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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-10819 Ken Macintosh: Spike in Antisemitic Incidents in Scotland—That the 
Parliament condemns the recent reported spike in antisemitic incidents in Scotland, 
many of them under the pretext of political protest against the conflict in Gaza; 
understands that the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) has received as 
many reports of antisemitic incidents in a single week as during the whole of 2013; is 
appalled to learn that many members of the Jewish community have said that they do not 
feel safe wearing a kippah or Star of David or speaking Hebrew in the street and that a 
number have said that they no longer feel welcome in Scotland and are actively 
considering moving elsewhere; is shocked that the participant in SCoJeC’s Being Jewish 
in Scotland project who two years ago said "Scotland is a darn good place to be a Jew" 
now says that she "feels alienated and no longer Scottish first then Jewish. Feel Jewish 
only." and that she "has to be very guarded when speaking to people"; welcomes police 
assurances that they are taking the situation very seriously; urges all victims of hate 
crime always to report all incidents to the police, and calls on the Scottish Government, 
local authorities, trades unions and all other public bodies to condemn all forms of 
antisemitism in whatever guise it may appear. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10819&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Direct links are now available to the written answers that were included in PAB on 
5 and 12 August – see below and in the pdf archive at  
http://www.scojec.org/pab/pab.html  

5 August 

Israel  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Israel  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10819&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10819&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scojec.org/pab/pab.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Israel
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Palestinians 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians  

Middle East 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast  
 

12 August 

Israel 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Israel  

Palestinians 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians 

Middle East 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast  
 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the value of United 
Kingdom arms sales to Israel in the last 12 months, including cryptographic equipment; 
and what assessment they have made of the use of such arms for internal repression or 
external aggression.[HL1576] 

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills & 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Livingston of Parkhead): In general 
the Department holds information only about the value of goods licensed for 
export, not about the value of sales. 
In 2013, the UK granted a total of 178 Standard Individual Export Licences 
(SIELs) for military-rated goods with a value of £10,011,169. 
Cryptographic equipment and software are dual-use items and the vast majority 
are for civil end use – they are not arms. In 2013 we granted 88 SIELs for 
cryptographic equipment, software, and related components. The vast majority of 
the value of these related to one licence, for electronic components and circuit 
boards which are specifically designed for building mobile phone networks for 
public use. They do not meet military specifications and they are not suitable for 
building military communications equipment. The end-user is a commercial 
stockist and distributor of electronic components and equipment. Given the nature 
of the equipment and intended end-use we do not have any concerns that the 
goods might be diverted for military end-use. 
All export licence applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis against the 
Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria in light of the 
prevailing circumstances. The Government announced the findings of its review of 
licensed exports to Israel on 12 August. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will take action to place an 
arms embargo on Israel.[HL1711] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK aims to have one of the most rigorous 
and transparent export licence regimes in the world with strict criteria governing 
the provision of licences. On 11 August the British Government announced the 
findings of its review of licensed exports to Israel. It found that the vast majority of 
exports currently licensed for Israel are not for items that could be used by Israeli 
forces in operations in Gaza in response to attacks by Hamas. 
However, twelve licences were identified for components which could be part of 
equipment used by the Israeli Defence Forces in Gaza. Currently there is a 
ceasefire in place and the Government continues to urge both sides to respect 
this and to secure a lasting end to hostilities through the negotiations taking place 
in Cairo. However, in the event of a resumption of significant hostilities, the 
Government is  concerned that it would not be  able to clarify if the  export  licence  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Israel
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
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criteria were being met. It would therefore suspend these licences as a 
precautionary step. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-Israel  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to ask the 
government of Egypt to re-open the Rafah crossing for the evacuation of severely injured 
people from Gaza.[HL1542] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): We welcome the repeated opening of the Rafah crossing for 
evacuation of the severely injured from Gaza that Egypt has facilitated throughout 
the current crisis, as well as the humanitarian aid packages it has supplied. We 
remain concerned about the fragile humanitarian situation in Gaza. We continue 
to encourage the Egyptian authorities to ease movement especially for 
humanitarian reasons through Rafah. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond), raised the Rafah crossing with the Egyptian President 
during his visit to Cairo on 24 July. 

Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of reports that Hamas militants are attempting to negotiate a new arms deal with 
North Korea for missiles and communications equipment.[HL1692] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of recent reports that the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is supplying missile technology to 
Hamas militants. The DPRK supplies a wide range of conventional arms to 
customers worldwide, including Syria and Iran. Its sale of arms and related 
material to countries already in the grip of conflict exploits and increases regional 
instability. We urge all countries to exercise vigilance in the implementation of 
DPRK UN Security Council Resolutions. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the 
practical and humanitarian consequences of the damage recently done to the large 
electricity plant in Gaza.[HL1700] 

Baroness Northover: According to the UN, Gaza’s sole power plant remains shut 
down after being shelled on 29 July. The UN estimate that repairs may take 
months to complete, exacerbating the electricity crisis. The residents of Gaza are 
currently receiving on average 2 to 4 hours of electricity a day. This is affecting 
private households, companies and public services provision, including water, 
sanitation and health facilities as well as basic access to food. 
The UK will provide more than £17 million in emergency support for Gaza. This 
includes £6 million for the UN Relief and Works Agency Appeal, which will fund 
basic shelter, blankets, hygiene kits, nappies and other vital help for tens of 
thousands of displaced people; £3million for the World Food Programme’s appeal 
to provide emergency food vouchers for more than 300,000 people for one month; 
and £3million of support brought forward for the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. DFID has also activated the £3 million Rapid Response Facility which 
allows the UK to provide emergency support via pre-approved organisations that 
can rapidly deliver medical, water and sanitation assistance in response to a 
disaster or humanitarian crisis overseas. We are also matching donations to the 
Disasters Emergency Committee appeal for Gaza, up to a total of £2 million. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-
Palestinians  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what further action they plan to take 
internationally to ban the trade in goods and services from Israel's settlements in 
occupied Palestinian territories.[HL1712] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-Israel
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): While the issue of settlement produce is a subject of active 
discussion with our EU partners, the Government has no plans to take this further 
internationally. We are working together to ensure continued, full and effective 
implementation of existing EU legislation and bilateral arrangements applicable to 
settlement products. This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that 
settlement produce does not enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement, and steps to ensure that EU-wide guidelines are issued 
to make sure that settlement products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli 
produce, in violation of EU consumer protection regulations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-
OccupiedTerritories  
 

Middle East 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to initiate dialogues, 
whether under their own auspices or those of other neutral states, between Israelis and 
Palestinians, along the lines suggested by Mr David Grossman in the International New 
York Times of 29 July.[HL1647] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): The Government currently supports a range of projects in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories which involve both Israeli and Palestinian 
implementing partners. Whilst the projects currently being funded do not 
necessarily have a specific objective of bringing Israelis and Palestinians together, 
or constitute ‘joint’ projects as such, much of the work our implementers do 
involve Israelis and Palestinians working together. Our Conflict Prevention 
programme includes a focus on supporting and strengthening constituencies for 
peace. This includes support to train Palestinian doctors in Israeli hospitals; 
fostering people-to-people relations between the two communities, promoting 
coexistence and confidence building, whilst building the capabilities of the 
Palestinian healthcare system. 

Lord Jones of Cheltenham: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations 
they have made to the government of Israel about the bombardment of Gaza.[HL1673] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are 
holding regular discussions with the Government of Israel about the current Gaza 
crisis. On 29 July the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney 
(Mr Cameron), called for an unconditional, immediate, humanitarian ceasefire. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of allegations that the Israeli Defence Force’s Operation Protective Edge has deliberately 
targeted civilian infrastructure.[HL1696] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not made any assessment 
of the allegations that the Israeli Defence Forces have deliberately targeted 
civilian infrastructure. We have however made clear both in our public statements 
and diplomatic representations that whilst Israel had a right to self-defence, any 
response must be proportionate and maximum efforts made to avoid civilian 
casualties. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to secure an 
independent international investigation of the level of civilian deaths and casualties in 
Gaza arising from Israel's military intervention in that territory to establish whether 
breaches of international law have occurred.[HL1709] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government has not made any plans to take 
action to secure an independent international investigation into the Gaza crisis. 
The time to carry out any actions on this issue is in the future, once the situation in 
Gaza has de-escalated. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take 
internationally to require Israel to lift the blockade of Gaza.[HL1710] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-OccupiedTerritories
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-OccupiedTerritories
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: In order to secure a lasting ceasefire, it will be 
vital to address the underlying causes of the conflict, including easing access 
restrictions to open up the economy of Gaza, whilst addressing Israel’s legitimate 
security concerns. There cannot simply be a return to the status quo ante. The UK 
will work with international partners, including the EU and the UN, to support this 
goal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM calls with the Emir of Qatar, King of Saudi Arabia and King of Jordan 
PM call with the Emir of Qatar …  
On Gaza, they agreed on the urgent need to extend the current ceasefire which expires 
this evening and agreed that both sides needed to take the difficult decisions to help 
achieve that as part of working towards lasting peace. … 
PM call with the King of Saudi Arabia … 
On Gaza, they agreed on the need to maintain the current ceasefire. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-calls-with-the-emir-of-qatar-king-of-saudi-
arabia-and-king-of-jordan  
 
 

European Union 

Remarks by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton following the extraordinary 
Foreign Affairs Council 
… We talked too about the situation in Gaza and our deep concern again for the 
humanitarian situation, and our willingness to support the long term solution, the political 
solution that leads to two states. You know very well the position of the European Union 
on all these issues. But I asked for the mandate from the Council to be able to do more 
work in discussions with the Palestinian Authority, with Israel, with Egypt, with Jordan 
and with all the countries most concerned. For the EU to play a strong role, particularly at 
the crossing, particularly with being able to ensure support to the people of Gaza, and 
that the security of Israel is assured, and to do the things we've been talking about for a 
number of years in my visits to Gaza, about trying to help support longer term strategic 
thinking for Gaza that includes as well trade and development. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140815_02_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East: UN envoy urges parties to break ‘deadlock of violence and retaliation’ 
… Briefing the Security Council today, Robert Serry, the Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Process, said that while the temporary ceasefire has granted civilians a 
reprieve for the past eight days, “it has taken too much time, and too many lives to 
achieve.” … “It remains my conviction that we must not leave Gaza in the condition it was 
in before this latest escalation. Otherwise, the restrictions on the Strip – on exit and entry 
of goods and people – will continue to fuel instability, underdevelopment and conflict, and 
I am afraid the next escalation will be just a matter of time.” 
Mr. Serry said a sustainable solution must consist of ending the blockade while 
addressing  Israel’s  security  concerns.  The  agreement  should also  address  issues of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-calls-with-the-emir-of-qatar-king-of-saudi-arabia-and-king-of-jordan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-calls-with-the-emir-of-qatar-king-of-saudi-arabia-and-king-of-jordan
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140815_02_en.pdf
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governance and reconstruction, all in the context of the return of one legitimate 
Palestinian Authority to Gaza. It must also restructure the security sector, which will 
gradually assume the exclusive control through the deployment of Palestinian Security 
Forces to border crossings and throughout Gaza. 
This will require international support, including from the European Union and the United 
Nations and more specifically the Security Council, which must take the all necessary 
action to support a durable ceasefire. … 
Mr. Serry also said he was extremely troubled by the direct hit on UN schools, which 
resulted in 38 deaths and 317 injuries. Eleven UN Relief and Works Agency colleagues 
were killed in the line of duty and 108 UN installations have been damaged. On claims 
that rockets were found in the schools, he said it was “intolerable” to disrespect vital 
provisions of international law that protect civilians. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48507#.U_JNZLySwbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Mapping victims’ rights and support in the EU 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/data-and-maps/comparative-
data/victims-support-services  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
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