evans [213572] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has made of the military capability of 
Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: We assess Hamas to be a professional and capable military 
force. The nature and scale of Hamas’ military activity is significant and has 
resulted in indiscriminate civilian casualties within Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Terriktories. The Israeli Defence Minister has stated that around 80% 
(approximately 8000 rockets) of Hamas’s arsenal was destroyed during Operation 
Protective Edge. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213572/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/importance-of-removing-reporting-and-recording-pernicious-anti-semitic-graffiti
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/importance-of-removing-reporting-and-recording-pernicious-anti-semitic-graffiti
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213580/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213580/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-05/213572/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2479] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with other European governments concerning the apportioning of contracts to 
rebuild Gazan housing and infrastructure. 

Baroness Northover: No such discussions have taken place. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2479/  
 

Foreign Policy 
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass [HL2460] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
Written Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 24 October (HL2012), on what moral 
or humanitarian basis they have developed their policies in respect of (1) Bosnians, (2) 
Palestinians, and (3) Turkish-Cypriots; and what underlying principles are being applied 
in each case. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: UK interests and values remain at the heart of 
our foreign policy development. We also take into account international law 
(including human rights treaties and obligations), relevant UN resolutions and 
applicable provisions of the relevant regional organisations. However, a one-size-
fits-all approach to countries or territories, or to groups of countries or regions 
would fail to recognise the often varied, complex and unique circumstances in 
which the international community and we are engaged. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2460/  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson of the EU High Representative on the latest 
developments in the Middle East 
Today's terrible acts of terror in Israel and the West Bank deserve strong condemnation. 
We express our deepest condolences to the families and friends of the deceased, and 
extend sincere wishes to the persons injured for their full and speedy recovery. 
As highlighted to all interlocutors during the recent visit of the High Representative in the 
region, we are extremely worried by the current situation that - in the absence of political 
perspective - can further deteriorate. We urge political leaders to act responsibly and to 
work for a quick de-escalation of tensions. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/141110_04_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza: Ban forms independent panel to investigate recent conflict 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today announced the formation of an internal inquiry 
aimed at reviewing “certain incidents” reported at United Nations facilities in the Gaza 
Strip during the recent summer conflict there between Palestinian factions and the State 
of Israel. … 
In a statement … the Secretary-General declared that he had established the “internal 
and independent” UN Headquarters Board of Inquiry to review and investigate “a number 
of specific incidents in which death or injuries occurred at, and/or damage was done to 
United Nations premises.” 
In addition … the Board will also “review and investigate incidents in which weapons 
were found to be present on United Nations premises.” … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2479/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2479/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2460/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2460/
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/141110_04_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8179
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The Board of Inquiry will be led by Patrick Cammaert of The Netherlands and will include 
Maria Vicien-Milburn of Argentina, Lee O’Brien of the United States, Pierre Lemelin of 
Canada and K.C. Reddy of India. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49296#.VGIsJPSUeRM  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 
2014 (closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
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