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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Slaughterhouses 
Huw Irranca-Davies [209694] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 3 September 2014 to Question 193828, what 
steps she has taken to ensure the accuracy of data collected by the Food Standards 
Agency on mis-stunning of animals for slaughter. 

George Eustice: The Food Standards Agency (FSA) is due to complete a review 
into its monitoring and reporting of breaches of welfare legislation by the end of 
October. 
Previously, only major and critical breaches were recorded, along with the actions 
taken to correct these. The FSA review is now also looking to strengthen 
recording of minor breaches. These minor breaches include where back-up 
stunning equipment is used or a second stun is carried out without the 
intervention of the Official Veterinarian and where there has been no injury, 
avoidable pain, distress or suffering to an animal. As with major and critical 
breaches, information on minor breaches would be collated centrally and reported 
to Defra, Welsh and Scottish Government on a monthly basis. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209694/  
 

The question about mis-stunning that was answered on 3 September 2014 was not 
193828 but 207157 which can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207157/  
 

The answer to question 207157 refers to the answer to question 193828 which was 
answered on 1 April 2014 and can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140401/text/140401w0
003.htm#14040211000032 
 
 

Home Office 

Hate crimes, England and Wales 2013 to 2014 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364198/ho
sb0214.pdf 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209694/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209694/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207157/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-08-29/207157/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140401/text/140401w0003.htm#14040211000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140401/text/140401w0003.htm#14040211000032
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364198/hosb0214.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364198/hosb0214.pdf
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Welsh Assembly 

Religious Education 
14.51  Darren Millar: 5. Will the Minister make a statement on religious education in 
Welsh schools? OAQ(4)0474(ESK) 

Huw Lewis: … All maintained schools are required to teach religious education 
from foundation phase up to age 19. The national exemplar framework for 
religious education provides guidance that can be used by local authorities and 
standing advisory councils on religious education to develop their locally agreed 
RE syllabus. 

Darren Millar: … You will be aware of the excellent work being done by standing 
advisory councils on religious education across Wales, not only in terms of their support 
for RE in Welsh schools, but also the indirect support that they provide for inter-religious 
dialogue in communities across Wales, and indeed the support that they provide for the 
Welsh Government’s community cohesion strategy. One of the areas that they are 
concerned about, though, as a result of the development of the regional consortia, is the 
potential for the consortia to sap the resources from them so that they will be unable to 
fulfil their statutory functions. What assurances can you provide today to SACREs across 
the country and to the Wales Association of SACREs that the resources that will be 
available to them will be sufficient for them to be able to continue to fulfil the very 
important role that they play in Welsh schools? 

Huw Lewis: They do fulfil a very important role. I was privileged enough to speak 
at the Welsh conference earlier this year and I was mightily impressed with the 
sincerity and commitment that the professionals in the room self-evidently had to 
the agenda around faith community to faith community dialogue and community 
cohesion. … 

Rhodri Glyn Thomas: … do you agree that religious education has a very important role 
to play with regard to developing a sense of citizenship among our young people in 
Wales, particularly in a situation where we live in a secular context and that a large 
number of religions are practised within Wales, and because of that that it is extremely 
important that there is tolerance and understanding of different traditions? 

Huw Lewis: The Member is quite right; this is hugely important. There is a special 
and particular role and expertise that lies within the community of our RE teachers 
that we need to ensure is developed and nurtured in that regard, in terms of 
citizenship, moral development and community cohesion. I have encouraged 
everyone with an interest in this area to make their views known to Professor 
Graham Donaldson in terms of the groundbreaking work that his is engaged in, 
which includes the basic curriculum that overlaps with these issues, so that the 
new curriculum for Wales, when it emerges in outline in the new year, has a 
proper and clear emphasis on the importance of these issues.  

http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2754&assembly=4&keyword=OAQ(4)0474(ESK)#173583  
 
 

Welsh Government 

“See it, hear it, report it”: Minister chairs inaugural meeting of an independent 
advisory group to tackle hate crime 
The Independent Advisory Group, which is made up of representatives from a range of 
key organisations – including Race Council Cymru, Disability Wales and Stonewall 
Cymru – will advise on the impact of the Welsh Government’s polices to tackle hate 
crime. …  
Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty, Lesley Griffiths, said: “Hate crime is a 
shocking and inexcusable offence which has no place in Welsh society– I am determined 
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2754&assembly=4&keyword=OAQ(4)0474(ESK)#173583
http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2754&assembly=4&keyword=OAQ(4)0474(ESK)#173583
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to tackle it head on. … 
“I am working with communities across Wales to increase greater awareness of hate 
crime and reporting. It is important we can all make a difference to ensure hate in any 
form is tackled. I would implore victims to contact the Police or to access the Welsh 
Government funded National Hate Crime Reporting Centre through Victim Support 
Cymru. Speaking to members of Cardiff United Synagogue highlighted the barriers some 
people face when it comes to reporting. My message to all victims is clear - when you 
report incidents of hate crime, you will be taken seriously and there are strong support 
structures in place to help you. … 
Mr Alun Michael, Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales said: “While South 
Wales Police has cited an increase in the number of hate crime incidents being reported, 
which is to be welcomed as it indicates that people feel more confident about reporting 
such incidents, there is still work to be done.  …  
It is important that we work with all communities to build confidence in reporting hate 
crime, and encourage victims of these kind of crimes to come forward, as well as being 
able to offer them advice and support.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/141016-see-it-hear-it-report-
it/?lang=en  

 
 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Director of Public Prosecutions responds to Supreme Court on assisted suicide 
policy 
The Director of Public Prosecutions has today clarified the CPS Policy on cases of 
encouraging or assisting suicide in light of the recent comments of the Supreme Court in 
the case of Nicklinson and others. 
In considering the section which indicates the likelihood of prosecution of health care 
professionals, the DPP has made it clear that this refers to those with a specific and 
professional duty of care to the person in question. 
The relevant paragraph offers guidance on cases where the suspect is "acting in his or 
her capacity as a medical doctor, nurse, other healthcare professional, a professional 
carer [whether for payment or not], or as a person in authority, such as a prison officer, 
and the victim was in his or her care". 
During earlier proceedings in the Court of Appeal, the then Lord Chief Justice interpreted 
this guidance to mean that if a person operating in one of the prescribed professions had 
cared for a victim to the extent that they were in a position of authority, and may have 
been able to use that authority to exercise undue influence over the victim, then this may 
be considered as a factor tending in favour of prosecution. In his view it was not to be 
interpreted as meaning that professionals brought in to help from outside the family circle 
should be more likely to be prosecuted simply because of their professions. 
Therefore the DPP has confirmed that the words "and the victim was in his or her care" 
will be highlighted to prosecutors. The following footnote will also be added: "For the 
avoidance of doubt the words 'and the victim was in his or her care' qualify all of the 
preceding parts of this paragraph. This factor does not apply merely because someone 
was acting in a [professional] capacity described within it: it applies only where there 
was, in addition, a relationship of care between the suspect and the victims such that it 
will be necessary to consider whether the suspect may have exerted some influence on 
the victim." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/director_of_public_prosecutions_responds_to_s
upreme_court_on_assisted_suicide_policy/  

TOP 
 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/141016-see-it-hear-it-report-it/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2014/141016-see-it-hear-it-report-it/?lang=en
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/director_of_public_prosecutions_responds_to_supreme_court_on_assisted_suicide_policy/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/director_of_public_prosecutions_responds_to_supreme_court_on_assisted_suicide_policy/
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q7. [905381] David Ward: The Palestinian ambassador, Mr Hassassian, has described 
Monday’s vote on the recognition of the Palestinian state as “a momentous vote”. Indeed 
it was. He has also said: “Now is the time for the UK government to listen to its 
democratically elected parliament and to take decisive political action by recognising the 
State of Palestine and upholding its historical, moral and legal responsibility towards 
Palestine”. Does the Prime Minister agree? 

The Prime Minister: Of course, I look forward to the day when Britain will 
recognise the state of Palestine, but it should be part of the negotiations that bring 
about a two-state solution. That is what we all want to see—a state of Israel living 
happily and peacefully alongside a state of Palestine—and that is when we should 
do the recognition. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141015/debtext/14101
5-0001.htm#14101565000005  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn [209222] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what export licences for defence and strategic equipment to Israel (a) were applied 
for, (b) were granted and (c) are still being considered for (i) 2011-12, (ii) 2012-13, (iii) 
2013-14 and (iv) 2014-15 to date. 

Matthew Hancock: This department publishes export licensing statistics for each 
destination which includes a description and the value of the goods licensed for 
export. The information has been published since 1997 in the Government’s 
Annual Reports on Strategic Export Controls. Since 2004, this information has 
also been published in Quarterly Reports. All the available statistics are 
accessible via the Strategic Export Controls: Reports and Statistics website –
https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox/sdb/SDBHOME. 
Details of export licences granted and refused for defence and strategic 
equipment to Israel is available in the published annual reports for the calendar 
years 2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively. For 2014, only Quarter 1 (January to 
March 2014) data has so far been published. 
This department holds only limited information, for any given timeframe (annual or 
otherwise) relating to actual exports. 
In terms of export licence applications still being considered, there are currently, 
as of 3 October, 61 ‘live’ cases of goods intended for export to Israel. 
All export licence applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis against the 
Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria in light of the 
prevailing circumstances at the time of the application. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209222/  
 

Police: Israel 
Chi Onwurah [209808] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, which 
UK police forces have (a) provided and (b) received training from Israeli police or security 
services in each of the last five years; and what that training consisted of in each such 
case. 

Mike Penning:  The Home  Office does not hold information on all official visits by  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141015/debtext/141015-0001.htm#14101565000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141015/debtext/141015-0001.htm#14101565000005
https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox/sdb/SDBHOME
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209222/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209222/
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English and Welsh police officers to Israel, including on the provision of training to 
the Israeli police or security services.  
Section 26 of the Police Act (1996) provides the authority for international police 
assistance to other countries. Under this authorisation process, there have not 
been any occasions in the last five years where UK police forces have specifically 
provided training to, or received training from, the Israeli police or security 
services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209808/  
 

Israel 
Chi Onwurah [210278] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received about discrimination faced by British Muslims on 
entering and exiting Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have received one recent report on British Muslims facing 
discrimination on entering and exiting from Israel. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is unable to interfere in the immigration 
policies or procedures of another country, but does raise cases of grave concern 
with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210278/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Martin Horwood [209579] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations his Department has made to the Israeli government 
following the announcement of further settlement building on Palestinian land in the West 
Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised the issue of settlements with the Israeli Justice Minister 
on 6 October during my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
from 6-8 October. The UK robustly and repeatedly raises its concerns over 
settlement building with the Israeli authorities, at all levels. Since the 
announcement of the expropriation of 988 acres of land on 31 August, the UK has 
made a number of representations to the Israeli authorities, making our views on 
the move clear, including to the Israeli Cabinet Secretary, the National Security 
Advisor, and the Political Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The UK also 
raised its serious concern about the Givat Hamatos announcement with Israel’s 
Cabinet Secretary on 2 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209579/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Martin Horwood [209580] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he had with EU counterparts following the Israeli government's 
announcement of further settlement building on Palestinian land in the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond) statement of 1 September made clear, the UK deplores Israel’s 
decision to expropriate 988 acres of land around the settlement of Etzion. Along 
with a number of EU counterparts, and the European External Action Service, the 
Foreign Secretary urged the Israeli authorities to reverse this decision. The UK 
closely coordinates on the issue of settlements with EU partners on which the UK, 
and EU’s, position is clear: they are illegal under international law, and an 
obstacle to the two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209580/ 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210278/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210278/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209579/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209579/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209580/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209580/
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The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/14090
1-0001.htm#1409016000001  
 

Israel 
Martin Horwood [209581] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions his Department has had with the government of Israel 
about potential breaches of international law by that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv discussed Israel’s 
cooperation with the UN Commission of Inquiry and meeting international 
standards of accountability as a whole with the Director of International Law at the 
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 30 September. Officials have also lobbied 
Israeli Cabinet Ministers, the National Security Council and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Members of the Knesset and Knesset officials, for Israel to address the 
international community’s concerns over the deaths of over 2000 Gazans. 
We are pressing Israel to demonstrate accountability for its actions during the 
recent Gaza conflict. The Israel Defence Forces have launched a number of 
internal processes to investigate specific cases of engagement, and the Israeli 
State Comptroller has launched an investigation into the Government’s conduct. 
We will watch these closely. But there will also be international procedures which 
must examine the actions of both Hamas and Israel. Both sides should cooperate 
with the Commission of Inquiry set up by the UN Human Rights Council, which 
must itself be independent and balanced in its approach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209581/  
 

Middle East 

Simon Kirby [209918] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to help protect Israeli citizens from rocket fire originating 
in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The best way to help protect Israeli citizens from rocket fire, is to 
reach a comprehensive agreement on Gaza that tackles the underlying causes of 
the recent conflict. The agreement must also ensure that Hamas and other 
militant groups permanently end rocket fire and other attacks against Israel, and 
that the Palestinian Authority resumes control of Gaza and restores effective and 
accountable governance. It should also include Israel lifting its restrictions on 
movement and access for goods and people, to ease the suffering of ordinary 
Palestinians, and allow the Gazan economy to grow. There should be 
international monitoring and verification to ensure full implementation of a 
comprehensive agreement. The UK is working to that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209918/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Fiona Mactaggart [209869] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what response the Israeli government has made to (a) him and 
(b) his EU counterparts to their condemnations of the recent expropriation of land near 
Etzion and Bethlehem in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: During my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
between 5-8 October, on 6 October I discussed with the Israeli Justice Minister 
my strong concerns about the recent land expopriation, she noted my concerns. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209869/  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0001.htm#1409016000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140901/debtext/140901-0001.htm#1409016000001
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209581/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209581/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209918/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209918/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209869/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209869/
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Occupied Territories 

Fiona Mactaggart [209872] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he plans to take either unilaterally or with other EU 
states in response to the refusal of the Israeli government to reverse its most recent 
expropriation of land near Etzion and Bethlehem. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK deplores Israel’s decision to expropriate 988 acres of 
land near Etzion and Bethlehem. The UK, along with a number of EU 
counterparts, and the European External Action Service, continues to urge the 
Israeli authorities to reverse this decision. Discussions are continuing with EU 
partners about what more can be done to discourage Israeli settlement activity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/  
 

Palestinians 
Fiona Mactaggart [209870] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what progress has been made to date on lifting the blockade of 
Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: During my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
between 5-8 October, I was informed by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs that 
Israel is letting around 400 trucks of humanitarian aid from Israel into Gaza every 
day. The number of businessmen being allowed from Gaza to the West Bank is 
up to 200 per day. 1,500 Gazans had travelled to the West Bank, East Jerusalem 
and Israel for Eid this week. Fishing goods and agricultural goods were now being 
transferred for sale in the West Bank. While this is a start to the progress of lifting 
the restrictions, the current ceasefire provides a critical window of opportunity for 
reaching a comprehensive agreement that tackles the underlying causes of the 
conflict, which should ensure that Israel lifts its restrictions fully as we have been 
calling Israel to do. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209870/  
 

Palestinians 
Fiona Mactaggart [209871] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on 
plans to transfer 12,500 Jahalin, Kaabneh and Rashaida Palestinian Bedouin from Area 
C East of Jerusalem to a new urban extension of Jericho. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised strong concerns over the plans to move the Bedouin 
population from Area C with the Israeli Justice Minister on 6 October during my 
visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 5-8 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209871/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Caroline Lucas [209951] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to his Department's Press Release of 3 October 2014, entitled UK 
deplores Israel government settlement decision, what response he has received from his 
counterpart in the Israeli government on his statement deploring the Israeli government's 
decision to advance plans for the 2,610 settlement units in Givat Hamatos. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy have discussed this issue in strong 
terms with senior Israeli leaders. Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu responded to 
criticism by saying that the 2,610 units approved for construction in Givat 
Hamatos were not settlement units but houses in a neighbourhood in Jerusalem. 
He stated that both Arabs and Jews could buy apartments where they so choose. 
Netanyahu also described the step as merely  ‘a statutory formality   that does not  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209870/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209870/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209871/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209871/
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require publicising.’ 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209951/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Anne Main [210010] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 12 September 2014 to Question 208803, what further 
representations he has made to the Israeli government on the expropriation of land near 
Bethlehem since 7 September 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: During my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
between 5-8 October, I discussed my strong concerns about the issue of 
settlements and land expopriation with the Israeli Justice Minister on 6 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210010/  
 

Israel 
Anne Main [210013] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the EU-Israel Association 
Agreement on the degree to which human rights are respected in Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: The EU-Israel Association Agreement provides a useful 
structure in which to discuss the EU’s human rights concerns, and to work with 
Israel to address these. It is important that these discussions take place.The EU 
regularly discusses its concerns with Israel in meetings at all levels, including 
regular political level meetings and through an informal human rights working 
group. In addition to this, human rights concerns are regularly raised through the 
work of the local EU delegation in Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210013/  
 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [210022] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has received on the arrest and trial of Ali 
Shamlawi, Mohammed Kleib, Mohammed Suleiman, Ammar Souf, and Tamer Souf, 
Palestinian boys from Hares who are in Israeli custody. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials in the British Consulate General in Jerusalem and the 
British Embassy in Tel Aviv have been following the case closely and officials 
have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities, including the Israeli Defence 
Force and Ministry of Justice. We are concerned by any allegations of torture or 
mistreatment. We have not, however, been able to confirm allegations of torture in 
this case. 
Our Embassy is currently working with the Israeli Ministry of Justice to be allowed 
to attend one of the trials of the teenagers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210022/  
 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [210024] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make enquiries with the Israeli government about the 
current status, treatment and trial of five Palestinian boys from Hares who have been in 
Israeli custody since March 2013. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials in the British Consulate General in Jerusalem and the 
British Embassy in Tel Aviv have been following the case closely and officials 
have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities, including the Israeli Defence 
Force and Ministry of Justice. We are concerned by any allegations of torture or 
mistreatment. We have not, however, been able to confirm allegations of torture in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209951/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209951/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210010/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210010/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210013/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210013/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210022/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210022/
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this case. 
Our Embassy is currently working with the Israeli Ministry of Justice to be allowed 
to attend one of the trials of the teenagers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210024/  
 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [210023] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli government 
on allegations of torture of five Palestinian boys from Hares who have been in Israeli 
custody since March 2013. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials in the British Consulate General in Jerusalem and the 
British Embassy in Tel Aviv have been following the case closely and officials 
have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities, including the Israeli Defence 
Force and Ministry of Justice. We are concerned by any allegations of torture or 
mistreatment. We have not, however, been able to confirm allegations of torture in 
this case. 
Our Embassy is currently working with the Israeli Ministry of Justice to be allowed 
to attend one of the trials of the teenagers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210023/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [209153] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what discussions her Department has had with the co-hosts of the Gaza donor 
conference. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK pledged at the conference to contribute £20 million, 
however, we made it clear that reconstruction in Gaza will require a durable 
ceasefire, an agreed approach on security, predictable and sustained access for 
people and goods in and out of Gaza, and good governance arrangements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209153/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [209154] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what aid commitments her Department intends to make at the Gaza donor conference. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK pledged at the conference to contribute £20 million. 
We are clear, however, that reconstruction in Gaza will require a durable 
ceasefire, an agreed approach on security, predictable and sustained access for 
people and goods in and out of Gaza, and good governance arrangements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209154/  
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham [209180] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
whether her Department's provision of humanitarian aid to Gaza is contingent on 
progress in the peace process between Israelis and the Palestinians. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID’s provision of humanitarian aid to Gaza is based on 
need, not on progress in the Middle East Peace Process. The UK has been one of 
the biggest donors to the Gaza crisis, providing more than £17 million of 
emergency assistance, and has pledged to provide a further £20million towards 
the cost of reconstruction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209180/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/210023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209153/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209153/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209154/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209154/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209180/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209180/
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Palestine: Recognition 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their position on the 
recognition of Palestine as a state. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): My Lords, the UK is committed to seeing an independent 
Palestinian state. We will recognise a Palestinian state at a time of our choosing, 
when we think it can best bring about peace. A negotiated end to the occupation 
is the best way to meet Palestinian aspirations on the ground. 

Baroness Warsi: … Could the Minister detail the specific conditions or criteria that would 
need to be met for this Government to recognise the state of Palestine? What is the 
Government’s response to the overwhelming vote for recognition that we saw in the 
House of Commons on Monday? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: … The vote showed that Parliament considers 
the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict urgent. We agree with that. The 
issue is and will remain a foreign policy priority for the UK, but, as I said, we need 
to judge when it is right to take that decision. What we need to do is to find a 
negotiated end to the occupation. That is the most effective way of proceeding. 
My noble friend asked about criteria. Clearly, you judge criteria on a fluid system. 
You watch, you wait and you encourage the Middle East process to continue—
and one does not give up. 

Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: Does the Minister agree with me that a premature and 
unilateral declaration of recognition would not only not aid the peace process in the 
Middle East towards a two-state solution but would in fact appear to be rewarding 
Hamas, which is a terrorist organisation that calls for the destruction of Israel and rains 
thousands of rockets down on her civilian population? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I entirely agree with the noble 
Baroness. 

Lord Alderdice: Do Her Majesty’s Government understand that many people not just in 
the region but in this country and, increasingly, in Israel itself believe that the only way to 
save a two-state solution, if it is not already too late, is to recognise a Palestinian state 
immediately, and that without that Her Majesty’s Government unintentionally may be 
contributing to the intractability of the problem rather than its resolution by giving a veto 
to one side through their policy on recognition? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I understand my noble friend’s strength 
of feeling. I also understand that there is a lot of public concern and, indeed, more 
than interest—rather, engagement—in all of this. However, one has to say that 
the Middle East process itself has not failed; it proceeds. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and President Abbas continue to say that they are committed to a two-
state solution. That is the way forward, whereas this country recognising Palestine 
now would not achieve anything. It would not remove the occupation or give 
everyone the opportunity to do what we need to do now, which is to focus on the 
people of Gaza and the rebuilding of it. … 

Baroness Deech: My Lords, does the Minister acknowledge that if a state of Palestine 
were to be recognised, the Palestinian residents within it would cease to be refugees, 
that those Palestinians living in other countries would have a right of return and would 
also cease to be refugees, and that there would be no more call for UNRWA and the 
refugee problem would be ended? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, the noble Baroness makes an 
interesting point, but it would depend on the way in which the future state were 
created, so I think that there is more complexity to the issue than she raised. … 

Lord Grocott: My Lords, various references to the problem of recognising a Palestinian 
state indicated  that  it  would  somehow  inhibit  the  peace  process.  I ask:  what  peace  
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process? What achievements can be chalked up to this alleged peace process? All we 
have seen from the process over the past 50 years is a continued diminution of the 
prospect of a Palestinian state because of the constant settlement activity in violation of 
all international law which the Israeli Government seem to be able to pursue with 
impunity. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, the developments with regard to 
settlements clearly have lost Israel many of its friends and it has a duty to rebuild 
trust by looking again at its policy on settlements. However, I do not agree with 
the noble Lord that we should give up hope on the Middle East peace process. As 
I said in answer to another noble Lord, the two main actors in this process wish to 
be engaged in it and will be engaged in it—and we will encourage them to do that. 

Baroness Eaton: Given the fact that Arab citizens, together with members of all 
religions, are free to live in the state of Israel, does the Minister agree that the same must 
be the case in a Palestinian state in which all members of society, no matter what their 
race or religion, should be afforded absolutely equal rights in order to practise their 
respective faiths without any fear of persecution? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, one of the six priorities of the FCO is to 
have freedom of religion or belief, so I can say to my noble friend: yes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141015-
0001.htm#14101587000122 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) - Country of Concern 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-
country-of-concern-latest-update-30-september-2014  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-11193 Marco Biagi: Palestine—That the Parliament recognises the state of 
Palestine alongside the state of Israel. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11193&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141015-0001.htm#14101587000122
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141015-0001.htm#14101587000122
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern-latest-update-30-september-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern-latest-update-30-september-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opts-country-of-concern-latest-update-30-september-2014
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11193&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-11193&ResultsPerPage=10
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
 
 Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 

TOP 
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