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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes further extension of Gaza ceasefire 
Speaking today, the Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: 
I welcome the agreement by all parties to extend the humanitarian ceasefire and to work 
towards a lasting ceasefire in Gaza, with Egyptian mediation. I have called the Egyptian 
Foreign Minister, Sameh Shukri, to congratulate him on his efforts. 
The extension of negotiations should provide respite from the violence for the 
beleaguered people of Gaza and an opportunity for aid agencies and others to address 
the dire humanitarian situation there. It is vital that Hamas and other militant groups end 
rocket fire and that the Palestinian Authority resumes control of Gaza. And Israel should 
ease its restrictions in order to allow ordinary Palestinians to go about their business and 
the Gazan economy to grow. 
The current negotiations are not easy. But there is no other viable option than a 
comprehensive negotiated solution that will allow both Israeli and Palestinian families to 
live without fear of further violence. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-further-extension-of-
gaza-ceasefire  
 
 

United Nations 

As Gaza ceasefire holds, UN humanitarian partners deliver life-saving aid, assess 
damage 
With the latest ceasefire in Gaza holding, United Nations humanitarian partners are 
delivering life-saving aid and surveying damaged areas to figure out what is urgently 
needed on the ground. … 
The halt in fighting will also allow for the removal of unexploded ordnance, Mr. Dujarric 
said. According to the OCHA, thousands of those explosive remnants of war remain 
dispersed throughout. Yesterday, six people were killed and six others injured when 
unexploded ordnance in Beit Lahia detonated. 
The ceasefire is also allowing the UN Relief and Works Agency to distribute maternity 
packages to mothers who have given birth during the current hostilities, and who are 
registered as displaced people in its shelters across Gaza. A total of 344 babies have 
been born in UNRWA schools designated as shelters. … 
"Up to now, ongoing military operations have prevented detailed assessments of 
damages to agriculture from being completed," said Ciro Fiorillo, head of FAO's office in 
the region. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-further-extension-of-gaza-ceasefire
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-further-extension-of-gaza-ceasefire
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_sitrep_14_08_2014.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/features/unrwa-issues-maternity-packs-new-mothers-taking-refuge-its-shelters
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/240924/icode/
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"Under the most recent ceasefire, many farmers and herders are now able to access 
their lands, however resumption of food production faces serious obstacles given the 
damages sustained and shortages of water, electricity, inputs and financial resources, as 
well as ongoing uncertainty regarding the possible resumption of military activities," … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48488#.U_Do17ySwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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