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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Parliamentary Statement 

Religious Studies (GCSEs and A-Levels) 
The Minister of State, Department for Education (Nick Gibb): … The revised content 
for religious studies GCSE and A-levels is designed to provide students with a broader 
and deeper understanding of religion than previous specifications. For the first time, 
students studying the religious studies GCSE will be required to study two religions. As 
well as studying key scripture and religious texts, students will have the opportunity to 
learn about critiques of religion and other non-religious beliefs through the study of 
philosophy and ethics. In addition, it will be a requirement for students to be aware of the 
diverse range of religious and non- religious beliefs represented in this country and the 
fact that the religious traditions of Great Britain are, in the main, Christian. 
For the thousands of church and faith schools in this country these reforms will enable 
them to build on their strong academic performance and the important role they play in 
their communities and wider society. 
In future, all RS GCSE students will spend at least half their time engaging in an 
academically rigorous study of two religions. In all, students will have the option to spend 
up to three-quarters of their time studying one religion. These changes are an important 
part of ensuring the new GCSE is as broad and rigorously demanding as other GCSE 
subjects. In the same way that a well-educated GCSE history student would be expected 
to learn about more than just British history, we expect well-educated religious studies 
GCSE students to know about more than one religion. It will also help to prepare 
students for life in modern Britain, foster an awareness of other faiths and beliefs, and 
encourage tolerance and mutual respect––key British values that are non-negotiable and 
a vital part of a secure future for Britain. 
At A-levels, students will study at least one religion in depth through two of the following 
three areas of study: the systematic study of religion; textual studies; and philosophy, 
ethics and social scientific studies. These broadly reflect the main areas of study at 
higher education and will ensure that students have sufficient breadth and depth of 
understanding to support progression to higher education. …  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141107/wmstext/14110
7m0001.htm#14110765000004  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141107/wmstext/141107m0001.htm#14110765000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141107/wmstext/141107m0001.htm#14110765000004
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Department for Education 

New academically rigorous RS GCSE backed by faith groups 
… This new GCSE will not affect the emphasis faith schools put on their individual 
teachings, but will increase pupils’ knowledge of other faiths. Under the proposed new 
model all students will study the beliefs, teachings and sources of wisdom of at least 2 
religions for the first half of their GCSE. 
They can then choose to study 1 or both of those religions in more depth in 1 or 2 of the 
following ways: 

 through studying their practices, ways of life and forms of expression in detail 

 through a thorough study of religious texts 

 by studying how the teachings of 1 or both religions inform their thinking on 
philosophical or ethical issues …  

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, Senior Rabbi to Reform Judaism, said: We welcome the 
Education Secretary’s consultation on GCSE and A levelreligious education. This is an 
opportunity to encourage schools to teach about other faiths. When people of different 
faiths understand one another better, it strengthens diversity and cohesion within Britain. 
Studying religions other than our own tests our beliefs, and ensures more confident, 
robust and positive faith communities in the long term. … 
Laura Marks, Senior Vice President of The Board of Deputies of British Jews, said: It is 
essential that our faith schools turn out children who not only understand their own 
customs and beliefs but who are open to other people, able to thrive in the wider world 
and are prepared to contribute to Britain at large. We commend the department for 
consulting widely on how to shape the curriculum for these purposes, and know that it 
reflects their belief in, and respect for religious education. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-academically-rigorous-rs-gcse-backed-by-
faith-groups  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Frank Roy [213120] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, when he last discussed with his Israeli counterpart the planned building of 1,000 
new houses in Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: I issued a statement on 29 October condemning the 
announcement of plans for 1,060 new housing units in East Jerusalem. I made it 
clear that this was an ill-judged and ill-timed decision, which makes it harder to 
achieve a two state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised this issue with the Israeli National Security 
Adviser, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Political-Military Adviser, senior contacts at 
the National Security Council and the Cabinet Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-03/213120/ 
 

Palestinians 
Frank Roy [213121] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how much money was pledged by the UK Government at the recent International 
Donor Conference for Gaza held in Egypt. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-academically-rigorous-rs-gcse-backed-by-faith-groups
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-academically-rigorous-rs-gcse-backed-by-faith-groups
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-03/213120/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-03/213120/
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Tobias Ellwood: At the Gaza reconstruction conference on 12 October, which I 
attended alongside the Minister of State for International Development, the UK 
pledged £20m. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-03/213121/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-11477 Jim Eadie: Scottish Medical Aid for Palestinians Fundraiser in 
Edinburgh—That the Parliament recognises that, on 8 November 2014, the Scottish 
Medical Aid for Palestinians will host its annual fundraising day at Christ Church Hall in 
Morningside, Edinburgh; understands that there will be offerings of traditional Palestinian 
food and drink, crafts, plants and home baking; applauds that the programme for the day 
includes auctions, poetry recitals and talks from influential members of Medical Aid for 
Palestine; appreciates that Scottish Medical Aid for Palestinians works to address a wide 
range of medical issues and challenges such as displacement faced by those worst 
affected by the conflict in Gaza; considers that the strength of Scottish Medical Aid for 
Palestinians will continue to aid Palestinians in the coming months and years; commends 
the work of Scottish Medical Aid for Palestinians thus far in its role as what it sees as a 
vital resource in delivering the highest attainable healthcare standards in extremely 
difficult conditions, and wishes it continued success for the benefit of the Palestinian 
people. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11477&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
** Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141107-
0001.htm#14110775000728  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en

