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Home Affairs 

Ofqual 

Ofqual to run consultation events for new religious studies exams 
Consultation events for religious studies GCSEs and A levels to be taught from the 2016 
academic year 
See also consultation section of PAB 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-to-run-consultation-events-for-new-religious-
studies-exams  
 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Rosh Pinah Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371579/AD
A2720_Rosh_Pinah_Primary_School_Barnet_-_6_November_2014.pdf  
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Holocaust 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Anniversary reminds us of how antisemitism persists today 
Across the EU, antisemitism continues to haunt Europe some 75 years after the anti-
Jewish ‘Kristallnacht’ pogroms took place, despite sustained efforts by Member States to 
tackle this issue. 
“Antisemitism remains at worrying levels across Europe despite the many attempts to 
combat it. As we come together to remember the horrors of the past, it is perhaps time to 
reflect what more needs to be done to stem the centuries-long persecution of Jews,” said 
FRA Director Morten Kjaerum to mark the 9 November anniversary of the anti-Jewish 
pogroms. “EU and national policy makers must continue their long fight against 
antisemitism with more targeted measures to tackle antisemitism as it exists today.” 
Last year, FRA presented the first comparable figures on Jewish people’s experiences of  
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antisemitic harassment, discrimination and hate crime in the EU. It revealed how 
antisemitism is still widespread in the EU today. For example, 66% of respondents 
considered antisemitism to be a major problem in their countries, particularly online. 76% 
said the situation had become more acute over the last five years. In addition, 21% of all 
respondents have experienced an antisemitic incident or incidents involving verbal insult, 
harassment or a physical attack in the 12 months before the survey. 
One year on and it appears from community leaders and media reports that antisemitism 
continues to persist in many Member States. This appears to be partly fuelled by the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and other factors that seem to be normalising antisemitic 
feelings in today’s society. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2014/anniversary-reminds-us-how-antisemitism-persists-today  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Iran (UK Foreign Policy) 
col 995 Jack Straw: … It may sound counter-intuitive today, but traditionally lran’s 
strongest links in the region had been with the Jewish communities of the middle east. …  
In the 1980s—and under the cover of mutually rebarbative, but carefully controlled, 
rhetoric—the one country from whom Iran gained some understanding, and very 
significant arms supplies, was Israel. David Menashri, of Tel Aviv university, one of 
Israel’s foremost experts on Iran, subsequently commented: “Throughout the 1980s, no 
one in Israel said anything about an Iranian threat” to Israel. He continued: “The word 
wasn’t even uttered.” …  
col 997  The view of the Netanyahu Government in Israel, which is echoed by many in 
the United States Congress, is that Iran now poses an existential threat to the state of 
Israel because of the doubts as to whether Iran’s nuclear programmes have a military 
purpose. …  

 

col 1001 Richard Ottaway: … [Iran] openly supports, and is funding, Hamas in its 
criticism of and aggression towards Israel; it is running a complex network of weapons-
smuggling routes into Gaza, through Egypt, with the sole intention of attacking Israel—it 
is in defiance of four UN Security Council resolutions on that; it has engaged in the 
funding of and support for attacks on Israeli diplomats around the world …  

 

col 1011  Philip Hollobone: … Iran … is a country of 77 million people, second only in 
the middle east to Egypt’s 85 million. If we stack that up against the Israeli state, with 8 
million people, we can see that from the Israeli perspective Iran is the biggest bully in the 
playground. … It would be possible to take out most of Israel with one nuclear weapon. 
The holocaust was not really that long ago in strategic terms. Half the Jewish population 
of the world was wiped out in Europe, supposedly under the safety of a Christian 
civilisation, so if I were an Israeli citizen … I would be saying to myself, “What if he’s 
wrong? Where’s my insurance?” … At the end of the day, however, we are talking about 
8 million Israeli citizens who fear for their lives. They fear that Iran will get enough 
nuclear material to stuff into one of its Fajr-5 rockets and launch it at Tel Aviv or 
Jerusalem. … 
Another Israeli fear, of course, is not just nuclear weapons, but Hezbollah launching 
100,000 rockets all in one go at the Israeli population. It does not matter how 
sophisticated Iron Dome is—it is not possible to take out 100,000 rockets launched in 
one go. …  
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col 1016  Guto Bebb: … It is difficult to deny that the strategic threat to Israel is not only 
the development of a nuclear capacity in Iran, but the daily threat faced by Israel from 
southern Lebanon and the Gaza strip. …  
It is striking that political leaders and leaders in other middle east countries have 
accepted the claimed nuclear capacity of Israel—I say “claimed” with a smile on my face, 
because all hon. Members recognise that Israel has a nuclear capacity. Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan, for example, have not said that they need nuclear capacity because Israel has 
nuclear capacity, but those states have made the argument strongly that, if Iran develops 
nuclear capacity, they would need to have a nuclear warhead. …  

 

col 1027  Neil Parish: … Previous leaders of Iran have stated clearly that Israel should 
be wiped off the face of the map. … The Israeli people or the Jewish people lost half their 
population in the 20th century. Do we want the rest of them to be wiped out in the 21st 
century? I think not. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141106/debtext/14110
6-0002.htm#14110633000001  
 

 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
Guto Bebb [212897] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the consequences of President Abbas' 
statement that the temporary closure of Temple Mount was a declaration of war. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are deeply concerned by increased tensions and violence 
around the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif. We believe it is vital that the 
longstanding status quo is preserved. We encourage all parties and leaders to 
take actions and use words which will encourage calm and decrease tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-03/212897/  
 

 
House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2441] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many Palestinians 
they estimate to have been displaced from their homes in East Jerusalem during the last 
two years. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, 419 Palestinians were reportedly displaced in East 
Jerusalem between January 2013 to August 2014 following evictions and 
demolitions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2441/  

 
Palestinians 

Baroness Tonge [HL2442] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action the European 
Union is taking to ensure that East Jerusalem remains a part of Palestinian territory. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: In its 22 July 2014 Council Conclusions, the EU 
made clear that it will only recognise changes to the pre-1967 borders, including 
with regard to Jerusalem, when agreed by the parties. Settlements, including in 
East Jerusalem, are illegal under international law and an obstacle to the two 
state solution. Discussions are continuing in Brussels on how the EU can best 
discourage further Israeli settlement expansion including in  East  Jerusalem.  The  
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EU has also called on both parties to resume serious peace negotiations, which 
must resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of both states. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2442/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2443] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support European 
Union members are giving to the United Nations Secretary-General’s investigation into 
Israeli attacks on United Nations facilities during Operation Protective Edge. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK fully supports the efforts of the UN 
Secretary-General and calls on all sides to cooperate with the investigation. As 
the UK and EU made clear, the attacks on UN schools in Gaza, which resulted in 
the deaths of innocent children, were shocking. We are pressing Israel to 
demonstrate accountability for its actions during the conflict, both through internal 
processes, such as Israel Defence Forces' investigations of specific cases of 
engagement, and international procedures, such as this inquiry, which must be 
independent and balanced, and examine the actions of both Hamas and Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2443/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2480] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with other European governments concerning the case for lifting the blockade 
of Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK fully supports the August EU Foreign 
Affairs Committee Conclusions, which note that the situation in Gaza has been 
unsustainable for many years, and a return to the status quo prior to the latest 
conflict is not an option. The EU stands ready to support a comprehensive 
ceasefire agreement, and discussions are ongoing on options for this, including 
support in the area of movement and access. We are clear that whilst we 
recognise the need to address Israeli security concerns, there is a need to meet 
Palestinian requirements regarding the lifting of restrictions, including the 
blockade, on Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2480/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2481] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning the planning of a Gazan seaport. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth 
East (Mr Ellwood), discussed this issue with the Israeli Justice Minister Livni, 
Intelligence Minister Steinitz, and Deputy Foreign Minister Hanegbi during his visit 
to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 5-8 October. This issue 
was also raised during the Quint/European External Action Service meeting with 
the Israeli National Security Adviser on 15 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2481/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2482] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have held with the government of Israel concerning recent reports of an arrest by the 
Israeli military of a mentally disabled boy in Hebron. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The boy in question was released immediately 
following intervention by his father.  The Israel  Defence Forces have launched an  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2481/
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investigation into the incident. We have not raised this specific case with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2482/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2483] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress has been 
made concerning the treatment of children in military detention in Israel following the 
recommendations made by the report on the matter funded by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since the publication in June of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office-funded independent report on Children in Military Custody, 
there has been some limited progress. This includes a pilot project to use 
summons instead of night-time arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a 
child can be detained before seeing a judge. We have welcomed the steps taken 
to date, but we have called for further measures, including the mandatory use of 
audio-visual recording of interrogations, investigation into continued reports of 
single hand ties being used, and an end to solitary confinement for children. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-28/HL2483/  
 

Israel 
Lord Kilclooney [HL2525] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment 
of the decision by the government of Israel to close access to Al-Aqsa mosque; and 
whether they intend to raise the matter at the European Union Council of Ministers. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The temporary closure of the Temple 
Mount/Haram al Sharif compound on 30 October has added to the growing 
tensions in East Jerusalem. There is a serious risk of escalation and further 
violence. Along with international partners, including other EU Member States, we 
will continue to press all sides to de-escalate and protect the status quo, and we 
will continue to monitor the situation closely in the run up to the Foreign Affairs 
Council later this month. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-30/HL2525/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Kilclooney HL2526] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of 
the decision by the government of Israel to build a further 1,000 homes in East 
Jerusalem; and whether they intend to raise the matter at the European Union Council of 
Ministers. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth 
East (Mr Ellwood), issued a statement on 29 October condemning the 
announcement of plans for 1060 new housing units in East Jerusalem. He made 
clear that this was an ill-judged and ill-timed decision, which makes it harder to 
achieve a two state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital. We will continue 
to work closely with European partners to discourage settlement expansion, and 
discussions are currently underway in Brussels to that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-30/HL2526/  
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United Nations 

Urging political resolution, UN agency chief laments ‘sheer unsustainability’ of 
Gaza crisis 
The underlying tensions which have brought Israelis and Palestinians into regular conflict 
and subjected Gaza to repeated warfare must be addressed once and for all, the head of 
the United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees has urged. 
Speaking after addressing the UN General Assembly, Pierre Krähenbühl, Commissioner-
General for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East  
told UN Radio in an interview that a political resolution to the crisis in the Middle East is 
“essential” if the international community seeks to improve “a situation of extreme 
hardship for the people in Gaza.” … 
“To think that this is tenable in the future after this level of destruction is really not 
conceivable for me. And to just allow the situation to go back to pre-existing conditions 
under the blockade is not conceivable either so political action is required by the 
international community and by the Israelis and the Palestinians to resolve this type of 
blockade, lift it so that people can again enjoy freedom of movement, freedom of trade, 
and to engage in normal economic and social activities,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49274#.VFzJW_SUeRM  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2014/11/sheer-unsustainability-of-palestinian-refugee-situation/
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
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Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
** Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
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